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President’s Report  
Welcome to another edition of The Orchidophile, I hope you and 
your family are well and your orchids are growing well. 
 
I would like to thank Jorn Villien for his wonderful presentation 
on terrestrials and how he grows them. It was a wonderful and 
informative evening. 
 
During the January meeting the question was raised if we could 
allow Exotic Hybrids that contain some 50% Australasian 
parentage to be benched at our monthly meetings. This raised a 
lively debate with passionate discussion on both sides. 
 
It was agreed that we would vote as a society if we want this to 
happen, I was however meant to write an impartial for and 
against agreement for both sides. 
 
However, in doing this it showed which camp I am in and 
therefore not fair to those members with an opposing view. 
 
I would ask if you were at the meeting then you probably have 
your view sorted. If you want my opinion I am happy to share 
my thoughts and the reasons behind these views with you. 
 
If you would like your input put to the society, then please email 
me directly and I am happy to share these with the society at the 
next meeting. 
 
Happy growing and I look forward to seeing you at our meeting. 
 

Andrew Locke 

 
 
 

Reminder Membership Fees! 
 
This is the final reminder to please pay the annual membership 
fee ($20) and thus avoid discontinuation of your membership.  
 
Fees can be paid by: 
1. Direct deposit into the group's bank account. The details for 

this are as follows:  

Account name: Australasian Native Orchid Society Sydney 

Group    

BSB: 032289 

Account Number: 130506 

(Please enter your name in the relevant field when making 

online payments) 

2. Cash directly to our Membership Secretary Joe Portelli at 

our meetings. 

3. Posting a cheque or money order payable to ANOS Sydney 

Group with your name, to:  

        The Membership Secretary 
        ANOS Sydney Group 
        9 Alicia St Glenwood 
        NSW 2768. 
  
The cost of renewal is $20 for Single or Joint Family 
Membership.  
 
If you have any queries please contact the Membership 
Secretary at anossydney@gmail.com. 
 

 

Our Guest Speaker: Bob Bishop 

Topic: Orchid culture with Kiwi Orchid Bark and 
RCRA Orchid Charcoal, other observations 
 
Bob will bring in some orchids and chat about Kiwi Orchid Bark 
and RCRA Orchid Charcoal, their use, benefits and his 
observations on growing natives and other orchids. It will be an 
informal and interactive presentation with questions and 
discussion to be shared as things go along. 
 
Many members would know Bob from his stall at Castle Hill 
Orchid Fair, Orchids Out West, and other orchid events and 
societies. Bob is very knowledgeable on a wide range of orchid 
species and hybrids and has an infectious enthusiasm for orchids 
and ideas about improvement of their culture. Bob is the NSW 
distributor for Kiwi Orchid Bark, used by many top orchid 
nurseries and growers, and also supplies high quality charcoal 
(RCRA Charcoal) and Chillagoe Perlite. 
 
Bob has kindly offered to take orders for, and bring along to the 
meeting, Kiwi Orchid Bark, RCRA charcoal and perlite (see 
attached leaflet) . 

 (Continued on page 7) 

 
Farewell Ted and Barbara 

Ted and Barbara Gregory (of Merrellen Orchids) have moved 
permanently from their home at Nabiac into full care due to ill 
health.  
 
Sydney Group wishes Ted and Barbara all the very best. Line 
bred species and hybrids that Ted and Barbara developed are 
still regularly in the background of plants used in breeding 
programs that continue at Cedarvale Orchids, Earth to Joy, and 
many other orchid nurseries within and outside Australia. 
 

Vale Robert Murch – Rest in Peace 
Robert was a Life Member of ANOS Inc. and a past Treasurer for 
many years. 
He was also the Treasurer at Warringah Group and an occasional 
visitor at Sydney Group where he was a regular judge at our 
shows.  
 
A kind and thoughtful man, always sharing his knowledge of 
orchids. He will be sorely missed by all who knew him. 
 

John Klepetko 
 

 

Our Club Bulletin Board 
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Minutes of the ANOS Sydney Group General Meeting 
Held at Baulkham Hills Community Centre – 21 October 2016 
 

Meeting opened at 8:20pm by President Andrew Locke. Andrew 
welcomed members and visitors. 
Apologies: Trevor Miller. 
New members: Lynette Fryer.   
Visitors: None. 
 
Minutes of previous meeting: No minutes as December was the 
Christmas Party. 
Correspondence in: 

 Newsletters from other societies (Orchadian, December 
2016 edition). 

 Guest speakers. 
 

and out: 

 Application for committee meeting venue. 

Treasurer’s Report: 13 Dec to 20 Jan 
 

Starting balance: $4,927.00 

Income:  $ 362.11 

Expenditure: $ 428.70 

Balance:  $ - 66.59 

Cash Assets: $4,860.45 

 
Moved Joe Portelli seconded Bryan Spurrs that the report be 
accepted.  
Membership dues from 12 members are still outstanding, 
including 2 committee members (absent).  
Email addresses were unavailable for 2 members, so contact was 
via mail out.  A reminder letter or email will be resent. 
 
General Business: 
The President indicated that: 

1) The 2016 benching winners and popular choice awards 

were presented at the 2016 Christmas party.  Big 

thanks to Wayne Turville (AON) for again sponsoring 

ANOS Sydney for 2017.  Details of the new 

competitions have been circulated and will also be 

published with the February Orchidophile. 

2) AON has a once a year 20% off sale on all their website 

goods on Australia day.  Charlie will forward the details 

via email. 

3) Cost of the current hall hire has increased from $27 per 

night in 2016 to $70 per night in 2017, still reasonable 

compared what some other societies pay. It was 

suggested that the meeting night could be change but 

some members may not be able to attend.  Increasing 

membership dues and fund raising from plant auctions 

were suggested as options. 

4) Two benching classes have been split for 2017. Details 

have been circulated in the January Orchidophile. 

 

 
5) Clover Bradley thanked the Committee for splitting the 

Sarcanthinae class. 

6) Discussion of an additional “Exotic-Native” class for 

orchids with exotic and Australian or Australasian 

backgrounds was had. Issues raised were: many exotic 

hybrids have Australian parentage; the group is a native 

orchid society; this would allow members to show their 

other orchids that are not benched elsewhere and 

remain at home.  

7) A trial benching of an “Exotic” class was proposed with 

the Society to monitor if plants presented in this class 

overwhelm the other native sections. It was also 

suggested the “Exotics” class only apply at monthly 

meetings, not be included at shows, and plants in the 

“Exotics” class be voted on at meetings by popular vote, 

and not be included in the benching competition. 

8) A notice consisting of discussion for and against the 

new class will be published in the February 

Orchidophile. Discussion about the class to continue in 

the February meeting. 

9) Joe requested assistance of non-committee members 

to set up tea and coffee for the intervals. Joe will 

continue to bring the goodies. Thanks to supper helpers 

who assist to make the evening so enjoyable. 

10) Andrew will place an order for name badges at a cost of 

approximately $8.00. Badges are black and white. 

Please let Andrew know tonight or as soon as possible if 

you would like one. 

11) Mark Daniels discussed his potting mix which contains 

tried and tested ingredients, is very long lasting, and 

does not require fertiliser to be applied to plants. The 

bark is available at $18 for 20 litres.  The bark is coarse 

and aerated, and has no manure of any sort. 

12) Joe ordered tubers from ANOS (Vic) for members and 

commented that orders are limited to 50 serves but he 

only received 27 serves. Local ANOS (Vic) members 

have first pick of the tubers, which may explain why 

Joe’s orders were not fulfilled. 

Meeting broke for refreshments. 
Presentation by: Jorn Villien: “Australian Native Terrestrial 
Orchids: A Beginner's Guide” 
Plant of the evening: Cryptopstylus erecta grown by Bryan 
Spurrs 
 
The Australian Orchid Nursery Popular Vote Competition: 1st: 
Cryptopstylus erecta (B Spurrs), 2nd: Sarco. Velvet (Y&S Chan), 
3rd: Sarco. Magic (C Nidagal). 
 
Lucky door & raffle prizes were drawn. 
Meeting closed:  9:55 pm. 
Next meeting: 17th February 2017. tbc 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

It’s Growing Competition month. Don’t forget 
to bring in your plants! 
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Australian Orchid Nursery 2017 Competitions 
at ANOS Sydney 
 
This year Wayne Turville and The Australian Orchid Nursery 
(AON) have kindly offered to support ANOS Sydney Group by 
sponsoring 2 competitions run on meeting nights being: 
 

1) a Popular Vote Competition, similar to that in 2016; and 
2) a Benching Competition, which is a new competition. 

 
Wayne and AON is generously supporting the Benching 
Competition to the value of $175, and the Popular Vote 
Competition to the value of $100. 
 
In recognition of AON’s continuing and generous support to 
ANOS Sydney Group, the competition names will be “The 
Australian Orchid Nursery Popular Vote Competition” and “The 
Australian Orchid Nursery Benching Competition”. Details of the 
competitions are as follows. 
 
 

 
The Australian Orchid Nursery Popular Vote 
Competition 2017 
 

Aims: 
 
The AON Popular Vote Competition aims to bring attention to 
the plants members and visitors consider their favourite at each 
meeting, rather than the plants ‘officially’ placed by the judges 
on the evening. It also aims are to also: 

 promote the exhibition of plants at monthly meetings; 

 encourage further appreciation of the plants benched; 
and 

 encourage and challenge Members to evaluate plants 
benched at each meeting. 

 

Rules: 
The Australian Orchid Nursery Popular Vote Competition will be 
run at ANOS Sydney monthly meetings from January to 
November 2017. Plants eligible for the Popular Vote 
Competition must have been owned and in the possession of 
the exhibitor for at least six months. 
 
During the tea break of each meeting, Members and Visitors will 
be invited to complete a popular vote slip to indicate their 
favourite plant.  
 
Completed popular vote slips should be placed in the popular 
vote container (or equivalent) by the end of the tea break. 
Points will then be tallied up for each plant at, or following, each 
meeting. 
 
The exhibitor/s of the plant/s with the: 

 most points will score 3 points; 

 second highest total will score 2 points; and 

 third highest total will score 1 point. 

 

 

 
At the end of the year the total cumulative scores gained by the 
exhibitors who scored points at any meeting will be arranged in 
numeric order. A prize will be awarded for 1

st
 place and the prize 

presented at the Christmas Party. 
 

Prize: 
The prize consists of an AON seedling voucher for $100. 
 
 

The Australian Orchid Nursery Benching Competition 
2017 – Rules 
 

Aims: 
The AON Benching Competition is designed to reward the two 
Members who bench the most plants at meetings in 2017.  
 
Benching plants is an important and valuable activity at our 
monthly meetings and contributes to the objectives of Sydney 
Group, for example to promote the appreciation and cultivation 
of native orchids, as well as encourages meeting attendance, 
and discussion and learning between members. This 
competition recognises this, as well as the significant effort 
required by members who bench plants at meetings on a regular 
basis. 
 
The rules of the Popular Vote and Benching competitions are 
provided below.  
 

Rules: 
The Australian Orchid Nursery Benching Competition will be run 
at ANOS Sydney monthly meetings from January to November 
2017. Plants eligible for the Benching Competition must have 
been owned and in the possession of the exhibitor for at least 
six months. 
 
Members will be awarded 1 point for every plant they bench at 
each meeting.  
 
At the end of the year the total cumulative scores gained by the 
exhibitors will be arranged in numeric order. Prizes will be 
awarded for 1

st
 and 2

nd
 place, and the prizes presented at the 

Christmas Party.  
 
Prizes 
The prizes will consist of: 

 1
st

 place - an AON seedling voucher for $100; and 

 2
nd

 place - an AON seedling voucher for $75. 
 

 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
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Benching Results for January 2017 
 
Dendrobium hybrids (2 entries) 
1. Den. Colonial Maid    P. Murn 
2. Den. Angellene    P. Murn 
 
Sarcochilus species – novelty (9 entries) 
1. Sarco. ceciliae    P. Murn 
2. Sarco. ceciliae 'Alba'    J. & Y. Villien 
3. Sarco. ceciliae    B. Spurrs 
 
Other Sarcanthinae species – non Sarcochilus (1 entry) 
1. Plect. tridentata    B. Spurrs 
 
Sarcanthinae hybrids (16 entries) 
1. Sarco. Velvet    Y. & S. Chan 
2. Sarco. Magic    C. Nidagal 
3. Sarco. Bobby Dazzler    C. Bradley 
 
Other epiphytic species (1 entry) 
1. Cestichis coelogynoides    J. Portelli 
 
Other epiphytic hybrids (1 entry) 
1. Sarconopsis Lavinia    C. Bradley 
 

 
Australasian hybrids (1 entry) 
1. Den. Gowan's Tangello    B. Spurrs 
 
Other terrestrial species (2 entries) 
1. Cryptostylis erecta    B. Spurrs 
2. Calanthe triplicata    C. Nidagal 
 
First flowered seedlings (6 entries) 
1. Sarco. Velevt x Fitzhart    C. Bradley 
2. Sarco. Velvet    J. & Y. Villien 
3. Sarco. Belmont Rose    J. & Y. Villien 
 
Dendrobium species (0 entries) 
Dockrillia species (0 entries) 
Dockrillia hybrids (0 entries) 
Sarcochilus species – classic shape (0 entries) 
Australasian species (0 entries) 
Pterostylis species (0 entries) 
Diuris species (0 entries) 
Caladenia species (0 entries) 
Terrestrial hybrids (0 entries) 

Plant of the evening: 

Cryptostylis erecta    B. Spurrs 
 

 

 

While a very common terrestrial orchid in the Sydney region, to our memory, it was the first time Cryptostylis erecta being benched 
in ANOS Sydney meeting in the last 5-6 years. 

Cryptostylis erecta is a terrestrial orchid commonly known as the Bonnet Orchid or Tartan Tongue Orchid.  The benched plant is a 
small one and bore a single inflorescence with two fully opened flowers, displaying their attractive lilac labella.   

In nature, Cryptostylis erecta grows to 40 cm tall, has 
prominent dark green lanceolate to ovate leaves, the 
undersides of which are purple. The inflorescences appear 
from spring to autumn (September to April) and bear two to 
twelve individual flowers. Each flower has a prominent hood- 
or bonnet-shaped lilac labellum with maroon stripes and 
markings (with all the sepals and other petals reduced to thin 
greenish appendages). The natural habitat is on sandy soils, 
dry eucalyptus woodlands and heathlands. Cryptostylis erecta 
occurs mostly in coastal districts from Kroombit Tops in 
Queensland to eastern Victoria, between 0-600m altitudes. 
Like other Australian members of its genus, it is pollinated by 
the male ichneumon wasp known as the orchid dupe wasp 
(Lissopimpla excelsa), which mistakes the floral parts for 
female wasps and copulates with it.  

 
Cryptostylis erecta is a slow grower. The rhizomes are delicate and resent disturbance, and need to be moist at all times. Incidentally 
the owner has grown it without repotting for a few years. It is kept in the western side of the bush house where it is watered along 
with the Dockrillia living in the same area and so is kept in a rather moist condition. 
 

 

 

 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

Cryptostylis erecta – whole inflorescence and single flower 
(photos – Sau-wan Chan) 

 

ANOS Sydney January 2017 Plant of the Evening - Cryptostylis erecta                                            
By Yin and Sau-wan Chan 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inflorescence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labellum_(botany)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucalyptus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ichneumonidae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lissopimpla_excelsa
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Microtis orchids from Murringo – by Simone Holland 
 

These plants were found at a friend’s property at Murringo, 
NSW on the south west slopes.  
Whenever I go anywhere I look for orchids. I have seen them in 
the 'wild' in Western Australia (Perth, Albany and Wave Rock),  
the Blue Mountains, Taree, National Parks around Sydney, and 
Mt Canabolas. 
 

 
 
 

I have been to this property several times at different times of 
the year and seen nothing. This time was late spring after they 
had had a very wet winter. At first I was disappointed but then 
found one and then realized once you saw one you saw 
hundreds. They were mixed in with Thysanotus tuberosa (fringe 
lily), a Drosera sp. (sundew), and what I think is an Utricularia sp. 
Although they were mostly around the creek, in large numbers, 
maybe up to 20 metres away, some were on top of a hill 
nowhere near water. They all appeared to be on open land 
exposed to all day sun. 
 

I'm hoping when I go back I might find some different varieties 
of orchids. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

How to minimise heat stress and damage in your 
orchid collection – by Peter Dowling 
 
The secret to minimising heat stress in orchids is to keep 
transpiration in process. Transpiration is the process of carrying 
water from a plant's roots to the leaves and the evaporation of 
water vapour from plant surfaces. This is why I limit fertilising 
during this time and try to spray each day early in the morning 
with a kelp extract like Seasol. Generally, I spray everything, 
though not as much on the root system, as wet roots on a hot 
day can get severally damaged. Fog the plants as often as you 
can when the temperature is over 32 degrees. On a cooler day, 
usually after a change, fertilise and use Seasol again on your 
plants. The next thing is air movement; I suggest installing a fan 
to run 24/7. The final thing is humidity. When the humidity level 
is under 35% keep the floors of the shade house wet. 
Evaporation of water on the floor reduces the ambient 
temperature, increases humidity and airflow - all beneficial to 
your plants. 
 
Benefits of the use of kelp extracts 
Just adding that kelp extracts have been used in Tasmania and in 
Victoria on lucerne crops to produce hay. Just like the rest of the 
country they have hot periods of low humidity. Experiments by 
agronomists over the past 30 years have proved that kelp 
extracts work in keeping transpiration in plants when the 
temperatures are over 36C and humidity at about the same 
level. I was introduced to this by Roy Palmer of Condell Park. Roy 
has a son (Larry) an agronomist who lives and works in northern 
Tasmania and is one of the pioneers in improving pasture, 
lucerne, improving the live weight of lambs and calves, as well as 
improving calving and lambing rates. With lucerne and cereal 
crops, kelp extracts reduce plant stress during both extremely 
hot and cold weather. Wilting in hot weather and frost damage 
during very cold weather is significantly reduced by using kelp 
extracts within 36 hours of an extreme weather event. 
 
They found out by accident that sheep and cattle that were 
eating king kelp (for mineral intake) on the shoreline had higher 
lambing and calving percentages. Kelp is turned into salt blocks 
and sold thought the country. However the use of kelp extracts 
has not taken on. As a result 90% of the kelp extracts produced 
in southern Australia is exported as a food additive to northern 
Europe. 

 
 
 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

Modified Hudson Fertigation/Sprayer 
from Mark Daniels - Strongrow Orchids 
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AON 1

st
 Popular Vote & POE 

Cryptostylus erecta – B. Spurrs 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bob has also kindly offered to significantly reduce the price of 
bark and charcoal (to pallet price) on the night. 
The large bags of bark will be $29, while large bags of charcoal 
will be $35. 
Small (10L) bags need to be made up especially by Bob, so must 
be ordered well in advance. 
 
Bob will also only take perlite ordered prior to the meeting, as 
he has only finite space in his trailer. 
 

 
Members must let Bob know their orders by Monday 13 
February. 
Bob can be reached by email on orchidbark@optusnet.com.au, 
or by phone on 0413 702 335. 
 
Note from the Committee: Having Bob attend our meeting 
presents a great opportunity to get some top quality potting 
mix for a fantastic price. All members are encouraged to make 
the most of Bob's offer and visit. 

Orchids from our January 2017 Meeting 

Photos by John Klepetko 

 

 
AON 2

nd
 Popular Vote 

Sarco. Velvet – Y. & S. Chan 

 Guest Speaker Bob Bishop (cont...) 

 
AON 3

rd
 Popular Vote 

Sarco. Magic – C. Nidagal 

 

Calanthe triplicate – C. Nidagal 
(Spot the hanging spacemen) 

 

Den. Colonial Maid – P. Murn 
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It is estimated that there are 25,000 to 35,000 orchid species in 
the world today, of that Australia has over 700 species of 
orchids, where approximately 25% are epiphytic or lithopytic 
and 75% are terrestrial. 
 
The majority of terrestrial species are perennial herbs that have 
a life cycle which involves the plants dying down (dormant 
period) usually over the summer months. A few are evergreen; 
some are climbers, while still others come above ground only to 
flower. 
There are three distinct groups of terrestrial Orchids in Australia, 
it is best to divide them into culture similarity. 
 
Group 1. The northern type, such as Phaius, Calanthe, Malaxis 
species. Most are evergreen with pseudobulbs, fleshy leaves and 
typical orchid roots, not covered in this presentation. 
 
Group 2. The semi or Holo saprophytic, very difficult if not 
impossible to grow in pots. This group contains some of the 
most unusual orchids in the world. In general, saprophytic plants 
lack the green chlorophyll cells that manufacture the plants 
sugars and starches. To overcome this, the group depends 
wholly on a symbiotic relationship with a soil fungus. 
Some saprophytic orchids grow in or close to a carbon source, 
such as decaying wood, and rely on the mycorrhizal fungus for 
transfer of nutrients. 
Others are known as hemiparasites, have a 3-way relationship 
involving a fungus and a suitable species of host plant, not 
covered in this presentation. 
 
Group 3. The main genera and the easiest to grow are: (A) 
Pterostylis, Acianthus and Corybas species that usually grow in 
moist, humid leaf litter and (B) Diuris, Calandenia, Calochilus, 
Thelymitra and Prasophyllum species which grow in drier, sandy 
type soils with higher light. They are terrestrial orchids that grow 
from an underground organ which is actually a swollen root. 
These organs may resemble elongated rhizomes but mostly they 
are rounded or ovoid and resemble tubers. 
 
Food for terrestrial orchids is obtained from the soil or leaf litter 
in a complex exchange with a mycorrhizal fungus. The 
mycorrhizal fungus act as food gatherers and inhabit areas in the 
roots or underground stems of the orchid and the food products 
are transferred from the fungi to the orchid. 
 
Annual growth cycle 
At the beginning 
of the growing 
period (which 
for most species 
is autumn) a 
stem emerges 
from the 
tuberoid and 
grows to the soil 
surface. It 
produces leaves 
and/or flowers. 
 

 

Most terrestrial orchids have formed a new tuberoid to replace 

the old one by flowering time. 

After flowering the food reserves of the orchid are withdrawn 
back to the tuberoids. 
 
All above-ground parts wither and dry out and the plants survive 
the hot, dry summer months as dormant tuberoids buried in the 
soil. 

 

POTTING MIX. 
1 Part leaf mould 
1 Part wood shavings 
1 Part loam 
2 Part coarse sand 
1 dessert spoonful of blood and bone per 9 litre bucket. 
 
Drainage of this mix varies with the particle size of the 
ingredients, generally, the larger the particles, the faster the mix 
will drain, extra coarse sand and/or wood shavings increases 
drainage, extra rich loam and/or decomposed leaf mould 
reduces drainage. 
The quantities of the ingredients can be varied according to the 
individual requirements of the species being grown. 
 
I have also tried Debco native potting mix 3 parts plus 1 part of 
propagating sand. 
 
CONTAINERS. 
Plastic pots are recommended, the minimum size should be 
100mm. Pots smaller than this dry out too quickly. 
 

 

Australian Native Terrestrial Orchids – A Beginner’s Guide 
By Jorn Villien 
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The recommended size is 150mm, as a guide, a 150mm pot will 
satisfactorily hold 20 tubers of average size, Larger pots can be 
used for larger numbers of tubers, but special care needs to be 
taken as the larger volume of mix tends to retain more moisture. 
 

POTTING PROCEDURES. 
Colony forming terrestrials should be re-potted each year as 
overcrowding is more likely to lead to disease. Colony forming 
plants can multiply with up to 5+ new tubers for every old tuber. 
If not re-potted the chances are that some tubers will grow out 
of the drain holes of the pot. 
It is not so important to re-pot non-colony forming terrestrials 
every year, Non-colony forming plants replacing one for one 
tuber. 
 
To re-pot terrestrials, I’m start with emptying the pot into a tray 
and by hand finding all the new tubers, some species are more 
difficult than others as some of the new tubers can be very 
small. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

I mulch with a thin layer of Casuarina needles on the top of the 
potting mix surface to reduce disturbance when watering and to 
slow down the drying out of the upper section of the potting mix 
and, hence, reduce the frequency of watering.  
 
Watering 
How and the frequency of watering depends on: - 
1) The species of orchid. 
2) The potting mix components and their size. 
3) The time of the year. 
4) The day and night temperature. 
5) Air movement around the pot, especially wind. 
6) The amount of sunlight reaching the pot. 
7) The humidity of the environment in which the pot and plant 
are kept will affect moisture loss.  
 
Thus, getting the watering correct involves observation, practice 
and a few aids to help.  
A useful aid is to make up some extra pots without orchids, then 
you will be able to dig into the pot and see if watering is 
required. You can also pull the name tag from a pot and observe 
the dampness on the end that has been sitting in the mix.  
The pots need to have moisture not water in the potting mix 
where the tubers resides, not too little so the plant dehydrates, 
or too much so the plant cannot get enough oxygen through its 
roots.  
 
Light and Humidity 
The amount of light varies depending on the genus, Pterostylis 
and Acianthus prefer shadier conditions than the Diuris, 
Caladenia and the aptly named Sun Orchids Thelymitras (So 
called because the flowers open as the sun rises and close by 
night). 
 
All these species resent stagnant humid conditions preferring an 
open position with plenty of air movement, as plants can get 
attacked by fungal infections.  
 
Fertilizing 
A small percentage of organic style fertilizer like blood and bone 
can be added to the potting mix. This year I’m trying 1 or 2 pots 
with extra fertilizer to see what difference it makes. 

(Continued on Page 10) 

 Australian Native Terrestrial Orchids (cont...) 

1. Fill about two-thirds of the pot with mix. 
 

2. Arrange tuberoids in the pot with growing eyes up. The 
tops of the tuberoids should be about 30mm below the 
final level of the mix. 
 

3. Top up the pot with mix, and add label to pot, with 
plant name, number of tubers and date. 
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Our Member Snapshot for this 

month is Ron and Lee Formby. Ron 

was recently honoured by the 

ANOS Sydney Group with a Life 

Membership award for his 

outstanding contributions to the 

club. He kindly shares with us his 

passion for growing native orchids. 

Q: How did you come to be an 
orchid enthusiast? 
Ron:  Many years ago I was given a 

plant of Cymbidium tracyanum and whilst trying to identify the 
black spots on its leaves, an interest in other colour forms was 
kindled.  So the start of a collection of cymbidiums ensued, 
trouble is you don't need a whole lot of cymbidiums, to take up 
a whole lot of space.  I can't quite remember how I got into 
natives but I remember way back when, a photo of Den. Elegant 
Heart 'Vibrant' on the cover of Wal Upton's book “Dendrobium 
Orchids of Australia” caught my eye … it was love at first sight, I 
was hooked! 
 

To this day I still have a penchant for Elegant Heart and its 
offspring. 
 

A blessing back then was that Sid Batchelor (Yondi Orchids) lived 
at Baulkham Hills; a visit needed only a slight deviation from 
course on the drive home from work. 
 

 

At one stage I was after 
a couple of seedlings of 
Sarcochilus falcatus the 
'big white form', and Sid 
suggested I approach 
Mike Harrison.  A 
meeting at Mike's place 
soon followed during 
which he recommended 
I join a native orchid 
society, and proposed 
Sydney Group (I got the 
seedlings). 
 

Eventually Lee and I 
ventured along one 
night to a meeting of 
ANOS Sydney Group, 
and there up front 
where Andrew now 

stands, to my amusement, was Mike.  Slowly we became 
acquainted with the cluster of very talented members … David 
Butler, Neil & Meg Finch, Bernie Fletcher, Sid Batchelor, David 
Banks, Darryl Smedley, Gerry Walsh … of course Mike, there 
were many more.  To this day I still find it hard to believe the 
depth of knowledge, experience and talent that existed in 
Sydney Group. 
 

Over the years though, what I personally consider my most 
fortuitous meeting was approaching David Butler, when trying to 
get my hands on a piece of Den. kingianum 'Boundary King'.  This 
still exists in my collection today. 
 

Q: Which are your favourite native orchids and why? 
Ron:  Still the native dendrobium hybrids, especially the 
"Hot/Colds", I must admit I always have and always will be an 
absolute "colour junkie".  But more and more I am acquiring 
what hopefully will evolve into quality yellows and golds.  But if 
a breeder has seedlings with a riot of colour or strongly coloured 
pod parent, crossed with a quality speciosum, I'm on the phone.  
Currently there are a whole lot of seedlings in my collection with 
'Windermere' genes in them. 
 

My favourite species first and foremost is Sarcochiuls falcatus, 
particularly the "purple chin" var. montanus or whatever the 
latest conversation is.  I never tire of venturing into the backyard 
on a bright day, and getting a whiff of vanilla essence perfume! 
 
Q:  Approximately how many “plants” in your collection? 
Ron:  Have never counted them, but compared to a lot of other 
growers my collection is relatively small.  My better plants (the 
ones I know personally), are hung.  But like others, I suffer the 
perennial problem of wishing I had "a bit" more bench space.  
Although when it comes to re-potting, I wish my collection was 
even smaller. 
 

Currently after a more severe cull than normal last flowering, I 
actually have space.  Which I consider only a temporary 
aberration. 
 
Q:  How often do you water your orchids? 
Ron: All my plants grow under 50% woven shade-cloth in 
Western Sydney, with an extra layer of 50% permanently affixed 
to the south western facing side, after its first Summer.  An extra 
layer of 50% is added to the roof in Summer when temperatures 
start to get unreasonable.  Conversely a layer of Solarweave, the 
white tarpaulin type stuff, is added over the roof in Winter for 
protection from cold winter rains, and for when Jack Frost visits. 
 

Depending on weather of course, I consider myself a reasonably 

heavy waterer during Summer.  Every second day or so in the 

evening, sometimes 

every day, although 

I also "mist".  

Nothing better than 

arriving home in the 

early evening, at the 

end of a hot day, 

than wandering 

down the back to 

the shadehouse, to 

see how the inmates 

have fared. Plugging 

my ancient "Fogg-it" nozzle (the purple coded one) into the end 

of the hose and blasting clouds of water mist into every corner 

of the shadehose.  Can't help feeling that I get more enjoyment 

out of it than the plants.  I also get the utmost pleasure watching 

the shadehouse thermometer plummet.  

During Winter with the Solarweave in residence, approximately 

once a week in the morning, and at times once a fortnight.   

Member Snapshot – Ron and Lee Formby 

 

Den. Brinawa x speciosum 

 

 

 

Den. Gillieston Jazz 
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Q: Do you fertilize your orchids? 
Ron:  Over the last couple of years I have used Basacote 
controlled release granules sparingly through the mix when 
repotting.  Seasol is also used immediately after repotting. 

 

But I also fertilize when I 
feel a bit guilty, with 
HSO12, and Nitrosol 
occasionally. 
 

Not very often, actually 
hardly ever!, almost 
never!, honest! … what's 
that I hear?, shock, horror 
… NITROGEN!!!.  A weak 
solution of Aquasol, with a 
dash of Epson Salts and 
just a smidgen of Iron 
Chelates helps to give the 
seedlings a nudge.  I keep 
meaning to get with a 
programme but these 
days' other things seem to 
intervene. 
 

Only recently to alleviate the drudgery of fertilizing, I enlisted 
the services of one of those Siphon Mixers, and am now 
wondering why I hadn't done (trusted) it sooner!  My intention 
is to head down the "weakly/weekly" path. 
 

Q: What are the common 
pests that attack your orchids 
and how do you control 
them? 
Ron:  My main nemesis is the 
Greenlooper caterpillar, I 
prefer Dipel if I haven't run 
out of it, although I always 
seem to have Carbaryl on the 
shelf.  My much preferred 
method of retribution is to 
crush them, between thumb 
and index finger or under 
foot, I find this method much 
more rewarding than 
spraying. 
 

I also get visited occasionally by the odd Dendrobium Beetle or 
two, and spray Confidor (actually the cheaper Hortico forgery), 
as a precaution and hopefully prior to their arrival.  But there 
again I prefer the "crush method" for entertainment.  For spots 
etc., Mancozeb is enlisted at the prescribed rate.  Occasionally 
other chemicals are applied for a specific problem but those 
mentioned previously are my main stays. 
 
Q: What was the most memorable orchid collection you’ve 
visited? 
Ron:  Over the years I have been impressed by many orchid 
collections, the few that stand apart would have to be Henk van 
den Berg's, not just his collection the whole back yard, the 
Bonsai's etc., I have told many I reckon he trims his lawn edges 
with a scalpel.  
 

David Butler's continues to be a pleasure to visit for his down to 
earth approach to orchids, and most other things.  
 
Although a surprise entry 

of recent times was John 

Hurst's.  After a couple of 

years of John inviting me 

over for a cup of tea, and a 

look see.  A few months 

ago we set a day … I was 

impressed … his collection 

is so healthy, and literally 

"spotless" (the black kind).  

But quite distinctive, due 

to the amount of fungicide 

residue on his plants.  I 

have joked with John, 

that's the way he "marks" 

his plants for those 

"Judges”. 

Q: Which is your favourite 
nursery to purchase 
orchids from? 
Ron:  For flasks – Almost exclusively David Butler, although these 
days David is devoting most of his time to Sarcochilus. 
 
For seedlings – Days past, Yondi (Sid Bachelor), Orchid Glenn 
(Ken Russell), most definitely Down Under Native Orchids.  
Couldn't go anywhere within the vicinity of Kilaben Bay near 
Newcastle without auto pilot cutting in.  Honestly on their 
insistence, we got Neil and Meg out of bed (IT WAS STILL DARK!) 
for a morning coffee, on one of our trips to Brisbane.  To pick up 
an order of the latest and greatest. 
 

Now under the guidance of Grahame and Callyn, I am getting 
reacquainted with D.U.N.O..  Recently we called in to pick up an 
order from Graeme, on a weekend away.  His parting comment 
was "…you'll be back!" … bludgers got me pegged already!  I 
have over the years bought from most nurseries (past and 
present) selling natives, either during an arranged visit or by mail 
order. 
 

Whilst writing this I am awaiting delivery of an order I placed 
with The Hanging Garden (Balnarring) for several of their Den. 
Rock Candy seedlings, once more quality speciosum on colour 
(it's tragic).  But the regular victims would also have to include 
Tinonee Orchid Nursery (Ray Clement) and the Australian 
Orchid Nursery (Wayne Turville). 
 

Q: What was the worst mistake you ever made growing your 
orchids? 
Ron:  Probably not completely sealing my shade house when I 
built it.  Because we had only just moved into our existing house 
I had to keep the "Social Director" happy with an aesthetically 
pleasing version.  Previously I had grown my then smaller 
collection under quite a large pergola BBQ area, which according 
to Lee anyway, also served as an entertaining area 
 

Ron and Lee Formby (Cont.....) 

 

Den. Stunning x Ray's Spot 

 

Den. Tosca 

 

Den. Burgundy Dream 
A very generous momento of my 

visit to John Hurst’s 
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Q: What would you advise novices thinking of or just starting 
out growing orchids? 
Ron:  Get around to shows and take note of the orchids that 
appeal to you, join a club and get involved.  Possibly the best 
and also the worst thing that I ever did as the "new kid on the 
block", was volunteer for Editorship of our newsletter. Through 
it though I also got directly involved with members of the club. 
Even back then (as now) articles were a constant nightmare, 
although Gerry Walsh could always be relied upon for his 
amusing "A Bit About" pearls of wisdom. 
 

If you see seedlings in a catalogue or online that you simply must 
have, never be afraid of getting plants sent through the mail, 
they travel extremely well.  Several of the nurseries have turned 
packaging into an art form. 
 

Oh!, Lee suggested that I inform the newer "newbies" that the 
correct pronunciation for Den. bigibbum, you know the one, the 
"Cooktown Orchid" them north of the border have it as their 
state flower.  Is actually pronounced "by-gib-bum" not "big-ee-
bum" … just between you and I, Meg Finch (early on) graciously 
enlightened me! 
 
Q: What do you like about our club ANOS Sydney Group and 
what activity do you enjoy the most? 
Ron:  Although membership has declined over the years from 
the heady heights of years gone by.  The depth of knowledge 
and experience that still exists within the group, and the 
willingness to pass that knowledge on I still find quite refreshing. 
 

I enjoy it when the commercial guys show up for a chat, and give 
everyone an insight into the parents they are breeding with, and 
the direction they are headed.  Plus, due to timing, by the time 
you read this I have relished my "annual hit" of KFC at our 
Christmas Party, c'mon December! 
 
Q:  What is on your orchid wish list? 
Ron:  To get down to the "Melbourne Orchid Spectacular" with a 
detour via the Mornington Peninsula, and a look see at AON 
before Wayne pulls the pin in a couple of years. 
 
Q:  Is there anything else you may want to add? 
Ron:  Having previously stated sourcing my plants from all over 
Australia.  The other half, the "Social Director", for some strange 
reason, has always considered a visit to any orchid nursery 
synonymous with lunch at a local establishment. 
 

 
Pests 
As for pests, the usual suspects Slugs and Snails can do immense 
damage in a very short time. Baits for these can be a necessary 
evil. Keeping plants suspended on mesh benches is a good 
deterrent. Thrips and Red Spider can at times also cause 
problems. 
 
Temperature 
As a general rule, plants grow most rapidly between the 
temperatures of 15 and 30° C. although most Australian 
terrestrials can tolerate freezing, it should be avoided if possible. 
 
Few terrestrial orchids grow in alpine areas. And those which do 
flower mainly in spring and summer. (For example, Corybas 
dienemus, endemic to Macquarie Island have a flowering period 
between November and January.) 
 
Housing.  
Without doubt, the best form of housing for terrestrial orchids is 
a specially constructed shadehouse. 
The shadehouse should have a translucent solid roof to protect 
plants from excessive rain and light, and two or three walls of 
shade cloth to protect plants from strong winds, but still give 
good ventilation. 

 

However, you can grow terrestrial orchids in a variety of places 
around the home.  
Under trees (provided pots are protected from drips), on a porch 
or veranda, in a sunroom or anywhere indoors where indoor 
plants grow well. If a saucer is used under a pot, insure that it 
does not retain water. 
The mix in pots which are not under a solid roof must be very 
well draining to prevent tuberoids from rotting from remaining 
too wet for too long. 
 
I have also planted some spare tubers in the garden with good 
success. 
 
 
 
 

 

Ron and Lee Formby (Cont.....) Australian Native Terrestrial Orchids (Cont.....) 

Plants can be sourced from:  

 some ANOS Group’s that have tuber banks;  

 specialist orchid nurseries; and 

 sales tables at orchid shows.  

 

 

 

A tad more "rustic" these days (late afternoon) 
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There are almost 200 species of Leek Orchid (Prasophyllum spp.) 

in Australia, with over 40 species in New South Wales alone. 

They are beautiful, delicate little things, with long, slender 

flower spikes filled with small ‘upside-down’ flowers, often 

appearing the season after a fire or during wet years. But they 

are in trouble. Over a third of Leek Orchid species in New South 

Wales are endangered, some are critical - down to a handful of 

plants and on the very brink of extinction. The causes of their 

decline are all the usual suspects: land clearing, rabbits, weeds, 

and the situation is the same all across the country.  
 

In this respect Leek Orchids are not unique; many of our native 

orchid species are struggling for survival. However, Leek Orchids 

face another issue: we currently do not know how to grow them 

in cultivation. Growing and re-introducing plants back into the 

wild is an essential tool in the conservation of threatened 

species. The Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria - Orchid 

Conservation Program has had great success with many 

endangered native orchids from southeast Australia, but we 

have not been able to crack the Leek Orchids. They have proven 

extremely difficult to grow, usually not germinating at all, or 

germinating but then dying soon after. Curiously though, 

occasionally some success has been had, but successful 

germination trials to our knowledge have so far proved un-

repeatable. 
 

The problem appears to be in the relationship between the Leek 

Orchid seed and its soil fungus. Due to the extremely small size 

of orchid seed, mycorrhizal fungi that live in the soil are required 

to inoculate and germinate the orchid seed and they also play an 

important role in adult plants, supplying nutrients, energy and 

water to the orchid. To grow native orchids from seed, we 

extract these fungi from the roots of an adult plant and then 

sow it with the seed in a petri dish in our lab. With most orchids, 

this works wonderfully well and the little baby orchids grow up 

just fine. But something is going on in the relationship between 

Leek Orchids and their mycorrhizal fungi that are causing seed 

germination and seedling growth to fail.  
 

To try and remedy this, I am beginning a three year PhD study 

into Leek Orchids to work out what is going on. But, I NEED 

YOUR HELP! Have you ever tried to grow Leek Orchids or the 

related Midge Orchids (even if it was a complete failure)? Or 

have you ever observed them recruiting from seed in the wild? If 

so I would love to hear from you, please contact me at 

marc.freestone@rbg.vic.gov.au or 0428 304 299. 
 

Funding and support for this project: Australian National 

University, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, Federal Government 

Environmental Science Programme, University of Tasmania. 

 

 

 

Sydney Group Support: 

Sydney Group strongly supports all efforts aimed at conserving 

native orchids and requests any member who might be able to 

assist Marc to please get in contact with him at the earliest 

opportunity.  

 

For member’s information, 

Marc is an Orchid 

Conservation Officer who 

works with Noushka Reiter 

and a dedicated group of 

volunteers at the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria 

laboratory and nursery on 

their Orchid Conservation 

Program.  

 

 

 

The Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria - Orchid Conservation 

Program, where Marc is studying, is the largest orchid 

conservation program of its type in the world. The Orchid 

Conservation at the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria is entirely 

supported by grants and individual donations including from the 

Australian Orchid Foundation, The Australian Communities 

Foundation, The Australasian Native Orchid Society, local 

community groups and individuals.  
 

Further information on the Orchid Conservation Program can be 

found at: https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/science/projects/orchid-

conservation 
 

Marc is also a member of ANOS Vic and a regular radio guest on 

ABC Gippsland (in Victoria) where he presents a monthly 

segment on the flora of the Gippsland region. 

Further information on Marc and his work is at the Orchid 

Conservation Program can be found at: 

https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/staff/marc-freestone/marc-

freestone 

Conservation of Leek Orchids (Prasophyllum) 

Understanding soil fungi to save a genus of threatened orchids from extinction – by Marc Freestone 

Riverina Leek-orchid (Prasophyllum aff. occidentale) an endangered 

orchid from uncultivated native grasslands in the Riverina. 

 

Marung Leek-orchid (Prasophyllum beatrix) restricted to a few remaining 
Cypress-pine blocks in the Riverina. 

https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/science/projects/orchid-conservation
https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/science/projects/orchid-conservation
https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/staff/marc-freestone/marc-freestone
https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/staff/marc-freestone/marc-freestone


14 
 

 

 

Why do orchids die apart from climate, toxicity, or 

disease? 

Hi to all the brotherhood of orchid growers. Why do orchids die 

apart from climate, toxicity, disease? One of the main culprits is 

you.  Do you think that when you turn your sprinkler on, or 

water your bush house with a hose and nozzle, that all 

pathogens cannot live in the mix and drown? Their spores get 

randomly flushed out through the bottom of a well drained pot?  

See in these photos what happens when we do not get it right: 

 

 

Although this is hard to do, the ultimate way is to dip and soak 

the plant (instead of watering) with a solution of:                     

1. Dishwashing Liquid (30mls) 

2. Hospital Grade Disinfectant (30mls) 

3. Strongrow Mineral Orchid Powder (15mls) 

You can substitute the Strongrow powder with these ingredients 

(mix well before adding to the solution): 

1. Fine Ag Lime (3 parts) 

2. Dolomite (1 part) 

3. Blood and Bone (1 part) 

4. Fertiliser of your choice (1 part) 

 

 

 

You can mix all the ingredients in a large bucket (12 – 15L), 

agitate then dip orchid in this. The orchid will be restored back 

to normal in a few days when dried out in pot. This is what we 

do to restore our plants, you are welcome to try it but at your 

own risk. 

 

 

Cym. caneliculatum 'Gold Speckle' - this plant was near death 

two years ago from using too much white oil, the mineral 

treatment brought it back to life (together with using a quality 

orchid potting mix). 

The Bush Basher signing off for now - keep those orchids smiling 

at you. If not,....have a chat with me.  

Out And About (Tall Tales but Very True) 
By Mark Daniels (strongrow.orchids@gmail.com) 

A nearly dead orchid 

Dry & wet sweaty areas - Mycelium fungal infection kills orchids 

My ingredients 

Contact Mark Daniels: strongrow.orchids@gmail.com 
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Of all the cultural facets that orchid growers must come to grips 
with, the simple act of watering them is perhaps the most 
difficult one to quantify. In nearly every other department of 
horticulture, we are given very specific instructions on what to 
do for this or how to handle that. 
 
To explain what I am on about, the following example would 
seem the best way to start the discussion rolling. Let us assume 
for a moment that you are sitting on a rock in the middle of the 
desert, just hanging around . . . doing nothing, when a UFO 
suddenly lands in front of you. Out steps Urqvug, an entity with a 
face only his mum could love. He announces that you are the 
chosen one and presents you with a plant that will rid the Earth 
of all disease and at least half of all St George supporters. 
 
What a boom this wonderful plant is, you smirk to yourself; "I 
will be filthy rich!" Within a few seconds, Urqvug has returned to 
his ship and zoomed off. All that is left is a simple set of 
instructions, mysteriously written in English, telling you how to 
nurture this incredible shrub. 
 
In short, the Medivac Dragon plant (as you have promptly 
baptised it) is best grown in an open mix of three parts coarse 
river sand and one part German peat moss, into which you must 
mix five grams each of iron chelates and Magnesium sulphate.  
 
Place this in an eight-inch pot (terra cotta for preference) and 
fertilise with 50 grams of six month Osmocote twice a year. If 
fungus spots appear, treat with Fungerbunger at the rate of one 
ml/litre. Grow in warm position under 50% shade cloth. Tip 
prune twice a year. 
 
Now, what could be simpler you think? But right at the end of 
Urqvugs instructions you come to the loose cannon. "Water As 
Required" it says. What the hell does that mean? How many 
mils? How many litres? How often? Less in winter? More in 
summer? Morning or night? The panic sets in . . . 
 
And so it is in your bush house. Everything is defined for you in 
very exacting terms. That is until you come to the watering. Then 
its Raffertys Rules. Watering is a greatly imprecise science that 
can be neither accurately taught nor confidently interpreted. 
 
Prevailing environmental factors play a huge role in how much 
water an orchid needs, or rather, how much water the grower 
needs to give it. Using my own bush house as an example, it sits 
in the middle of about 15 acres of surrounding land that has not 
a windbreak or building of any kind for at least 70 metres. When 
the winds are up they rip across without obstruction and dry the 
whole bush house out quite quickly. 
 
Where I used to live I had the luxury of protection by paling 
fences and brick houses all around and at close proximity. I did 
not need to water with anything like the regularity that I need to 
now. It took a while to adapt my watering to suit the new 
conditions. There was no formula or set of tables that could help 
me. We must each learn to adapt to our allotted conditions. 
 

 

 
 
One of the greatest problems I have encountered is explaining to 
new chum growers how they should treat a species they have 
just acquired and have no experience of. The most frequent 
question is usually "How often do I water it?" The answer is 
always given with mixed feelings and complicated explanations 
on what constitutes normalcy. 
 
The real problem is this: what one grower calls heavy watering is 
exactly what the next grower would think of as light watering. I 
experience this myself often. I have been in bush houses where 
the owners should have been reported for cruelty to their plants, 
such was the infrequency of their watering. And yet the plants 
themselves seem happy enough. It is me that has the 
misunderstanding. 
 
One of the best native orchid growers around the village is Eric 
Lielkajis. Eric has given me a few nice plants over the years. He 
grows them in what I would call wet conditions. There is lots of 
bright green moss on most of Erics mounted plants. Within a few 
weeks of being sentenced to life under my brutal conditions, a 
good number of those unfortunate plants have tossed it in.  
 
There really is no way I could hope to emulate Erics conditions, 
even by throwing truck loads of money at my bush house. 
 
The shock of being transferred from the Lielkajis Hilton to Stalag 
Walsh has proven too much for many of the plants. And yet 
others I have from bush houses where the conditions were never 
as soft as Erics have fared much better. But wet certainly works 
for Eric, and works well. 
 
The problem, I admit, is all in my head, and what I call 
insufficient watering under my conditions, has proved successful 
enough for growers with less harsh locations. I guess a Calamari 
Bushman, (I think that should be Kalahari actually), and a New 
Guinea Highlander would have differing ideas on how much 
water normal actually represents. 
 
Other aspects of culture come into the water equation as well.  
The potting mix is a very important one.  So too are the mounts 
you use. 

(Continued next page) 

A Bit About.....Watering Those Orchids 

By Gerry Walsh - The Rock Lily Man 

One thirsty plant! 

http://www.therocklilyman.com/
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A piece of tree fern obviously holds more water than a fence 
paling. And if you are using sphagnum moss or epiphytic moss 
your plants will not be drying out as fast as they would without 
it. 
 
Another problem is delineating between heavy watering and 
frequent watering. If you happen to be an astronaut, you may be 
away from home for four or five weeks at a time. You must 
water when you can and that means you will probably water 
heavy. This is preferable to letting your missus run riot with the 
hose, dragging it over half your pots and missing wetting the 
other half anyway. 
 
In my own case, I tend to water frequently but not as heavy as I 
would like. It takes me about 50 minutes to deliver a light 
watering in the bush house. In summer, this means a daily 
drudgery that I grow weary of quickly. I resent the amount of 
time I need to find and by autumn I have inevitably developed a 
hatred of the job and wish I could give all the orchids away. The 
amount of water I give is watered down dramatically and I rush 
through them swearing and muttering as I go. To give what I call 
a heavy watering takes around an hour and a half. If I fertilise, 
this extends to two hours. The daily quick fix is the lesser of the 
two evils I have decided. 
 
A compromise I mostly stick to is to just water the mounted 
plants every day and add on the potted plants every third day. If 
the weather is not up in the high 30sC or the occasional 
thunderstorm has dumped some relief over all, then the daily 
drudgery is certainly lessened. 
 
One of the saddest sights of all has to be entering a bush house 
where the owner has given in to the dark side of their watering 
obligations. Plants defoliating all over the place, shriveled up 
new growths, the lack of that freshness that always accompanies 
a well-maintained collection. 
 
Some geniuses have gone to the expense of installing automatic 
watering systems complete with solenoid switches, chrome 
plated timers and cubic zirconium fog nozzles. I hate these 
because I cannot afford them. My bush house is too big and I am 
too poor. Oh woe is me! Also, I doubt they work without having 
their own peculiar problems. You must have good mains water 
pressure for a start. Even then the nozzles may block up and 
cause you a real headache. 
 
I did have one of those cheap black plastic systems in my old 
bush house. But I found it did not cover all the orchids no matter 
how hard I tried to arrange the nozzles. In the end I had inserted 
so many that the main water pressure fell away dramatically. I 
issued a decree to all the neighbors that they were not to 
shower or flush their toilets without my permission.   This 
created ill feeling, particularly with the people over the back 
fence. 
 
The long-term problem was some orchids getting too dry and 
others staying too wet. Potted plants were drowned. Open 
flowers were another worry. You never want water spots on 
flowers.  
 

 
Hand watering allows you to wet only those orchids that you 
want to. It also ensures you cast a discerning eye over every 
single orchid each time you water. Any problems are then picked 
up in the early stages. I must admit though, that the automatic 
system would be a great asset during those seven or eight days 
of summer when the temperature hits the 40s and the attending 
dry winds singe your eyebrows. 
 
I doubt there is anything more dangerous than trying to explain 
to a novice grower that a plant should not be over-watered. This 
tends to lead to wide-eyed assurance and exaggerated head 
nodding, along with heart-wrenching promises that such a 
mortal sin just will not happen. So his/her new specimen may 
end up crucified in a high up corner of the bush house, literally 
not receiving excess water. Some common sense just has to be 
applied. 
 
Watering is an art that can only be developed by the individual. 
Heavy watering, light watering, only you can decide. One of the 
biggest mistakes that novice growers repeatedly wreak on 
poorly performing orchids is to give it more water. I used to do it 
all the time. I still get fooled from time to time. You know the 
tale; a plant sits in the pot, loosing leaves and new growths 
rotting off. More water is rarely the answer unless you have 
reduced your watering to ridiculous levels. Re-potting is nearly 
always the cure. Fresh potting mix often works miracles. 
 
So if someone gives you a piece of a rare or hard to grow orchid, 
or even a shrub that promises salvation to the entire human 
race, along with retribution for all Parramatta supporters, you 
must quickly come to grips with its water requirements. Keen 
observation on a weekly basis is mandatory. Never rely on vague 
instructions on the label. Or if the grower says he waters it 
heavy, or frequently, or whatever, you must remember that his 
idea of watering is undoubtedly different to yours. Think for 
yourself . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Bit About.....Watering Those Orchids (cont...) 

Editor’s Note: 
Reprinted with permission from Gerry Walsh – The Rock Lily 
Man (www.therocklilyman.com). 
 
Subscribe to Gerry’s newsletter: 
http://www.therocklilyman.com/lists/?p=subscribe&id=1 
 

Gerry’s wide open orchid house 

http://www.therocklilyman.com/
http://www.therocklilyman.com/lists/?p=subscribe&id=1
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 Arthrochilus huntianus – Bracey’s 
Lookout, Lithgow 

 
Prasophyllum canaliculatum 

 

 
 
 

This month, our Field Trips Officer and Conservation Officer Jan Mohandas and his wife Margaret have provided us beautiful 
photos of native terrestrial orchids that were found around parks and bushlands in the ACT and NSW.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Flowering Native Terrestrial Orchids  
By Jan and Margaret Mohandas 

Dipodium punctatum – ACT 

  
Cryptostylis leptochila – Tourist 

Road, Robertson 

      
Diuris monticola – Rainbow Lake track, 

Snowy Mountains 
 

 Cryptostylis subulata – Wentworth Falls 

Pterostylis falcata – Polblue, Barrington Tops 
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Dates to 

Remember... 

  

17 February 2017 ANOS Sydney Group – Monthly Meeting 8.00 pm to 10:00 pm 

Baulkham Hills Community Centre, Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills 

Guest Speaker:  

26 February 2017 Hills District Orchids Autumn Open Day 
183 Windsor Rd Northmead NSW (Please park in Mary St. or Windermere Ave.) 

Vendors include: Tinonee Orchid Nursery & Macquarie Native Orchids 

31 March – 1 April 2017 International Orchid Fair 
Castle Hill Showground, Castle Hill 

8 – 9 April 2017 Collectors Plant Fair  
Hawkesbury Race Club, Clarendon Rd, Clarendon 

26 – 28 May 2017 Orchids Out West 
Hawkesbury Race Club, Clarendon Rd, Clarendon 

 

 

 

info@australianorchids.com.au 
www.australianorchids.com.au 

Suite 1, Level 3  
60 Macquarie Street 
Parramatta NSW 2150 
Phone: 02 9687 7933 
Fax: 02 9687 7944 
  

www.takchilaw.com.au 

Den. Flinders Gray Lady              

Australian Orchid Nursery 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-33.7609233,150.9892746,3a,75y,89.13h,96.45t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sldBG5KGTjq5_yhWOrBGKNQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
http://www.hillsdistrictorchids.com/
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/183+Windsor+Rd,+Northmead+NSW+2152/@-33.7785408,150.9971777,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a24b43091ffd:0x9cdad02ff3ad4f8f!8m2!3d-33.7785453!4d150.9993664?hl=en
http://www.orchidfair.com.au/
http://www.collectorsplantfair.com/
http://www.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/OOW2017.htm
http://www.australianorchids.com.au/
http://www.takchilaw.com.au/
http://www.australianorchids.com.au

