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Photo by Sau-wan Chan taken at the Strickland State Forest 

 
Native Terrestrial Orchid Caladenia picta 

A large collection of plants of exceptional quality, grown by our members 
and master orchid growers for both “high end” and novice collectors! 

 

 
Disclaimer - All material contained in the newsletter remains the copyright of the author or 
photographer or artist. ANOS Sydney Group will not take responsibility for damage or loss as a result 
of actions arising from advice or views given within The Orchidophile.  
 
All correspondence to The Orchidophile should be addressed to the Editor. The opinions expressed by 
the contributors to the newsletter are not necessarily those held by the Editor, committee or ANOS 
Sydney Group.   
  

. 

  

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/15+Conie+Ave,+Baulkham+Hills+NSW+2153/@-33.7611435,150.9874638,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a22fe494a445:0x27969df2560c6f32!8m2!3d-33.7611435!4d150.9896525?hl=en
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Annual Auction Night! 

To be held at our 21 July meeting (plant check in 
from after 7:00 pm). 
 
Members, friends, and visitors are all encouraged to come along 
to participate in the Group's Annual Auction this month. In years 
past the Auction meeting nights have been some of the most 
entertaining and memorable. 
 
This year, to strengthen and promote the auction, the 
Committee has gone to some effort to put together a list of 
plants to be auctioned with the names of the members who 
have contributed these plants (see list also circulated with this 
issue of The Orchidophile). From the list it is clear that many 
high quality plants will be available to purchase on the night. For 
the event to be as successful as possible members are 
encouraged to spread the word about the auction and invite 
friends and members from other orchid and related societies to 
participate. 
 
Members are also invited to bring along additional plants (extra 
to those listed) on the night to sell. A reserve can be put on any 
plant to ensure it does not sell at 'below value' prices. As the 
Group only takes a 15% sales commission, the auction provides a 
good opportunity to raise some funds for ongoing orchid 
purchases. The sales commission helps the Group to remain 
financially sustainable for another year. 
 
As expected, back cuts of good clones, quality plants of any size, 
and sought after crosses, generally attract the most interest and 
bids, however the Group welcomes the selling of any plants, as 
long as they are disease and pest free. (Please note that plants 
will be inspected by the auctioneer/s prior to the auction 
beginning. If any problem plant is identified, it will be excluded 
from the auction). Any Committee member can be contacted to 
provide additional information on the auction if required. 
 
Sydney group thanks all members and visitors who participate in 
the auction, and in particular those people who have 
contributed such wonderful plants for the auction this year. 
 
Click on the links below: 
Our list of plants to be auctioned (includes reserve price). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A copy of the list of plants and a map with instructions on how to 
get to the Baulkham Hills Community Centre is also available at 
the end of this newsletter. - Editor 

 
 
 

President’s Report  

 

Welcome to another edition of The Orchidophile, I hope you and 
your family are well and your orchids are growing well. 

I would like to thank Greg Steenbeeke for his wonder 
presentation on Rhizobium hybridising. It was an enjoyable 
evening with lots of positive discussion being generated. 

This month is our Annual auction, as you have hopefully seen 
there is a lot of quality orchids on offer. This is your chance to 
purchase some amazing plants. I look forward to seeing you 
there. 

The committee is finalising our shows and display. We really 
need your help to ensure a smooth running of the show. If you 
think you will have a lot of plants to bench then please make 
contact with our show secretary and we can pre-allocate some 
numbers for you. If you can assist with offering your time then 
this will be greatly appreciated as well. 

In 2017 were planning a number of activities and would like your 
input or recommendations. If there is somewhere you would like 
to visit or you have a place we should survey then please feel 
free to contact myself or any member of committee. 

Happy growing and I look forward to seeing you at our meeting. 

Andrew Locke 
President 
alocke1972@gmail.com 

 
 

Library News 
 
I would like to carry out a stocktake so we can update the record 
of our library.  Please return any library book of A.N.O.S. (Sydney 
Group) in your possession to the library.  I will be available to 
collect them in the next two monthly meetings. 
 
After updating our library record, I intend to place the library 
catalogue on our website so as to improve access to our library 
books by our members.  Thank you for your assistance 
 

- Yin Chan 

 

Reminder of how the library works:  
A library borrowing record (book) exists and is kept with the 
library.  Members need to write down the required details (the 
book name/number, their name, and the date borrowed) when 
borrowing a book from the library, and when returning the book 
make sure it signed off as returned. 

- John Klepetko 

 

Our Club Bulletin Board 

 
Click here to view a map with 

directions on how to get there. 

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_d0a8e32515474a9ba9e0c3b0462ae943.pdf
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_a89157f7d0964d74af272b0c2e86610d.pdf
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_a89157f7d0964d74af272b0c2e86610d.pdf
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_a89157f7d0964d74af272b0c2e86610d.pdf
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Monanthos malbrownii (Photo by Sau-wan Chan) 

 
 

 

 

A.N.O.S. Sydney July 2017 Plant of the Evening - Monanthos malbrownii 
By Yin and Sau-wan Chan 

 
It is a species from tropical far north Queensland.  The 
plant is very well grown and has many small sized, 
solitary but attractive shiny yellow flowers. The labella 
are yellow and reddish purple. All the flowers were in 
good condition. 
 
Plants of the genus Monanthos form grassy clumps with 
thin leafy stems and produce short single-flowered 
inflorescences. It was recently reinstated as a separate 
genus distinct from Dendrobiums based on the absence 
of pseudobulbs and the characteristic inflorescence. 
There are a few species worldwide, in New Guinea, 
Solomon Island, Indonesia, Vanuatu and North 
Caledonia.  
 
They can be grown in a small pot of coarse mix or on a 
slab. They need warmth, high humidity year round, 
shade and free air movement. A heated glass house is 
necessary in cold areas. 
 
Monanthos malbrownii is the only species found in Australia, named after a school teacher Malcolm Brown in Cohen who 
discovered the plant. While it is only located at the Leo Creek Mine of the McIlwraith Range, it is a locally common, epiphytic, 
growing on trees, palms, fallen logs and rocks in the rainforest there. 
 
Mike Harrison has had this plant for more than 30 years. It is grown hung up at the roof in a heated glasshouse, with a minimum 
temperature of 15

o
C in winter.  In its natural habitat, its flowering period is December to April. Under culture in Sydney, the 

flowering period may have been prolonged or altered. 
 

 

 

 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

 

 

http://www.kempseyspeciosumspectacular.com.au/
http://www.gotoorchids.com/events/anos-central-coast-group-37th-annual-spring-show-2017/
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Corybas aconitiflorus – S. Chan 

Chilworth Reserve, Beecroft 

 
Liparis reflexa – S. Chan 
Strickland State Forest 

Acianthus fornicatus – S. Chan 
Chilworth Reserve, Beecroft 

 

Orchids Seen in the Bush 
Photos by Sau-wan Chan, and Jan & Margaret Mohandas 

 

 
Corybas aconitiflorus – J. & M. Mohandas 

Audley RNP 

 
Acianthus fornicatus – J. & M. Mohandas 

Audley, RNP 

                     Corybas fimbriatus – J. & M. Mohandas                
Audley, RNP 

 
Acianthus caudatus – J. & M. Mohandas 

Audley, Royal National Park 
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Minutes of the ANOS Sydney Group General 
Meeting Held at Baulkham Hills Community Centre – 
Friday 16 June 2017  
 

Meeting opened: 8:10 pm by President, Andrew Locke 
welcomed members and visitors. 

Apologies: Ron Formby, Kathleen Buckwell, David Butler, Liliana 
Hurst, Trevor Miller, Bill and Lorraine Dobson. 

Condolences was extended to Ron Formby and his family for the 
loss of his mother.  
 
Minutes of previous (May) meeting: Moved that the minutes be 
accepted as printed in the June Orchidophile. 
Moved Shoo Peng Siah, seconded Brian Spurrs. 

Correspondence:  

In: Copies of the Garden Club of Australia magazine are available 
for perusal 

Out: Nil 

Treasurer’s Report: presented at meeting for the period of 9th 
May to 13th June.  

General Business: 
The President: 
 Members interested in offering their plants for the Society’s 

annual Orchid auction (July 21st) should forward details of 

their plants and a reserve price to John Klepetko by 1st of 

July. A list of auction plants will be published in the July 

Orchidophile.  

 Benching classes will also be numbered from the July 

meeting onwards. A list of numbers corresponding to 

benching classes will be published in the July Orchidophile.  

Please ensure your orchids are benched in the correct class 

– either by class number or name. 

 The committee is considering moving the Annual General 

Meeting date, which is currently scheduled for the Friday 

20th October before the Sarc show on Saturday 21th 

October.  This change may require a change in the 

constitution. Members were asked for their thoughts and 

two suggestions were raised:  

o Having a member move to defer the AGM (on the 

night of the AGM) to an extraordinary AGM in the 

following month.  

o Having a member move to defer the AGM in the 

September meeting. 

 Mike Harrison (Macquarie Native Orchids) is having a stock 

reduction sale on 17th June at East Kurrajong. Members are 

encouraged to attend and make the most of this rare 

occasion.   

 Cumberland Orchid Society have a display and plant sales 

table at outside Target at Carlingford Court until 17th June.  

 The Mingara Orchid Show will be held at Mingara. 

Recreation Club (Tumbi Umbi) on 24th-25th June.   

   

 

 
 The Royale Orchid Fair is on 23rd to 25th June at Peats 

Ridge. 

 The Tinonee Workshop and Open Day will be held on 

Saturday 8th - 9th July in Tinonee.   

 W.A. Orchid Spectacular Conference & Show at 

Scarborough, Western Australia will be held on the 5th 

& 6th August 2017.   

 The June Orchidophile issue is now available on the 

Orchidophile website. 

 Society shirts are still available for sale from Charlie.   

Meeting broke for refreshments. 
 
Presentation by Greg Steenbeeke on “Pencilling in the Future: 
hybridizing in Dendrobium section Rhizobium” 
 
Plant of the evening: Monanthos (Den.) malbrownii owned by 
Mike Harrison. 
 
The Australian Orchid Nursery Popular Vote Competition 
winners: 1st: Monanthos (Den.) malbrownii (M Harrison), Eq 
2nd: Pterostylis ophioglossum (G Steenbeeke), Den. Warringah 
(C&B Bradley), Den. Sunglow ‘KWR’ (Y&S Chan) and Monanthos 
(Den.) agrostophylloides (M Harrison).  
 
Lucky door and raffle prizes were drawn.  
 
Next meeting: 21st July 2017 – Annual Auction night.  
Meeting closed at 9:50pm. 

 

 

 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

 
Monanthos (Den.) malbrownii – M. Harrison 

Photo by John Klepetko 
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Benching results for June 2017 (with Section 
Numbers) 

 
Section 1 - Dendrobium species (4 entries)  
1. Cadetia taylori - B. Williams 
2. Den. lichenastrum - B. Spurrs 
3. Den. tetragonum - B. Spurrs 
 
Section 2 - Dendrobium hybrids (12 entries)  
1. Den. Warringah - J. Hurst  
2. Den. Sunglow ‘KWR’ - Y. & S. Chan 
3. Den. Topaz Dream 'Samford’ - P. Murn 
 
Section 3 - Dockrillia species (1 entry) 
1. Dock. rigida - B. Spurrs 
 
Section 4 - Dockrillia hybrids (4 entries)  
1. Dock. fuliginosa x teretifolia ‘Myall Lakes’ - P. Murn  
2. Dock. (schoenia x Tweetie) x dolichophylla P. Murn  
3. Dock. schoenia x chordiflora - C. Bradley 
 
Section 5 – Sarcochilus species – ‘Classic’ (0 entries)  
 
Section 6 – Sarcochilus species ‘Novelty’ (0 entries)  
 
Section 7 – Other Sarcanthinae species (1 entry)  
1. Schoenorchis micrantha - M. Harrison 
 
Section 8 – Sarcanthinae (Sarc.) hybrids (0 entries)  
 
Section 9 – Other epiphytic hybrids (0 entries)  
 
Section 10 – Other epiphytic species (5 entries)  
1. Monanthos malbrownii - M. Harrison  
2. Liparis swenssonii - M. Harrison 
3. Bulbophyllum sladeanum - B. Spurrs 
 
Section 11 – Australasian species (4 entries)  
1. Monanthos agrostophylloides (PNG) - M. Harrison 
2. Mediocalcar decoratum - C. Nidagal 
3. Mediocalcar decoratum B. Spurrs 
 

 
 
 
 
Section 12 – Australasian hybrids (1 entry)  
1. Dendrobium ‘Pink Orb’ – Y. &. S. Chan 
 
Section 13 – Pterostylis species (1 entry) 
1. Pterostylis ophioglossa – G. Steenbeeke 
 
Section 14 – Diuris species (0 entries)  
Section 15 – Caladenia species (0 entries)  
Section 16 – Other terrestrial species (0 entries)  
Section 17 – Terrestrial hybrids (0 entries) 
 
Section 18 – First flowered seedlings (3 entries)  
1. Den. schneiderae x graciliaule – G. Steenbeeke 
2. Den. Hilda Poxen - Y. & S. Chan  
3. Sarco. Space Race - C. Bradley  

Plant of the evening 

Monanthos malbrownii – Michael Harrison 
 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

 
info@australianorchids.com.au 
www.australianorchids.com.au 

 

  
Den. Flinders Gray Lady                                                               

Australian Orchid Nursery 

 

 
Plants benched at our June meeting.  

Photo by John Klepetko 

http://www.australianorchids.com.au/
http://www.australianorchids.com.au
http://www.australianorchids.com.au/
http://www.australianorchids.com.au
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Sarcochilus ceciliae separated  

to keep dry over winter. 

  

  

Our Member Snapshot for 
this month is Bryan Spurrs 
who shares with us some of 
his innovative ideas on 
growing his native orchids. 
 
Q: How did you come to be 
an orchid enthusiast? 
Bryan: It started out about 
thirty years ago when I used 
to work for National Parks. I 
would pop in to Coles in the 
city. They often had 
Australian native orchids on 
sale which had been 
salvaged from forestry 
operations in New South Wales.  I would buy them and attach 
them to the trees I had at home. It was only a pastime and not 
really a hobby yet. It wasn’t until I retired that I became really 
involved. I attended a 6 week “Introduction to Orchids” course 
run by David Floyd at his nursery in Hornsby. He’s retired now 
and it’s a shame this course is no longer available. After I 
finished, he suggested taking my interest further and joining an 
orchid club. So I did. I joined the nearest one to where I lived – 
Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society. I found that one meeting a month 
was not enough and so I joined five more! I still am a member of 
these clubs (A.N.O.S. Sydney, A.N.O.S. Warringah, Ku-Ring-Gai, 
North Shore, Species and Manly-Warringah orchid societies) and 
attend almost all the meetings. 
 
Q: Which are your 
favourite native 
orchids and why? 
Bryan: Initially, I 
concentrated on 
native Australian 
terrestrial orchids 
because I could 
spread the pots 
around the garden 
under the trees and I 
enjoyed reasonable 
success. Native orchids are the basis of my collection. Before my 
bush house, I was growing Sarcochilus hybrids in the garden 
under shade trees. It was not successful.  Eventually I had a bush 
house built using 2

nd
 hand galvanised pipes and mesh for the 

benches. 2/3 of the bush house was covered in Alsynite 
polycarbonate roofing and 1/3 shade cloth. I have now replaced 
the shade cloth with Laserlite polycarbonate roofing which I 
found to be better. The Sarcs liked the new conditions in the 
bush house and flourished.  My Dendrobiums did better outside 
in spite of the 20 metre tree canopy. The trees provide 
perpetual shade except for a small window of 3 hours direct 
sunlight in the morning.  The bush house faces north and favours 
Sarcs. I like the Sarcs because they are easy to grow and have a 
wide range of colours. The only disadvantage is that they are 
harder to sell because they flower late in the year when most of 
the shows are finished. 
 

Q: Approximately how many “pots” in your collection? 
Bryan: My collection consists of 1,700 pots from specimens to 
seedling tubes. More than half are Sarcochilus species and 
hybrids. I have 200 native orchids growing on mounts and a few 
terrestrials which I’m starting to grow again. Aside from natives, 
I also have some Dendrochilums, Coelogynes and its hybrids.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q: How often do you water your orchids? 
Bryan: During summer, I mist my mounted orchids and the rest 
of my collection daily using a FOGG-IT green nozzle attached to 
my hose. In winter I still mist my mounted orchids daily and 
include the others every 2

nd
 or 3

rd
 day.  

 
Q: Do you fertilize your orchids? 
Bryan: I fertilise weekly using a “fertigator”. I can do the entire 
bush house in 30 minutes using liquid fertiliser (Peters Excel) 
working on 1 gm. / litre concentration.  
 
Q: What are the common pests that attack your orchids and 
how do you control them? 
Bryan: I feel guilty that I don’t have a regular pesticide regime 
for my bush house. I work on a case to case basis and spray 
Confidor on the odd plants that suffer from aphid or mealy bugs.  
I spray miticide on the entire Sarcochilus collection only when I 
see symptoms of the two-spotted spider mite. I put out rat baits 
amongst the orchid trays and I just squash grasshoppers with my 
fingers! 

 

  

Member Snapshot – Bryan Spurrs 

Bryan Spurrs 

 
Some of Bryan’s Sarcochilus pots. 

 
A few native terrestrials in pots. 
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Birds nest ferns under the benches and mounted 

orchids on the south wall. 

 

 
 

 

 

Q: What was the most memorable orchid collection you’ve 
visited? 
Bryan: David Butler’s collection in September. It is really a site to 
behold. I am biased towards Sarcs though, but David’s bush 
house when his Sarcs are in flower is truly a fairyland! 
 
Q: Which is your favourite nursery to purchase orchids from? 
Bryan: David Butler’s of course, but also Ken Russell, Ray 
Clements (Tinonee Orchids) and Neville Roper before he passed 
away. I also like Barrita Orchids. I really admire Scott Barrie’s use 
of technology in growing his Sarcs.  
 
Q: What was the worst mistake you ever made growing your 
orchids? 
Bryan: Because my block is on a valley ridge, I have good air 
movement in my bush house, but I wanted to increase the 
humidity inside though. So under my central benches, I 
excavated soil down to about half a metre deep. I lined the hole 
with black plastic and filled it with old discarded orchid media. I 
then topped it with a layer of blue metal gravel. The idea was to 
trap the water running down through the orchid pots into this 
gravel filled pond and give me the desired humidity. It didn’t 
work. Maybe the hole was too deep or the plastic lining got 
punctured....I don’t really know. It was a lot of effort with nil 
results. What I do now is place all my discarded potting mix 
under the benches and the water dripping down keeps the floor 
moist. I also grow a lot of birds nest ferns in pots under these 
benches. These also help keep the humidity up. 

Q: What would you advise novices thinking of or just starting 
out growing orchids? 
Bryan: If just starting out, buy mature plants first. Get a 
scattering of a few mature plants and find out which ones can 
grow well under your conditions. See if you like them and build 
from that. Go to shows and auctions held by orchid clubs, and 
select good mature plants. You can also buy seedlings, but 
seedlings are risky for inexperienced growers. They’re relatively 
dearer compared to buying more advanced plants from an 
orchid society sales table.   
 

Q: What do you like about our club ANOS Sydney Group and 
what activity do you enjoy the most? 
Bryan: The mix of members. I’ve always associated some of the 
top native orchid growers like David Butler, Mike Harrison, Gerry 
Walsh, John Hurst (to name a few) with A.N.O.S. Sydney. 
Members of other A.N.O.S. clubs like Bill Dobson, Greg 
Steenbeeke are also members so the wealth of knowledge in the 
club is tremendous! I like the way the younger members have 
stepped up and taken over from the older members and the 
brewed coffee served at our meetings is second to none! 
 

Q: What is on your orchid wish list? 
Bryan: I would like to see some members of the other orchid 
societies (native & exotics) become more interested in growing 
native orchids and join A.N.O.S. Sydney. Some of our members 
are also members of these clubs, and it would be terrific if they 
can promote A.N.O.S. Sydney and native orchid culture to the 
members there. 
 
Q: Is there anything else you may want to add? 
Bryan: If I may, I would also like to share some of my successes 
with our readers. I have also been successful in growing some 
orchids using artificial lighting.  I got a heated sand tray from 
David Butler which I then illuminated with 3 x banks of Gro-Lux 
tubes. I use it in winter for temperature sensitive plants like: 
Oberonia, Bulbo macphersonii, Cadetias, and Dockrilla rigida 
(Dendrobium rigidum).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have also converted my orchid bush house into a cold “glass 
house” by hanging Solarweave curtains on the sides in winter.  
The temperatures inside warms up much quicker during the day 
and stays warm much longer before it cools down at night. Day 
time temperatures are 8 to 10 degrees warmer than outside due 
to the glasshouse effect and reduction of wind. The plants go 
through a more benign winter. 
 

Bryan Spurrs (Cont..) 

 
Orchids happily growing under lights. 

  
Solarweave covered sides (facing north). 
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Update on Dendrobium Midas Touch D3 test with 
Strongrow’s Orchid Mineral Growing Powder. (RESULTS 

13/7/17): 
 
Hello to all fellow native orchid growers. Wishing you all a mild 
winter. Yes, here they are: Midas Touch D3, made famous by a 
fellow A.N.O.S. member who flowers it well, roots are 
established and 5 flower spikes on the way, growing in 
Strongrow’s Bush Orchid Mix after treatment with Strongrow’s 
Bio' Super Mineral Growing Powder. 

 
For the sceptics: the crucial D3 test. I lifted the plant up with the 
pot. There are no ties here, I do not play games. You cannot get 
a better result than this with a normally slow growing orchid.  
 

 

My Friend Dan’s Fertiliser Recipe. 
 
The mystery of how to grow orchids to perfection at a 
reasonable cost, and not being stuck to only using products from 
retail outlets is now becoming a reality. There are thousands of 
these retail fertiliser products but down the track no one really 
knows the residual effects on orchids, and if it really does the 
trick. Many years later we are all still trying to find this fool proof 
system.   
 

This does not eventuate in most cases, and it literally goes down 
the drain, with average results at best (if you’re lucky). 
 
Strongrow has been developing a growing system to replace a 
lot of these marketing and sales driven products. One of these 
three is the Orchid Mineral Powder (Bio' Super Mineral 
Powder) which replaces slow release fertiliser granules. It has 
no toxic effects and can be applied in conjunction with a 
fortnightly light application of Dan Tomich’s own recipe for 
fertiliser salts.  
 
Strongrow has been seriously involved in trialling and 
encouraging growers to use Dan’s recipe with an in-line fertiliser 
system.  This is easy to set up for large collections and the in-line 
apparatus can be bought from Garden City Plastics for about 
$1,200.  
 
I have just visited Tony and Jacquelyn Blewitt to see how his 6 
month trial of this fertiliser and system was going. He admitted 
that before, his plants were struggling with conventional 
systems, BUT NOW HE’S OVER THE 'DAYLIGHT MOON' with huge 
praises for the top results the new recipe has given him in just 
half a growing season. I personally witnessed the “before” and 
“after” results. Only one word describes it - STUNNING!  I will be 
talking to Tony next month. He is leading the way to becoming 
one of our very best native orchid hybridisers (I think even a bit 
better than the Bush Basher but I am on his tail) with new top 
clones. 

 
My Den. bigibbum var. compactum, flourishing in cold 
conditions. A few growers have said I re-potted it at the wrong 
time, and it would not make it. Three frosts later still growing 
well after 3 months (re-potted on the 1/4/17). Correct constant 
nutrient intake and humidity protects your orchid over winter. 
 

SEE YOU ALL AROUND THE TRAPS! – THE “BUSH BASHER” 
 
Email Mark: strongrow.orchids@gmail.com 

Out and About – Tall Tales but Very True 
By Mark Daniels 
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Fig.1 Paphiopedilum 
primulinum subsp. 

purpurescens 

Fig.2 Paphiopedilum 
primulinum subsp. 

primulinum 

 Fig.3 Paphiopedilum 
adductum var. anitum 

Fig.4 Paphiopedilum 
venustum forma. album 

Fig.5 Phalaenopsis x rolfeana 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  
The examples and photos of John McAuley’s article refer mainly 
to non-native orchids, but the information is still useful for native 
orchid growers. 
 
Introduction 
Orchids are divided into species and hybrids.  Orchid species 
occur naturally from the Arctic to the Sub-Antarctic.  Their 
names consist of the genus name and the specific epithet or 
species name (e.g., Phalaenopsis amabilis).  Except for naturally 
occurring hybrids, all man-made hybrids consist of the genus 
name and the hybrid name, usually chosen by the hybridizer 
(e.g., Paphiopedilum  Bel Royal).  
 
Genus 
All plants are members of particular plant families, and these in 
turn are divided into genera, which vary greatly in size, some 
containing a single species, others a few thousand. The scientific 
names of many plants, particularly wild plants, consist of two 
words; the first part of this name, gives the genus the plant 
belongs to. The first letter of this first part of the name is always 
capitalised.  
 
Species 
Genera are then divided into species, the basic unit of plant 
classification. The second word in a plant’s scientific name 
provides us with this detail and is known as the specific epiphet, 
the first letter and all letters are in lower case.  
Once a genus has been mentioned in text it may be abbreviated 
to its recognised shortened name (e.g. Cattleya = C. and 
Phalaenopsis = Phal.). 
 
Subspecies 
When wild plants are found 
growing over a wide geographic 
area, populations of these plants 
situated in situations which do not 
allow gene-flow between them 
and the type, may acquire slightly 
different characters. These can be 
distinguished as subspecies of a 
particular species. The word 
subspecies is usually abbreviated 
to subsp. but should not be 
written in italics, although the 
scientific name of the subspecies 
is written in italics. (e.g. Fig.1 
Paphiopedilum primulinum 
subsp. purpurescens)      Where a 
species also has a subspecies, the 
type species will be given a 
subspecies name similar to that of 
the specific epithet. (e.g. Fig.2 Paphiopedilum primulinum 
subsp. primulinum) 
 
Varieties 
Varieties have differences between the typical appearances of 
the species and are variations within the species. A variety 
would have significant horticultural differences from the typical  
 

 
species, such as growth habitat or size 
for example, and is only found in a 
fraction of the general population. 
Variations are not limited to a distinct 
geographical area and are usually small 
populations within the type species 
population with some overlap allowing 
gene-flow.  
The word variety is usually abbreviated 
to var. but should not be written in 
italics, although the scientific name of 
the subspecies is written in italics.  (e.g. 
Paphiopedilum adductum var. anitum) 
 

To find out if your plant is a genuine subspecies, or variety 
consult the Kew Checklist which is recognised by both by the 
AOC and A.N.O.S. as well as most learned botanical institutions 
throughout the world. Accepted names and accepted natural 
hybrid names are in bold whilst unaccepted names and 
synonyms are not.  Click on any name, accepted or otherwise for 
more information about when and where they were described, 
and by whom and even where they come from.   
 
Bear in mind that this database and the hybrid register 
mentioned later are both dynamic. As such, change is 
continuous as scientific studies and discoveries and new hybrids 
come to light. http://apps.kew.org/wcsp/home.do 

 

Forms 
Individuals with distinct 
characteristics found within the 
geographic range of a species or 
subspecies may be recognised as 
forms (forma). These differ from 
subspecies and varieties as they 
are generally individuals and not 
populations although they can 
occur throughout the natural 
range of the species and are 
seldom correlated with geographical distribution. The word 
form is usually abbreviated to forma., but should not be written 
in italics, although the scientific name of the subspecies is 
written in italics.  (e.g. Fig.4 Paphiopedilum venustum forma. 
album).  Most albanistic orchids are forms and not varieties 
which may come as a surprise to many growers.   
 

Natural Hybrids 
Some natural hybrids between 
two species are found in the wild.  
The name of these plants require 
a multiplication sign between the 
genus and species names, 
However as most people don’t 
like to use the multiplication sign 
found amongst symbols within  
their software programme, they 
use a lower case “x” instead. (e.g. 
Fig.5 Phalaenopsis x rolfeana).  

A Simple Guide to What Your Label Means (Nomenclature)                                       
Reprinted with permission from John McAuley (Eastern Suburbs Orchid Society) 

http://apps.kew.org/wcsp/home.do
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Fig.6 Rhyncholaeliocattleya Sylvia Fry 
‘Wallacia’ FCC/AOC-NSW 1971 

 

 

 

The entire name, except the ‘x’, appears in italics.  Phalaenopsis 
x rolfeana is a natural hybrid between Phalaenopsis equestris 
and Phalaenopsis sanderiana.  It is important to note that 
Phalaenopsis x rolfeana is only used for wild-collected plants. 

An alternative way to write it is Phalaenopsis (equestreis x 
sanderiana) 

It should be noted that if a man-made hybrid has the same 

species as parents as a natural hybrid, the grex would most 

probably not be the same and if it is, the natural hybrid will 

conform with the nomenclature above and the man-made 

hybrid as per below. (e.g. Man-Made hybrid between 

Phalaenopsis equestris and Phalaenopsis sanderiana is 

Phalaenopsis Hebe.) 

Man-Made Intra-generic 
Men made Intra-generic hybrids are given a Grex name.                                                           
The Grex name always starts with an upper case letter and is 
never italicised. (e.g. Cattleya Walkerinter. Which is a primary 
hybrid between Cattleya walkeriana and Cattleya intermedia.) 
(NB. Grex is used exclusively for orchids.) 
 
Man-Made Inter-generic 
Inter-generic hybrids are usually given a new hybrid name 
encompassing parts of the generic names of the parents. 
Occasionally an ‘x’ is given before the hybrid genus name, but 
rarely, if ever, used for orchids. (e.g. Rhyncholaeliocattleya 
Cynthia which is Rhyncholaelia digbyana x Cattleya walkeriana.)  
When the Intergeneric genera names are too long for labels, it is 
acceptable to use the accepted abbreviations. In the case above, 
Rhyncholaeliocattleya can be reduced to Rlc. 
 
The Royal Horticultural Society is the International Register for 
hybrids. In it one can search by parents or by Grex.   
http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orc
hidregister.asp 
 
Clonal Name and Cultivar 
The term ‘Clonal name’ is usually used for orchids’, whereas 
‘Cultivars’ are usually used by the horticultural industry in 
general. 
 
Orchids, both species and hybrids with desirable characteristics 
such as flower colour, size, and variation etc, resulting from 
plant hybridisation and selection, or by natural variation, are 
recognised by being given Clonal names, to be written in 
addition to their genus, specific name or grex.  
 
The word or words of the cultivar epithet are the final element 
of the full name and are enclosed in single quotation marks. The 
first letter of each word is capitalised, and the word or words 
are never written in italics. (Species e.g. Paphiopedilum 
micranthum ‘Banyena’)  (Hybrid e.g. Dendrobium Warringah 
‘Purple Heaven’) 
 
A common fault often seen is when a clonal name is preceded by 
var.  (NB. Awarded plants must be given a Clonal name.) 

Awarded Plants (Under the AOC (not A.N.O.S.) System – Ed.) 
In Australia we have various awards which can be given to 
species or hybrids.  
 
Quality awards consist of: 

 First Class Certificate (FCC),  

 Award of Merit (AM),  

 Highly Commended Certificate (HCC) 

Cultural Awards are: 

 Award of Cultural Excellence (ACE) 

 Award of Cultural Merit (ACM) 

 Award of Cultural Commendation (ACC) 

In addition to the above awards there are also: 

 Award of Distinction (AD), which is for a distinctive 

feature.  

 Certificate of Botanical Merit (CBM) which is for a 

species or natural hybrid which is rare and can be used 

as a benchmark for future judging  

There is one other which is given to a breeder for an outstanding 
feature or achievement relating to the culture of orchids not 
adequately covered by another award. This the Award of Special 
Recognition (ASR) 
 
The method of recording an award against a plant name is by 
writing the following after the Clonal name: First the award 
initials, followed by a forward slash and the awarding authority 
initials, followed by the state and, if known the year of award. 
 
(e.g. Fig.6 
Rhyncholaeliocattleya 
Sylvia Fry ‘Wallacia’ 
FCC/AOC-NSW 1971) 
where AOC is the 
Australian Orchid Council. 
 
(Another example: 
Cattleya John Broderick 
‘Flamer’ AM/AOS 2016) 
where AOS is the American 
Orchid Society. 
 
It must be noted that not all countries have the same titles for 
their awards. (View A.N.O.S. Award System – Editor) 
 
Conclusion 
There are many other aspects of Nomenclature but the basics 
are contained in this document. If, like me, you take care of 
names and correctly labelling your plants, you will find it will add 
another interesting aspect to your hobby; especially when you 
start researching the family history. It can even help when 
deciding to purchase plants, by knowing what all those attached 
names and initials mean.  
 
The Clonal name and award remains with the plant and any 
divisions or mericlones from it. 
 

A Simple Guide to What Your Label Means (Cont..) 
 

http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orchidregister.asp
http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orchidregister.asp
http://anos.org.au/judging/
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Plant of the Evening (PoE) and Australian Orchid Nursery (AON) Popular Vote Competition: 

 

Photos from our June 2017 Meeting 
by John Klepetko 

 

 
Plant of the Evening & AON 1st

 
Popular Vote 

Monanthos (Den.) malbrownii – M. Harrison 

 
AON Eq. 2nd

 
Popular Vote 

Den. Sunglow ‘KWR’ – Y. & S. Chan 
 

 
AON Eq. 2nd

 
Popular Vote 

Pterostylis ophioglossum – G. Steenbeeke 

 
AON Eq. 2nd Popular Vote 

Den. Warringah – C. & B. Bradley 

 

 
AON Eq. 2nd Popular Vote  

Monanthos (Den.) agrostophylloides – M. Harrison 
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Photos May 2017 Meeting (Cont..) 
 

 
Schoenorchis micrantha – M. Harrison 

 
Bulb. sladeanum – B. Spurrs 

 
AON Eq. 2nd Popular Vote  

Monanthos (Den.) agrostophylloides – M. Harrison 
 

 
Mediocalcar decoratum – C. Nidagal 
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Dates to 

Remember... 

  

21 July 2017 A.N.O.S. Sydney Group – Monthly Meeting 8:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

Baulkham Hills Community Centre, 15 Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills 

Annual Native Orchid Auction 

20 – 22 July 2017 Cumberland Orchid Circle Winter Show 
Kellyville Shopping Village, 92A Wrights Rd, Kellyville NSW 2155 

30 July 2017 Hills District Orchids Winter Open Day 
183 Windsor Rd Northmead NSW (Please park in Mary St. or Windermere Ave.) 

Vendors include: Tinonee Orchid Nursery & Macquarie Native Orchids 

5 – 6 August 2017 WA Orchid Spectacular Conference and Show 2017 
Rendezvous Hotel Perth, Scarborough, Western Australia 

11 – 13 August 2017 National Orchid Extravaganza (Cymbidium Club of Australia) 
The Centre, 1 Pellitt Lane, Dural 
Friday & Saturday 9am-4pm | Sunday 12 noon - 4pm 

17 – 20 August 2017 A.N.O.S Central Coast Group 37th Annual Spring Show 
Venue: Narara Valley Nursery, 2 Manns Road, NARARA NSW 
 

18 – 20 August 2017 ANOS Central Coast Group - 37th Annual Spring Show 2017 
August 18 - 20 2017 
Venue: Narara Valley Nursery, 2 Manns Road, NARARA 

18 – 20 August 2017 St. Ives Orchid Fair 
St. Ives Showground, Friday & Saturday 9am-4pm | Sunday 9am - 3pm 

1 – 3 September 2017 2017  Kempsey Speciosum Spectacular Native Species & Hybrid Show 
Macleay Valley Motor Cycle Track, Alverton St, Greenhill via Kempsey 
Friday & Saturday 9am-4pm | Sunday 9am - 2pm 

9 – 10 September 2017 A.N.O.S. Sydney Group 35th Annual Spring Native Orchid Show 2017 
Eden Garden Nursery, Lane Cove Road, North Ryde 

9 – 10 September 2017 A.N.O.S. Illawarra Group Spring Show 2017 (9am to 4pm)  
The Old Courthouse  Cliff Rd., Wollongong NSW 

 

 

  

http://anossydney.wixsite.com/orchidophile
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_a89157f7d0964d74af272b0c2e86610d.pdf
http://www.hillsdistrictorchids.com/
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/183+Windsor+Rd,+Northmead+NSW+2152/@-33.7785408,150.9971777,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a24b43091ffd:0x9cdad02ff3ad4f8f!8m2!3d-33.7785453!4d150.9993664?hl=en
http://www.waorchids.iinet.net.au/WAOS_2017.htm
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Rendezvous+Hotel+Perth+Scarborough/@-31.8936802,115.7548686,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x2a32a8d546c152ef:0xd70bfbc8e09cf2e0!8m2!3d-31.8936848!4d115.7570573?hl=en
http://ccansw.com.au/events_dural.html
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/The+Centre/@-33.689307,151.014138,16.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12b1c7e6bde7d9:0xad0b7b6f6a3cec90!8m2!3d-33.6889526!4d151.0162313?hl=en
http://www.gotoorchids.com/events/anos-central-coast-group-37th-annual-spring-show-2017/
http://www.gotoorchids.com/media/1673/google-map-narara-valley-nursery.jpg
http://www.gotoorchids.com/events/anos-central-coast-group-37th-annual-spring-show-2017/
http://www.gotoorchids.com/media/1673/google-map-narara-valley-nursery.jpg
http://www.kempseyspeciosumspectacular.com.au/
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/Eden+Garden+Nursery,+Lane+Cove+Road,+North+Ryde/@-33.7804445,151.1323116,17z/data=!3m1!4b1?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Old+Court+House,+Wollongong/@-34.4222631,150.9024115,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b1319007e266089:0x7ee4be8464051edb!8m2!3d-34.4222675!4d150.9046055?hl=en


ANOS Sydney Group Annual Auction (to be held on 21 July 2017) - Final Plant List (includes reserve price)
F/S = Flowering Size

Bill Dobson

1 Den. speciosum var. spec. 'Neil's Choice' - 200mm ready to go into 300 mm next year - ($50)

2 Den. adae - ($20)

3 Cadetia taylori - ($20)

4 Den. rigida - ($20)

Henk van Den. Berg

1 Den. Henk van Den. Berg - (this is a division of Henk’s best plant of this clone) – in spike - ($30)

2 Den. speciosum var. curv. ‘Palmerston’ x var. curv. ‘Misty Mountain’ (ex Ted Walmsley) – large 200mm - ($30)

Yin and Sau-wan Chan

1 Den. Class – bred by David Butler – ($40)

2 Den. speciosum var blackdownense - gold/yellow colour - ($20)

3 Den. Ellen ‘Noelene’ - Ken Russell breeding

Barry Moore - huge specimen speciosums and others

1 Compact Gold Line (pedunc. Herberton Gold x grandi. Mt Larcom Gold) (ex AON) - 150mm - ($20)

2 Compact Gold Line (pedunc. Herberton Gold x grandi. Mt Larcom Gold) (ex AON) - 150mm - ($25)

3 Tray of 7 mixed quality hybrids (ex AON and Mark Daniels) - 50-80mm - ($50)

4 Den. speciosum var. curv. ’PR’ x var. grandi. ‘Jack R’ (ex DUNO) - 300mm - ($60)

5 Den. speciosum var. hillii (ex Orchid Images) - 250mm - ($50)

6 Den. speciosum var. grandi. 'The King' x var spec. 'Windermere' (ex Don Cruickshanks) - 300mm - ($60)

7 Den. speciosum var. curv. ('Mackay' x self) x var. grandi. 'Mt Larcom Gold' (ex Don Cruickshanks) - 330mm - 30+ canes - ($90)

8 Den. speciosum var. curv. ('Mackay' x self) x var. grandi. 'Mt Larcom Gold' (ex Don Cruickshanks) - 330mm - 30+ canes - ($90)

9 Den. speciosum var. curv. ('Mackay' x self) x var. grandi. 'Mt Larcom Gold' (ex Don Cruickshanks) - 330mm - 30+ canes - ($90)

David Butler - high quality Sarcochilus

Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8 are divisions of show plants.

1 Sarco. Purity 'Sweet' (top large white) - ($20)

2 Sarco. Purity 'Circles Too' (top large white) - ($20)

3 Sarco. Purity 'Pretty' (top large white) - ($20)

4 Sarco. Bessie 'Big Red & White' (top large red and white) - ($15)



5 Sarco. Erin 'Another Red and White' (top white with red centre) - ($25) 

6 Sarco. Tin Yin Lara ' China Town' (red and white breeding parent) - ($10)

7 Sarco. DUNO Nick's Twin (F/S seedling 'Junior' x 'Eloise') - ($15)

8 Sarco. Highfields 'Dark Red' (top red) - ($20)

9 Plchs Cherub (in flower) - ($15)

10 Plchs DUNO Nick's Twin x tridentata (nice novelty seedling  2016) - ($20)

11 Sarco. DUNO Nicky's 'Voodoo' (v. small division) - ($10)

12 Sarco. DUNO Nicky's Twin 'Voodoo' (v. small division) - ($10)

13 Box of 9 Sarc seedlings in tube (five S. Magics plus four diff.) - ($30)

14 Box of 9 Sarc seedlings in tube (five S. Magics plus four diff.) - ($30)

15 Flask of S. Velvet 'Red & White' x S. Velvet 'Warm Brown' - ($20)

Ray Clement / Tinonee Orchid Nursery

1 Den. Warringah 'Snow White' with spikes - 5 bulb division - ($100)

2 Den. Gerald McCraith 'Tinonee' - 12+ bulb division - ($100)

3 Den. Jesmond Charm 'Abbey' - 8-10 bulb division  - ($50)

Graeme Russell

1 Den. speciosum var. spec. ‘Windermere’ x ‘Meat Safe Yellow’ - ($15)

2 Den. speciosum var. ped. ‘Herberton Gold’ x var. grandi. ‘Mt Larcom Gold’ – ($12)

3 Den. speciosum var. ped. ‘Herberton ’ x var. spec. ‘Windermere’’ – ($10)

4 Den. speciosum var spec. ‘Glennins’ - ($16)

Bryan Spurrs

1 Den. speciosum var. boreale 'Kirrima' x var. spec. (ex  Gerry Walsh) - 100 mm – ($14)

2 Den. polysema (New Guinea) - 50 mm – ($12)

3 Dockrilla Australian Luscious Lips x Dock. Aussie Phil - 80 mm - ($10)

4 Dockrilla Waverly Glow - 80 mm – ($10)

5 Dockrilla mortii (line bred from Bob & Steve Clone) - 100 mm – ($10)

6 Dockrilla (schoenina x Tweetas) x Dock. dolichophylla - 100 mm – ($10)

7 Plectorrhiza tridentata - mounted – ($12)

8 Sarcochilus ceciliae (ex TON – using ‘68213’ and ‘Kroombit Special’) - 100 mm – ($16)

9 Sarcochilus ceciliae - 100mm - ($16)



Andrew Locke

1 Den. cacatua - mounted - ($15)

2 Cym. canaliculatum var. sparkesii - stuck division - ($30)

3 Sarco. falcatus - mounted (no reserve)

Joe Portelli

1 Den. prenticei (good from - regular flowerer) - mounted - ($17)

John Klepetko

1 Den. speciosum var. grandi. 'Mt Larcom Gold' (ex Ted Walmsley) - division - ($30)

2 Dockrillia striolata - mounted - ($10)

3 Den. ruppiosum - ($10)

4 Cym. madidum - (from North Stradbroke Island) - $20

Cedarvale Orchids

1 Den. speciosum var. spec. 'New Era' x Den. Yondi Tina 'Goliath' - ($15)

2 Den. Yondi Sunshine 'Orange' x speciosum 'TB#2' - ($10)

3 Den. (Coote x Aussie Quest) x Den. speciousum 'Windermere' ($10)

4 Den. x ruppiosum 'Big Bu**er' - division - ($25)

John Hurst

1 Den. Eclipse - 2 spikes - (no reserve)

2 Den. spec.var spec. 'National White' x 'Daylight Moon' - 1 spike - (no reserve) - won best species seedling at Warringah ANOS in 2013

Mark Daniels

1 Den. Warringah 'Pink KWR' - ($70)

2 Den. Ivory Orange x spec. curvicaule  (flowering seedling) - ($50) 

3 Den. spec. grandi. 'Creek Aureum'   (ex Tony Blewitt) - ($120)

4 Sarco. hartmannii 'Pinnacle Doll' x fitzgeraldii 'All Pink' - 4 boxes of 65mm plants  each with 4 plants) - ($20 per box)

Dan Tomich

1 Den. spec. var curv. 'Blue Moon' - (brother of Daylight Moon ex Tony Blewitt) - ($250)

2 Den. spec. var grandi. 'Michelle' - ($200)



Gerry Walsh / The Rock Lily Man

1 Bulbopyllum radicans   ($25)

2 Bulbopyllum johnsonii   $25

3 Bulbopyllum newportii   $25

4 Bulbopyllum nematopodum   $25

5 Bulbopyllum schrillerianum   $25

6 Bulbopyllum macphersonii   $35

7 Bulbopyllum lageniforme   $35

8 Bulbopyllum gadgarense   $35

9 Bulbopyllum wadsworthii   $35

10 Bulbopyllum bracteatum    $35

11 Bulbopyllum minutissimum   $35

12 Bulbopyllum globuliforme   $35

13 Dendrobium melaleucaphyllum   $35

14 Dendrobium lichenastrum var lichenastrum   $25

15 Dendrobium lichenastrum var prenticeii   $25

16 Dendrobium torresae    $25

17 Oberonia complanata   $25

18 Tray of 20 Rock Lily Man seedlings in tubes ($50)

19 Tray of 20 Rock Lily Man seedlings in tubes ($50)

20 Tray of 20 Rock Lily Man seedlings in tubes ($50)

Bernadette Williams

1 Cymbidium madidum - yellow form it is a large plant ($50)

Mike Harrison

1 Plants to be advised



How to get there? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Windsor Rd. heading west: 
• Turn left on Seven Hills Road at the 

intersection (Windsor Rd., Old 
Northern Rd., and Seven Hills Rd.) 

• Take the first right on Conie Ave. 
• Turn right into the entrance of the 

Baulkham Hills Community Centre 
 
From Seven Hills Rd. : 

• Head north towards Castle Hill: 
• After Kenneth Ave. (on your left), take the first left into Conie Ave. 
• Turn right into the entrance of the Baulkham Hills Community 

Centre 
 
 

Baulkham Hills Community Centre Entrance 


