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Dendrobium kingianum 
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 Guest Speaker: Jan Mohandas 

Audiovisual presentation of terrestrial native 
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Our Guest Speaker: John Mohandas 

Topic: Audiovisual presentation of terrestrial native orchids 

from Jan and Margaret's trip to South Australia and Victoria 
during September - October 2017.  
 
During the months of September and October Jan and Margaret 
Mohandas travelled through various areas of South Australia 
and Victoria in order to see and take photos of native orchids in 
the wild. They were able to see about 70 different species of 
terrestrial orchids like Caladenia parva (see photo below). 
 
Jan and Margaret have been members of ANOS Sydney Group 
now for many years. Jan is well known for his passion for 
searching for and photographing, with Margaret's assistance, 
native orchids in the bush, in particular terrestrial orchids. Most 
weeks throughout the year Jan and Margaret get out and about 
or travel near or far to see and photograph rare, unusual or new 
orchids to them. Jan is an exceptional photographer and this is 
vividly demonstrated in his presentations, many issues of the 
Orchidophile, and the wonderful calendar Jan and Margaret 
have produced for the enjoyment of their friends and Sydney 
Group members/friends the past few years.  
 
It has been several years since Jan last spoke to the group so it is 
with much anticipation that we welcome him and Margaret 
back. 

 
 
 

In Remembrance -  Bob Toombs 
 

Robert (Bob) Vivian Toombs passed away on Tuesday 2 January 
2018 after a long and arduous illness which kept him away from 
his home and beloved orchids for long stretches at a time. Bob 
lived in West Ryde and belonged to numerous orchid societies - 
mainly OSNSW, Eastwood OC (for 53 years), ANOS Sydney (for 
35 years) and Ku-ring-gai OS. 
 
Bob not only grew established orchids, but also went in for 
hybridising. I remember Bob telling me he had a piece of the 
original Den. speciosum Charlie that was given to him. Bob was a 
member who pitched in and helped, setting up monthly 
meetings, shows, or any job which needed doing. He also stored 
a lot of equipment for ANOS and others, in his home as he had 
plenty of rooms vacant. 
 
Bob was also very generous with his time at show time - doing 
more than his fair share of duty. 
 

- Bernadette Williams 

 

 

I first met Bob when I started my apprenticeship at Automatic 
Totalisators at Meadowbank in 1951. Bob was a tradesman 
toolmaker and would have been about 26 at the time and well 
liked by everyone. He was a real practical joker and would send 
us young apprentices to the store for a left-handed screwdriver 
or striped paint.  
 
There was another chap there who was an orchid exporter so 
Bob and he would have long discussions about orchids. I would 
listen in and that was how I became interested in orchids.  
 
In the late sixties, Bob was a member of Eastwood Orchid Circle 
and asked me to join which I did (He served 2 terms as president 
of Eastwood). We would combine to put on a small orchid 
display at our shows in the Masonic Hall Eastwood.  
 
Bob was a very interesting person to talk to and taught me 
about hybridising which I had a go at and he would put the seed 
down. One of the rooms in his house was full of bottles of baby 
orchids.  
 
I worked with Bob at Auto Totalisators for 35 years. They had a 
good social club and when Bob grew his beard he was always 
Santa Clause at the Christmas party. 
 
Bob's other hobbies included photography and he belonged to a 
camera club.  One of the girls in the office married Bob's brother 
Keith. As Bob had no children of his own, he took a great interest 
in his nephews and they remained very close right to the end.  
 
Bob was always a great friend of mine.  
 

- Trevor Miller  
 

 

 

Our Club Bulletin Board 

GREAT NEWS! THE SALES TABLE IS BACK! 
We will be starting up a sales table at our monthly meetings 
from April as part of our plan to make our meetings more 
attractive for our members and hopefully to entice more 
orchid enthusiasts to join ANOS Sydney.  
 
All the usual orchid gear will be available: pots, bark, 
fertilisers, etc. 
 
If anyone has any ideas for what they would like to see 
available or things they have found difficult to source, please 
let us know or have a chat to Barry Moore at the next 
meeting. 

 
Caladenia parva 
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Minutes of the ANOS Sydney Group General Meeting 
Held at Baulkham Hills Community Centre – Friday 16 
March 2018  
 

Meeting opened: 8:08 pm by President, Andrew Locke 
welcomed members and visitors. 

Apologies: C. Nidagal, S.P. Siah, J. & M. Mohandas  

New Members: Sally Wu and Micheal Riley  

Correspondence In/Out: Routine 

Treasurer’s report: presented for the February 2018 period. 
 
General Business: The President advised: 
 
 Group name badges can be ordered from Andrew for $9. 

 Members are encouraged to nominate for the Secretary 

position. In addition a Show Marshall and Publicity Officer is 

needed on Committee. Please speak to Andrew if you are 

able to assist. 

 Planning for this year’s auction is underway. A discussion 

was had about whether the auction should be on the night 

of the July general meeting (as normal), or during the 

morning/day time, either on the following Saturday or 

Sunday (28 or 29 July). A decision will be made at next 

month’s GM, with members asked to complete a survey 

about their preference prior to the meeting.  

 Barry is looking at business development ideas for the 

Group. Barry advised members of what he is intending 

including starting up a sales table with a range of products. 

 Thanks to Charlie who has uploaded The Orchidophile on 

the website. 

 Society polo-shirts are still available for sale from Charlie – 

speak to him at a meeting. 

 Thanks to David Banks for donating copies of the latest 

Australian Orchid Review for the raffle. 

 Details of the World Orchid Conference will be circulated in 

The Orchidophile. Volunteers are needed for the event.  

 The ANOS Inc Travel Club will be travelling to Western 

Australia, north of Perth in August. Places are limited. 

Contact Andrew if you are interested and want more 

information.  

 Greg Steenbeeke advised the group of the updated 

Protection Plants Policy and current response period for the 

Policy. 

 

. 

Meeting broke for refreshments. 

Presentation by: Bill Dobson ‘Our trip to Western Australia’. 

Plant of the evening – Sarcochilus Bonanza – Jorn and Yvonne 

Villien. 

Next meeting 20 April 2018. Presentation to be advised. 

Meeting closed at 9:30pm 

 

A big welcome to our new members!  
Istvan Ficker from Blactown, Sally Wong from Winston Hills and 
Micheal Riley from Campbelltown.  
 
 

July Annual Auction Quick Survey 

Members are asked to advise by email (anossydney@gmail.com) 
their preference for the annual auction, namely: 
1) Comments on holding the auction on the July meeting 

(20/7) night (as usual).  
2) Comments on holding the auction on Saturday 28 July - 

morning/day (auction starting from 9:30am).  
3) Are you able to assist in running the auction on either/both 

days?  
4) Any other comment. 
  

 

Be sure not to miss the ANOS Newcastle Group’s 
Autumn Orchid Spectacular! 

 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

mailto:anossydney@gmail.com
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March Meeting Photos: 

 

 

 
 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

 
Den. bigibbum – P. Murn 

 
Den. bigibbum var. superbum alba – C. Bradley 

 
Den. monophyllum – S. Holland 

 
Dockrilla rigida – B. Spurrs 

 
Oberonia palmicola – B. Spurrs 

 
Sarco. hirticalcar – J. Portelli 

 
Plant of the Evening  

Sarco. Bonanza – J. & Y. Villen 

 
 Guest Speaker for March Bill Dobson and Andrew Locke  

(All Photos by John Klepetko) 
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Benching results for March 2018 (with 
Section Numbers) 

 
Section 1 - Dendrobium species (4 entries) 
1. Den. bigibbum    P. Murn 
2. Den. bigibbum var. superbum alba    C. Bradley 
3. Den. bigibbum 'Compact Cookies'    G. & S. Russell 
 
Section 2 - Dendrobium hybrids (3 entries) 
1. Den. Colonial Maid    P. Murn 
2. Den. Hilda Poxon    Y. & S. Chan 
3. Den. Hilda Poxon    C. Bradley 
 
Section 3 - Dockrillia species (1 entry) 
1. Dock. rigida    B. Spurrs 
 
Section 4 - Dockrillia hybrids (1 entry) 
1. Dock. Hot Coals    J. & Y. Villien 
 
Section 6 - Sarcochilus species – novelty (3 entries) 
1. Sarco. hirticalcar    J. Portelli 
2. Sarco. hirticalcar    C. Bradley 
3. Sarco. hirticalcar    C. Bradley 
 
Section 8 - Sarcanthinae hybrids (19 entries) 
1. Sarco. Bonanza    J. & Y. Villien 
2. Sarco. Bonanza    C. Bradley 
3. Sarco. Ruby '#1' x Velvet '#1'    J. & Y. Villien 
 
Section 9 - Other epiphytic species (9 entries) 
1. Oberonia palmicola    B. Spurrs 
2. Cestichus svensonii    B. Spurrs 
3. Liparis reflexa    C. Bradley 
 

 
 
 
Section 18 - First flowered seedlings (1 entry) 
1. Sarco. Space Race    Y. & S. Chan 
 
Section 5 - Sarcochilus species – classic shape (0 entries) 
Section 7 - Other Sarcanthinae species – non Sarcochilus (0 
entries) 
Section 10 - Other epiphytic hybrids (0 entries) 
Section 11 - Australasian species (0 entries) 
Section 12 - Australasian hybrids (0 entries) 
Section 13 - Pterostylis species (0 entries) 
Section 14 - Diuris species (0 entries) 
Section 15 - Caladenia species (0 entries) 
Section 16 - Other terrestrial species (0 entries) 
Section 17 - Terrestrial hybrids (0 entries) 
 

Plant of the evening: Sarco. Bonanza    J. & Y. Villien 

 
 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

 
info@australianorchids.com.au 
www.australianorchids.com.au 

 
 Den. Angus 2016        

      Australian Orchid Nursery 

 

 
Sarcochilus Bonanza 

Photo by Sau-wan Chan 

http://www.australianorchids.com.au/
http://www.australianorchids.com.au
http://www.australianorchids.com.au/
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In My Bush House 
By Bill Dobson 

ANOS Sydney March 2018 Plant of the evening  

by Yin & Sau-wan Chan 

                                                                                                           
What has happened to Autumn I ask, as it seems that summer 
just rolls along? Yesterday on my deck, under cover, it was 39 
degrees. So don’t look a gift horse in the mouth. The roots on all 
my plants are moving and growing – so fertilize and push them 
along while you can. Winter is coming, to paraphrase a TV show 
so move them along now. If you do this you will be rewarded in 
the spring. 

Sarcochilus are moving well now so if you were going to re-pot 
now would be the time with the roots growing they would jump 
into new bark. Add some blood and bone and they will respond. 
Sarcochilus should be sending out their ’spikes’ now so feeding 
them is important as is watering.  

If you have Sarcochilus falcatus for example they should have 
their little stubby spikes initiated by now but will not burst into 
flower until late spring, September-October. It should come as 
no surprise that this is one of my favourite orchids. They grow 
from below the Victorian border all the way up the Great 
Dividing Range to just short of Cooktown. The interesting thing is 
there are some large gaps in between and the further north you 
get the earlier the flowering. So some of the plants from the 
Windsor and Atherton Tablelands flower as early as mid-July. So 
even if they are brought down to Sydney the flowering time 
remains the same.  

A lot of the Dendrobium growths are starting to finish their 
growth spurt and will be hardening off so look after them with 
water and fertilizing. This is essential for flowers this year and 
next. 
 
With the hot weather still here I have caught a couple more 
grass hoppers, so keep an eye out as they will chomp on new 
growths. The best time I have found is to go out after dark with a 
bright torch and you can see their feelers. The light will 
temporally blind them and then you can grab them. Aphids are 
around so you have to be out and looking at your new growths 
as these can suck the life out of them. I use Pirimor which was 
made especially as an aphicide, but you can use Eco Oil which 
will smother them.  
 
Keep the bush house clean, pick-up and dispose of old leaves 
and make sure you have plenty of room around plants that 
should flower this spring as you don’t want to be moving them 
about later.  
 
Dendrobium prenticei, Cadetia taylori, Bulbophyllum 
schillerianum, are in flower as are some hybrid Sarcochilus. 
Oberonia titania are coming into flower with their delicate 
tresses. These plants are hardier than they look but do come 
from cloud forests or wet forested areas, so keep misted on the 
hot days. 
 
 
Good Growing! 

 
Sarcochilus Bonanza 
It was a well-grown mature plant with 6 inflorescences, 5 of 
which were in bloom. It is unusual to have such a large specimen 
size Sarcochilus plant gracing the monthly benching this time of 
the year. Each inflorescence carried 2-9 open flowers. The 
flowers were flat and have rather unusual maroon coloured 
tepals with white blotches. 
 

This Sarcochilus Bonanza was bred using Sarcochilus Fitzhart 
‘Good Shape’ as seed parent, and Sarcochilus Velvet ‘Chocolate’ 
as pollen parent. It is a third generation Sarcochilus breeding 
involving Sarco. hirticalcar. There are many colour variations of 
Sarco. Bonanza available, from predominantly white to red of 
different shades. The colour of the flowers of this clone most 
probably came from the pollen parent. According to Jorn, the 
plant can flower twice a year, in summer as well as in spring. 
This hybrid is a good example of a successful hybridisation 
bringing two plants of different flowering periods together, in 
this case a Sarco. Fitzhart which normally flowers from 
September to November with stored pollens of a Sarco. Velvet 
which normally flowers between January and March, therefore 
extending the flowering period of the Sarcochilus orchids. 
Moreover, while retaining many desirable features of Sarco. 
Velvet, it also appears to produce side shoots easily and this 
helps the plant to grow to a specimen size quickly, a good 
feature of many Sarco. Fitzhart. 
 

According to Jorn and Yvonne, the plant is grown under laserlite 
cover with extra shade cloth during summer months and 
managed together with all other Sarcochilus hybrids. To increase 
humidity around the plants, the pots are placed on shallow trays 
with a layer of marine carpet and 3-6 mm gravel (see Figure 1). 
 

 

 
 

Photos by Sau-wan Chan 

Figure 1 
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Non-geophytic Orchids in New South Wales 
By Greg Steenbeeke 

 

Part Two – Dendrobium section Dendrocoryne. 
 

Dendrobium speciosum subsp. speciosum (Sydney rock 

orchid): is found mainly from south of the Hunter River, on rocks 
and very, very rarely on trees. Flowers generally ivory – cream, 
but may be yellow or white. Dense, larger inflorescence; thick 
bulbs with several firm-leathery leaves. 
 

 

Dendrobium speciosum subsp. hillii : north of the Hunter 

River (Newcastle) and typically on trees, sometimes on rocks. 
Flowers smaller, in large numbers, typically starkly white; tall, 
slender pseudobulbs with several leathery leaves. 

 
 

 

Dendrobium aemulum: has three forms in NSW – ironbark 

(type), rainforest (here) and brush box form (bulbs like wheel 
spokes). Few leaves on apex, rigid in texture. Always on trees, in 
a range of habitats. 

Dendrobium gracilicaule (var. gracilicaule to some): Quite 

common, very distinctive pseudobulbs. Labellum variable, 
mainly yellow but occasionally with reddish flecks. The reverse 
of the flowers are well coloured in most plants. 

 

 

 
Den. speciosum subsp. speciosum 

 
Den. speciosum subsp. hilli 

 
Dendrobium aemulum 

 
Dendrobium gracilicaule 
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Non-geophytic Orchids in New South Wales (Cont.) 

 

Dendrobium kingianum: From the Hunter River northwards. 

Several morphological and floral forms, many pink or toned with 
pink, and shapes quite variable but typically triangular. The 
labellum is typically well marked and the plants favour growing 
in bright to full-sun conditions. 

 
 
 

Dendrobium falcorostrum: Found only on the beech trees 

between the Hunter valley and the southern parts of 
Queensland, at highest altitudes. Plant form not dissimilar to 
some section Latourea plants, although the flowers are nowhere 
near as long lasting. Distinctive falcon-beak tip to the labellum, 
often passed to first-generation hybrids. 
 

 

 

Dendrobium tetragonum: ‘True’ D. tetragonum with small, 

dark flowers but plenty of them. Flowering occurs well up the 
pseudobulbs which can be up to almost a metre long. 
 

 
 

 
Dendrobium melaleucaphilum: Found primarily on prickly 

tea-tree (Melaleuca styphelioides) and may be over a metre 
across, with pseudobulbs up to a metre each. Flowering can 
occur right along a pseudobulb. The flowers are large and have a 
broad midlobe on the labellum.  
 

 
Dendrobium kingianum 

  
Dendrobium falcorostrum 

 
Dendrobium tetragonum 

 
Dendrobium melaleucaphilum 
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Non-geophytic Orchids in New South Wales (Cont.) 

 

Dendrobium monophyllum: A lithophyte or epiphyte, 

distinctive for the short, stocky and bent pseudobulbs topped by 
a single leaf. The racemes have small bell-shaped flowers in 
yellow, or sometimes green, as here. 

 

Dendrobium schneiderae : Found only at higher altitudes of 

ranges near the Queensland Border, primarily on hoop pine. 
Small pseudobulbs that tend to be closely clustered and topped 
by 2 leaves. Racemes are relatively few-flowered (5-10 is typical) 
and pendulous. 

 

 

Part Three – Dendrobium section Rhizobium. 
 

Dendrobium linguiforme: One of the most common orchids 

on sandstone rocks around Sydney, and also found right along 
the coast on rocks and trees. The flowers of the type form are 
starkly white, with long, slender segments and often appear 
quite untidy. Plants that are metres across are known. 
 

 

Dendrobium striolatum: One of the most common orchids on 

rocks in the Blue Mountains, and rare north of there, being 
found from the Hunter River south into Tasmania. Only on rocks, 
where it can form extensive mats. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
D. monophyllum 

 
Dendrobium schneiderae 

 
Dendrobium linguiforme 

 
Dendrobium striolatum 
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Non-geophytic Orchids in New South Wales (Cont.) 

 

Dendrobium teretifolium: Found from the south coast 

northwards, most common in coastal swamp forests and oak 
scrubs, but also found up onto the ranges. A large plant in flower 
is a magnificent sight. 
 

 
 

Dendrobium fairfaxii: Found mainly at higher altitudes, from 

the Blue Mountains north to the Dorrigo area and possibly 
further north. Long-leaved plants which tend to be more 
pendulous rather than spreading and flowers are typically on 
short racemes. The bases of the segments are marked with 
distinct striping, distinguishing it from D. teretifolium.  
 
 

 

 

Dendrobium dolichophyllum: Very similar to D. fairfaxii, with 

golden yellow to caramel-coloured flowers with even more 
prominent marks on both the segments and the labellum. The 
species is found from Dorrigo (maybe Washpool according to 
some) northwards. 

 

Dendrobium schoeninum (was D. beckleri): is an untidy 

plant with a distinctive growth form in which the successive 
leaves along the stems get smaller. Basal leaves can be 12-15 cm 
long (rarely even longer) and the final leaves on the ends of the 
stems – 10 to 12 leaves further out and up to a metre from the 
base of the plant – are tiny, sometimes under a cm long. Flowers 
are typically well marked, with purple on the labellum and 
stripes on the segments. They are also richly scented.  
 

 
 
 

 
Dendrobium teretifolium 

 
Den. fairfaxii 

 
Den. dolichophyllum 

 
Dendrobium schoeninum 
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Non-geophytic Orchids in New South Wales (Cont.) 

 

Dendrobium bowmanii: Another untidy species found in a 

few scattered areas of the northern parts of NSW. Flowers come 
out in autumn, unlike most of the other species in the section, 
and have green to brown flowers, often striped (more 
prominently on the reverse of the segments) and a broad, white 
labellum. It was known erroneously as D. mortii.  

 

Dendrobium mortii: A slender, pendulous plant that has well-

marked, richly-scented flowers. Leaves and stems are slender 
and flowers are typically only in 1s and 2s. Found in higher 
altitude moist forests. Was known erroneously as Den. 
tenuissimum.  

 

 

Dendrobium pugioniforme: The dagger orchid has very 
distinctive foliage and well-marked, richly scented flowers 
in 1s and 2s. Found in elevated moist forests and large 
plants can be well over a metre in length.  
 

 

Dendrobium cucumerinum: The cucumber orchid is 
another with distinctive foliage and which is also mainly an 
autumn flowering plant. These are well scented, dull but 
well marked, and borne in racemes of 5 to 15. Rocks are 
an occasional habitat, but the river oak trees are favoured 
by this species, which grows on the underside of the 
branches.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Den. bowmanii 

 
Dendrobium mortii 

 

 
Den. pugioniforme 

 

 
Den. cucumerinum 

‘Non-geophytic Orchids in New South Wales’ will continue 
in the May 2018 Orchidophile featuring Bulbophyllum and 
Sarcochilus orchids found in NSW. - Editor 
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Dates to 

Remember... 

  

20 April 2018 ANOS Sydney Group – Monthly Meeting  8:00 pm to 10:00 pm  
Baulkham Hills Community Centre, 15 Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills 
Guest Speaker: Jan Mohandas - Terrestrial native orchids from South 
Australia & Victoria 

21 – 22 April 2018 ANOS Newcastle Group Autumn Orchid Spectacular 
Adamstown Bowling Club (SAT. 10:00am – 5:00pm & SUN 10:00 – 3:00pm) 
504 Glebe Rd, Adamstown NSW 2289 

12 May 2018 ANOS Macarthur Autumn Show (SAT. 9:00am) 
Rosemeadow Marketplace, Rosemeadow 2560 

18 - 20 May 2018 Orchids Out West 
Hawkesbury Race Club, Clarendon Rd, Clarendon 
FRI & SAT: 9:00am – 4:00pm, SUN: 9:00am – 3:00pm 

18 – 22 July 2018 21st Australian Orchid Council Conference & Show ‘Orchids in the Foothills’ 
Hawkesbury Indoor Stadium YMCA 
16 Stewart St, South Windsor NSW Australia 

28 July 2018 Annual ANOS Sydney Group Auction  
Federation Pavilion, Castle Hill Showground. 
8:00am – 1:00pm 

29 July 2018 Hills District Orchids Winter Open Day (last Sunday in July) 
183 Windsor Rd Northmead NSW (Please park in Mary St. or Windermere Ave.) 

Vendors include: Tinonee Orchid Nursery & Macquarie Native Orchids 

25 August 2018 ANOS Sydney Group Castle Hill Market Place display and sale  
Federation Pavilion, Castle Hill Showground. 
8:00am – 1:00pm 

8 – 9 September 2018 Annual ANOS (Sydney group) Spring Show  
Eden Gardens at Macquarie Park 
307 Lane Cove Rd, Macquarie Park NSW 2113 

20 October 2018 ANOS Sydney 2018 Sarcanthinae Native Orchid Show  
(Sat. 8:30 am to 4 pm) 
Kellyville Village (in front of COLES), 92A Wrights Rd, Kellyville NSW 2155 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_a89157f7d0964d74af272b0c2e86610d.pdf
https://www.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/OOW2018.htm
http://aocc2018.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/index.html
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Hawkesbury+Indoor+Stadium/@-33.6270722,150.8023096,578m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b129d7c9f78eef1:0x16a79d537e943579!8m2!3d-33.6270722!4d150.8039221?hl=en
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_a89157f7d0964d74af272b0c2e86610d.pdf
http://www.hillsdistrictorchids.com/
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/183+Windsor+Rd,+Northmead+NSW+2152/@-33.7785408,150.9971777,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a24b43091ffd:0x9cdad02ff3ad4f8f!8m2!3d-33.7785453!4d150.9993664?hl=en
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_0ce7da5846644fcc9f59e6acac442fde.pdf
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_bfb9730850e34ef7bbc3c0017ae603dc.pdf
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_bfb9730850e34ef7bbc3c0017ae603dc.pdf

