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Our Club Bulletin Board

ANOS Sydney Native Orchid Spring Show!
Saturday & Sunday 9-10 September 2017 at Eden
Gardens, Macquarie Park.

The Spring Show, our major event of the year, will soon be upon
us. Members are asked to participate in whatever way possible.

The show is for ALL members to exhibit and it goes without
saying that if each member could bring along a few plants we
could again present an outstanding display of both native
species and hybrids.

This is a wonderful chance for all to participate in, to produce a
show of the usual high standard and on completion to go away
with a sense of satisfaction for a job well done.

The show, is at Eden Gardens, 301 - 307 Lane Cove Road,
Macquarie Park and is commended to everyone. We look
forward to seeing you all there on Saturday and Sunday!

ANOS Sydney Display and Sales Table
Saturday 26 August at the Federation Pavilion,
Castle Hill Show Ground.

Our display at the Federation Pavilion, Castle Hill Showground
on Saturday 26" August was again a great success. Thank you to
Andrew, John, Shoo, Joe, Graeme, Charlie, Barry, Ron, Chanh
and the other members who supported the day with a small but
quality display of plants, a very healthy sales table, picking up
one new member and the possibility of picking up a few more.

Sales included many large Den. speciosums, some Sarcs, and
Dendrobium hybrids. The Farmers Market was also on at the
same time and there was no shortage of friendly locals and
visitors willing to spend their cash. A total of $308 (15% sales
commission on the plants sold) was made for the group in only
half a day (8:00am — 12:00pm). Just a handful of large
speciosums remained at noon. Overall a fantastic chance to
showcase our native plants and club. We will likely again put the
event on in 2018. Hopefully more members will give their
support, even for a couple of hours - and particularly by
providing display plants, and sales plants to support the group.

Display and sales table inside the pavilion.

Our Guest Speaker: Erik Lielkajis

Topic: ""You don't see that real often

Eric will talk predominantly about epiphytic species that are
small, obscure, have short lived flowers or unusual.

Eric has a wealth of experience and knowledge on Australian
native orchids and their culture - in particular small obscure
epiphytic species. Eric is a member of ANOS Warringah and has
been an ANOS Judge for many years.

An open invitation is extended to visitors, members and their
friends to hear Eric's presentation and enjoy the evening with
ANOS Sydney Group.

Membership Fees

Annual membership fees are due on 1st October.
Fees can be paid by:

1. Direct deposit into the group's bank account. The
details for this are as follows:

Account name: Australasian Native Orchid Society
Sydney Group

BSB: 032289

Account Number: 130506

(Please enter your name in the relevant field when
making online payments)

2. Cash directly to our Membership Secretary Joe
Portelli at our meetings.

3. Posting a cheque or money order payable to
ANOS Sydney Group, to:

The Membership Secretary
ANOS Sydney Group

9 Alicia St Glenwood

NSW 2768.

The cost of renewal is $20 for Single or Joint Family
Membership.

If you have any queries please contact the Membership
Secretary at anossydney@gmail.com.
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Minutes of the ANOS Sydney Group General
Meeting Held at Baulkham Hills Community Centre -
Friday 18 August 2017

Meeting opened: 8:10 pm by President, Andrew Locke
welcomed members and visitors.

Apologies: Greg Steenbeeke, Ron Formby.
New members: John Happ.
Visitors: Graham Lane, Eric Richards

Minutes of previous (May) meeting: Shoo Peng Siah moved
that the minutes be accepted as printed in the July Orchidophile
seconded Bernadette Williams.

Correspondence:

In: Orchadian (June Issue) received last month and available
from the Library

Out: Nil

Treasurer’s Report: presented for the period of 12th July to 8th
August. Treasurer’s report for June/July was also available for
review. Moved: Joe Portelli. Seconded: Kathleen Bucknell.

General Business:
The President indicated that:

=  Members are invited to volunteer for Castle Hill display at
Federation pavilion of Castle Hill Showground (26th August
from 8am to 1pm) and this coincides with Market day.
Please bring display and sale plants on Saturday 7:30am and
let the committee know if you can assist.

=  Members are invited to volunteer for the Spring show 9th
September (9:30am to 4:30pm) and 10th September
(9:00am to 4:00pm). Please bring display and sale plants to
Eden Gardens on Saturday at 7:30am and let the committee
know if you can assist.

= Stlves Orchid Fair (18th-20th August) will be held at St Ives
Showground, St Ives.

= Cumberland Orchid Circle Spring Show (30th August — 2nd
September) will be held at Winston Hills Mall, Winston Hill

= Eastwood & District Orchid Circle Spring Show (11th - 15th
September) will be held at Eastwood Shopping Centre,
Eastwood.

= ANOS Central Coast Group Spring show (18th — 20th
August, 2017) will be held at Narara Valley Nursery, Narara.

= 2017 Kempsey Speciosum Spectacular Native Species &
Hybrid Show (1st — 3rd September) will be held at Maclaey
Valley Motor Cycle Track, Kempsey

= August Orchidophile issue is now on website,

= Society shirts are still available for sale from Charlie.

=  The outcome of the July auction was briefly discussed.
Some changes are intended for next year (Friday, 20th July
2018) including possibly limiting the number of plants for
sale and having a refreshment break during the auction
proceedings.

Meeting broke for refreshments.

Presentation by: Alan Stephenson on finding native orchids in
strange places.

Plant of the evening: Den. tetragonum owned by Bryan Spurrs

The Australian Orchid Nursery Popular Vote Competition
winners: 1st: Den. Tetragonum (B. Spurrs), Eq 2nd: Sarc.
hartmannii 'Emma' x 'Red Heart' (Y. & S. Chan), Den. kingianum x
Den. Jonathon's Glory (P. Murn), Den. Henk van den Berg (B.
Williams).

Lucky door and raffle prizes were drawn.

Next meeting: 16th September 2017. Speaker: Erik Lielkajis.
Meeting closed at 9:55pm

e
A thief broke

into my room....
He started
searching for
money o | woke

up and searched
with him.
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Benching results for August 2017 (with
Section Numbers)

Section 1 - Dendrobium species (14 entries)

1. Den. tetragonum  B. Spurrs

2. Den. tetragonum 'Ruby Lazer' x 'Ruby Red Lips #1' B. V.
Williams

3. Den. aemulum B. Spurrs

Section 2 - Dendrobium hybrids (16 entries)

1. Den. kingianum x Jonathan's Glory P. Murn
2. Den. Cosmic Gold P. Murn

3. Den. Robbie Mclnnes C. Shaw

Section 3 - Dockrillia species (1 entry)
1. Dock. teretifolia 'DFB' x 'Kincumberi' S. Holland
Section 4 - Dockrillia hybrids (5 entries)

1. Dock. Tamara 'J. D. Spots' Y. & S. Chan

2. Dock. Australian Freckles B. V. Williams

3. Dock. Australian Freckles B. V. Williams

Section 5 - Sarcochilus species — classic shape (2 entries)
1. Sarco. hartmannii 'Emma' x 'Red Heart' Y. &S. Chan
2. Sarco. falcatus B. Spurrs

Section 8 - Sarcanthinae hybrids (5 entries)

1. Sarco. Peach Spots 'Wal' x hartmannii 'Yellow' Y. & S. Chan
2. Sarco. Velvet 'Chocolate Drop' B. Spurrs

3. Sarco. Galaxy B. Spurrs

Section 9 - Other epiphytic species (1 entry)
1. Cadetia taylori B. V. William

Section 13 - Pterostylis species (5 entries)
1. Pterostylis curta ). Portelli

2. Pterostylis curta S. Holland

3. Pterostylis curta Y. &S. Chan

Section 18 - First flowered seedlings (4 entries)
1. Den. Avril's Gold 'Sydenham' x 'Beechwood'
2. Den. Touch of Class Y. & S. Chan

3. Sarco. Rumrilll x australis B. Spurrs

J. Happ

Section 6 - Sarcochilus species — novelty (0 entries)

Section 7 - Other Sarcanthinae species — non Sarcochilus (0
entries)

Section 10 - Other epiphytic hybrids (0 entries)

Section 11 - Australasian species (0 entries)

Section 12 - Australasian hybrids (0 entries)

Section 14 - Diuris species (0 entries)

Section 15 - Caladenia species (0 entries)

Section 16 - Other terrestrial species (0 entries)

Section 17 - Terrestrial hybrids (0 entries)

Plant of the Evening: Dendrobium tetragonum
- Bryan Spurrs

Photo by John Klepetko
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Den. Flinders Gray Lady
Australian Orchid Nursery



http://www.australianorchids.com.au/
http://www.australianorchids.com.au
http://www.australianorchids.com.au/
http://www.australianorchids.com.au

Member Snapshot — Barry Moore

Our Member Snapshot for this month is Barry Moore. A
landscape designer and artist, he shares with us some of his
creative ideas on growing his native orchids.

Q: How did you come to be an orchid enthusiast?

Barry: | had a grandfather who grew tropical plants in a glass
house as a hobby and became fascinated with plants in general
as a very small kid. | always thought I'd grow orchids when |
retired, but saw the Cumberland orchid show at my local
shopping centre a few years back and the rest is history.

Barry Moore

Q: Which are your favourite native orchids and why?

Barry: My first purchases were Den. kingianums and Den.
speciosums and | love them, but the hybrids being bred now are
spectacular and the Phauis (southern swamp orchid — Ed.).

Q: Approximately how many “pots” in your collection?
Barry: About 250; | like to grow them big!

This is just a little one!

Q: How often do you water your orchids?
Barry: Depending on the weather, once or twice a week in the
winter and every 2nd day in summer.

Q: Do you fertilize your orchids?

Barry: Definitely. After seeing Dan Tomich's collection and
speaking to him about fertigation, my plants are fertilised very
weakly every time | water. | use Peter's, plus various organic
fertilisers (Nitrosol, Strikeback, Thrive, worm and cow tea) as
well as Seasol.

Dendrobium kingianum

Q: What are the common pests that attack your orchids and
how do you control them?

Barry: Dendrobium beetles; | used to spray the new canes with
Carbaryl,but | found the process slow, expensive and ineffective.
| just check most mornings and evenings during the season and
pick the odd one off by hand. | have found | get very little
damage. Scale was a problem this year and | sprayed with
Confidor.

Q: What was the most memorable orchid collection you’ve
visited?

Barry: Henk van den Berg's collection is a site to behold; Dan
Tomich's also. | couldn't believe the growth he gets on his
speciosums.




Barry Moore (Cont..)

Q: Which is your favourite nursery to purchase orchids from?
Barry: | prefer to buy from top growers; Don Cruikshank, Henk
van den Berg, Dan Tomich, Bill Dobson, etc. That way | can get
good sized plants in top condition that | know have been grown
very well. I've given up on seedlings.

Q: What was the worst mistake you ever made growing your
orchids?

Barry: Not fertilising enough (see above). It's a myth that native
plants in general don't need much fertiliser. The improvement
I've achieved since switching to fertigation has been
tremendous.

Q: What would you advise novices thinking of or just starting
out growing orchids?

Barry: Join a club and ask lots of questions! Take advantage of
the wealth of knowledge the experienced growers have.

Q: What do you like about our club ANOS Sydney Group and
what activity do you enjoy the most?

Barry: | love picking the brains of the orchid gurus in the club.
Also, the benching competition — getting to see how well they
really can be grown and seeing orchids you've never even heard
of before.

Q: What is on your orchid wish list?
Barry: Bigger, better and more spectacular! Plus one or two of
Dan Tomich's cananiculatums!

Q: Is there anything else you may want to add?

Barry: As a landscaper/ landscape designer and artist, I'm in the
final stages of creating my own dream garden, and a big part of
that are the native orchids. There's no reason why we can't grow
spectacular specimens outside. My whole collection is in the
open (no ugly, rickety bush houses for me!)

I'm growing everything as big as | can (I think most growers don't
get to see the full potential of their plants because they split
them up too soon) and the results are beginning to show. I'm
also beginning to mount a lot more plants, trying to mimic their
natural habitat.

It will be like nothing else anywhere in the world, basically an
art/sculpture gallery in the middle of a rainforest/botanical
orchid garden. Hopefully | might change the way people think
about growing orchids!

Cheers, Barry!

Work in progress on Barry Moore’s Native Orchid Garden

Soon to be: An art/sculpture galler

& 4

\7/"in the mid\dle of a rainforest orchid garden




A BIT ABOUT ... Sarcochilus falcatus
By Gerry Walsh —The Rock Lily Man

Each one of us has our favourite native orchid. Of the 58 or so
epiphytic species that grow in the NSW bush, 55 of them are
among my favourites. Of these, two of them must rank as equal
favourites on my overall list. One is Dendrobium speciosum and
the other is Sarcochilus falcatus. Common name: The Orange
Blossom Orchid.

Sarcochilus falcatus ‘Selby’s Selection — ACC/ANOS’

You wouldn’t have to be rocket scientist to figure this out after a
walk through my bush house, for these two species dominate all
the others combined. They are the only two that | make annual
pilgrimages into the wilds with the sole purpose of seeing them
in bloom. But mostly it’s just for the sheer tonic of being out
with them when they are at their best.

Can it be mere coincidence that these two species share almost
identical distributions in eastern Australia? They have the widest
distributions in their respective genera. That distribution
extends from the Mt Windsor Tableland near Cooktown (north
Qld) all the way down to extreme north eastern Victoria. In the
case of S. falcatus , it only just scrapes over the NSW border into
Victoria by less than ten kilometres. And just for the record, D.
speciosum only manages to sneak another 40 kms or so south
anyway. Over that whole range, they each can be found from
sea level to over 1100 metres above the sea.

This- huge range of latitude and altitude points to a good deal of
variation within these two species. And variability equates, to
me at least, as “interesting”. D. speciosum has at least nine
recognised forms and S. falcatus has at least three recognised
forms, maybe even more for many of us hard-core observers.

Once again, North Qld seems to support a couple of suspicious
forms, most notably one that seems to prefer a harsher climate
to the mainstream. It often grows on rocks and Casuarina
species. It is a small form and doesn’t often have more than
three flowers that tend to be quite thin in the segments and
claw shaped.

Over the range of S. falcatus there are tremendous differences in
flower colour, size, and shape, number of flowers and flowering
period, as well as at least three distinct perfume types. As | sit
here | am trying to think of another species that is so variable.

In virtually all the major categories, and apart from D. kingianum
and D. tetragonum, | can’t come up with one other that is
equally as flexible in form.

S. falcatus can be found in many environments but always there
will be a good deal of moisture/humidity in the locale. It is not
an orchid that strays far away from the protection of shade and
humidity, and high air movement is something that can make or
break this species. Rainforest, deep in gullies or high on ridge
tops, is its favourite haunt. S. falcatus doesn’t often stray more
than a few metres from the rainforest edge.

Rainforest takes many forms of course, and | use that term
loosely to indicate any area having ‘brush’ or ‘scrub’ type trees.
Such species as Sassafras, Coachwood, Lilly Pilly, Black Wattle,
Myrtle, Fig, Cedar, Antarctic Beech, Stinging Tree. The list is
nearly endless. These species are often found lining even small
gullies and sometimes only a few of them in a clump is enough
to induce S. falcatus to move in and set up home sweet home. |
have also seen it growing happily on ancient old Monterey Pines,
alias to us as Radiata Pine, the most planted introduced pine
timber species in Australia.

With a species having the extreme distribution of S. falcatus,
there are always going to be exceptions to rules. There are some
areas, particularly in NSW, where S. falcatus commonly occurs on
river oaks lining creeks and rivers. The best example of this |
know of is around the foothills of the Barrington Tops of central
NSW. Also, you will have no trouble finding plenty of specimens
in the highest Antarctic Beech forests, well over 1000 metres up.
And you can find it nearly anywhere in between.

Regions having volcanic origins are particularly attractive to S.
falcatus . The great red soil regions such as parts of the lllawarra,
Barrington Tops, Comboyne, Dorrigo, etc in NSW, and up to the
Sunshine coast hinterland in QLD are real strongholds for S.
falcalus. But, you are likely to come across plants on nearly any
type of geological foundation — with the exception of sandstone.
In this regard | particularly refer to the vast Hawkesbury
sandstone regions that surround Sydney.

Wonderful specimen plant of Sarco. falcatus Big White Form
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Sarcochilus falcatus.......(Cont.)

There is a lot of very suitable territory in the sandstone regions
but very little S. falcatus unless you are on one of the volcanic
outcrops such as The Mount Wilson Range in the Blue Mts. and
some of the high peaks in the Wattagans near Wyong. In the
Blue Mts. there are some spots where large tracts of coachwood
can be found in gullies away from the volcanic outcrops and
some of these have good numbers of S. falcatus in them. These
are exceptions | stress.

I have never personally observed S. falcatus in the Royal National
Park south of Sydney. There is some very likely looking country
in ‘The Park’ where you’d nearly bet your house on finding a
plant or two. But this area is virtually all sandstone in origin and
the lack of a volcanic connection is definitely the reason there is
none, or very few plants, to be found. There is a big variation in
habitats in the Park, and | would certainly not be surprised to
learn it was present — especially around spots that boast some
large specimens of Red Cedar. A bit further south there are fairly
good numbers of S. falcatus to be seen in the almost identical
habitat of the Minnamurra region. The big difference with
Minnamurra is the volcanic connection with the Robertson
Plateau up above where the Minnamurra River is born.

North of the Hunter River, the big sandstone areas disappear
and the occurrence of S. falcatus increases. In the far north of its
range, around the Atherton Tableland in north Qld, S. falcatus is
confined to the highest peaks of the Great Divide. During a visit
in June 1994, | found only small specimens here and there. | was
initially disappointed at not finding my favourite species. Finally,
at a spot beside a minor arterial road, | was relieved to see some
very large clumps in a grove of huge spreading trees — species
unknown. Its buds were just starting to split open in June and
from a horticultural point of view they were superb forms of
S.falcatus, having well filled-in, large and shapely blooms with
up to a ten on some of the longer racemes.

In situ Atherton Tablelands

| have seen S. falcatus climb down from the trees and walk
upright on land ... well, I've seen it abandon its arboreal lifestyle
and colonise rock face at least. This is not a common thing for S.
falcatus to do but small colonies of stone dwellers exist in
Kangaroo Valley, at Pincher Mountain (near Dungog), Kroombit
Tops (near Gladstone) and the Atherton Tableland as mentioned
previously. These are examples of small colonies but lone plants
occasionally turn up on rock anywhere S. falcatus occurs.

On my way to Ken Russell’s Open Day at Dungog one time, | got
my wires crossed and told my dear wife the wrong date —
unintentionally of course. | ended up leaving home three days
early so spent the extra time out in the bush. In granite country
near Tamworth, at an altitude of 1197 metres, and on the
western side of the Great Divide in occasional snow fall territory,
| decided to pull over for a break. | was stunned to find a single
plant of S. falcatus growing in thick moss on a small cliff. It even
had a seed pod on it. One hour of searching failed to turn up a
single plant of any other epiphytic orchid. Talk about a harsh
environment for S. falcatus.

One place where you won't see S. falcatus grow is on tire outer
twigs of host trees, which is exactly where most other
Sarcanthinae epiphytes seem to make a bee-line for. | have
rarely seen it grow on branches thinner than about garden hose
thickness, but even this dimension is rare. There is no doubt that
S. falcatus will choose limbs of arm thickness or thicker nearly all
the time. It really does prefer the major limbs and the main
trunk of its host.

One thing that you can’t avoid doing when bashing out all
articles on S. falcatus is taking up a lot more space than you
would with other less variable species. What can | leave out?
Nothing! It has to all go in. So I’'m just going to skip through with
a few guidelines on what you can expect as normal and what is
exceptional, but possible, with this species.

=  Average plants have between four and eight leaves.
Exceptional plants can have 20 or more.

=  Average plants are about eight to fourteen cms across. |
have seen a single lead plant that was just on 30 cms (a
foot) across.

=  Some plants will send out side growths (keiki) with age and
form clumps with several leading growths and many smaller
ones. | have seen one-plant clumps that would not fit in a
bucket.

= Average flower count per raceme is about five to eight
blooms. | have seen up to thirteen flowers on a raceme but
if you can grow your plant with ten or more you’re doing
really well.

=  Most average size, single lead plants will have two or three
racemes. A plant | took to the Adelaide Conference in 1996
displayed thirteen racemes on the single lead.

=  Average flower size is quite variable but up to an inch is
fairly typical. | have seen rare plants with 50 mm wide
blooms. Some poor forms have stunted blooms of only 12-
13 mms.

No discussion on S. falcatus would be complete without
mentioning the three main forms of the species. The first is what
| refer to as the normal or type form which can be found from
near Cooktown to Victoria, and from sea level to over 1100
metres. This is the form that most growers are completely
familiar with, and which is found in 99% of the bush houses of
Australia. It needs no further introduction.

There is another form that has a much narrower distribution and
only occurs at altitudes above 600 metres. That is what growers
refer to as the purple-chin form of S. falcatus .




Sarcochilus falcatus.......(Cont.)

A glance at the accompanying photos will reveal this form far
more clearly than words. This form frequently has an intense
perfume identical to vanilla essence. But the normal form can
have the same perfume so this is not 100 per cent reliable.

Purple Chin Form (Fitzgerald’s var. montanus)

It has heavily pigmented purple striations on the mid-lobe of the
labellum. These striations can appear as solid colouring on some
plants, Also, the side lobes are often all intense mustard yellow,
far stronger than the light yellow of the normal type form. It
should be remembered that this heavy purple striations on the
labellum is far more dominating then the little bit of purple
colouring that is not uncommon on the normal type form.

This intense purple and mustard combination is absolutely
striking, especially for people viewing it for the first time. | used
to think that this form was pretty well known by all growers
because | frequently ran into it in my travels. But this is not the
case and I'm constantly mystified when others express such
surprise at seeing it for the first time. The purple chin form is, in
my experience at least, only found in NSW, and only from the
Barrington Tops north to the Dorrigo Plateau. | have been told it
occurs in the Washpool Rainforest just north of Dorrigo. I've
never been to the Washpool area myself. . . and that’s a
situation | won’t tolerate! Sounds like a trip coming up!

That brings us to that other well-known form of S. falcatus that
most enthusiasts simply refer to as the ‘big white form’. Once
again, a glance at the accompanying photos will explain this
form easily, and | won’t grow calluses on my fingertips by
flogging this keyboard all night. It is very different to other forms
and | am constantly amazed that it hasn’t been given species
status as yet. It is so different in nearly every respect.

Flowers on average are much larger and they have their own
distinctive colour scheme of basically just white and pale yellow.
The only purple present is a faint blush on the keel of the mid-
ridge on the reverse of the segments. Its perfume is not even
vaguely similar to the type form and can best be described as
similar to a fresh cut potato, only much stronger. Plants are very
often larger than the type variety and generally have much more
sickle, or falcate, shaped leaves.

On mature plants the racemes are often much longer than in the

type form. The flowers open up at least a month or six weeks
later, despite the fact that it often grows in the same habitat as
the type form. | have a photo taken in the Barrington Tops in
November 1993. It shows a big white form plant with just
opening blooms, and only 50 cms away from a type form plant
just finishing. They are both on the same limb. | am convinced
that this is conclusive evidence of the two being different
species and not merely forms of the same species. Across the
extensive area of this quiet large colony, the type form plants
were nearly all finished flowering. But the numerous big whites
interspersed among them were only just starting to open up. Yet
they all shared identical habitat and environmental conditions. If
that doesn’t demonstrate two separate species, probably
attracting different pollinators because of their distinct
perfumes, then I’'m the uncle of a monkey.

The big white form is distributed from Mt Wilson (Hawkesbury
River) and the Wattagans (Wyong) north to vicinity of the town
of Crows Nest, just north of Toowoomba, Qld. | suspect that it
may be found in other districts of southern Qld. Rainforest
country at mid altitudes is certainly its preferred habitat. In the
Barrington Tops it also grows on the limbs of giant River Oaks,
Casuarina cunninghamiana.

Way back in the 1880s, Fitzgerald came up with varietal status
for one form of S. falcatus which he published as variety
montanus. That handle fell out of favour for some reason or
other. For a long time, most growers have been confused over
just what form of S. falcatus var. montanus actually represents.
Several enthusiasts, including myself, have always thought that
it was the big white form. Believe it or not, none of the standard
text books of the past 50 years have indicated just what var.
montanus looks like. The main authors, notably Rupp, Dockrill
and Jones, were probably as hazy as the rest of us.

In Australian Orchid Research, 1989, Mark Clements was unable
to locate a herbarium specimen of var. montanus and so
designated Fitzgerald’s painting of it as the lectotype. | don’t
own one of the rare volumes of Fitzgerald’s work because
they’re worth a trillion dollars. But it clearly shows that var.
montanus is actually representative of the purple chin form and
not the big white one.

His brief description states that var. montanus was known from
Mt Wilson and Mt Tomah (Blue Mts} north to Mt Banda Banda
and the head of the Bellinger River (Dorrigo). | have great
difficulty accepting that the true purple chin form has ever been
found in the Blue Mts. The normal type form of S. falcatus
occasionally shows some slight purple striation on the labellum
chin and | suspect that this is what Fitzgerald was referring to at
Mts Wilson and Tomah.

Finally, a word about unusual colour forms of S. falcatus . Over
the years, very rare plants have turned up that have a light, shell
pink colour where they would normally be white. | doubt this is
genetically fixed in most instances because some of these pinks
have reverted to white in following years. Perhaps this is the
reason why we occasionally hear of someone in Timbuktu
finding a pink. But then something always happens to them . ..
we never seem to hear about these clones again.




Sarcochilus falcatus.......(Cont.)

| believe I've broken this vanishing act with a specimen |
collected up at Kroombit Tops in Sept 1992. | had picked up a
hoop pine branch having a large clump of Plectorrhiza tridentata
with one small seedling of S. falcatus tangled up in it. | took this
home with me and | must confess that | was interested in the
Plectorrhiza, not the S. falcatus . So | mounted up the bundle
without separating them.

| could scarcely believe it when that little orange blossom orchid
flowered for the first time, a month later, as a light pink. And it
did so every year until it died some decade later. The only
discernible difference with the plant itself is that there is a
considerable amount of claret coloured speckling on the
underside of each new leaf. This speckling fades away as the leaf
matures. | have heard reports of apricot coloured S. falcatus as
well but have not seen them myself. Perhaps someone will be
gracious enough to fill us all in on this colour.

Because of it being a very common orchid in Australian bush
houses, you will hear of more techniques for growing S. falcatus
then you’ll hear excuses for not taking on committee positions in
orchid societies. I've been growing this species for over forty
years now and I've changed my ideas on its cultivation several
times. Some of those changes have been complete about-turns.

The thing that has come out of all this backtracking is that most
of the variables | have tested seem to have been successful to
some degree. S. falcatus is a fairly hardy orchid and it will
withstand a goodly amount of inappropriate treatment. But it
should be remembered that it is a Sarcochilus species, and as
such, it could decide to toss it in at any stage due to SSDS. This
stands for Sudden Sarc Death Syndrome and it’s a condition that
very few members of the Sarcanthinae are immune to.

One day it’s alive and well and by the next it’s playing a harp in
heaven. Even so — | still think of it as the longest living species
within its genus. | reckon I've come up with the best possible
practices to suit the conditions | have been dealt with regards to
my bush house. Your own conditions might be different to mine.

I grow S. falcatus on cork these days. Either virgin Portuguese or
that Second-Cut Portuguese. Use a piece around 400 mm long
minimum but no wider than about 75mm. Nothing looks as
awkward as an S. falcatus plant on a small square mount. ..
correction: there is one thing . . . and that’s a S. falcatus
imprisoned in a pot. | don’t care whether it grows all right or not
— it looks ridiculous and ugly — on a par with Volkswagens
painted ‘burnt orange’ or lime green business shirts.

Also very good are Ironbark totems like the ones you buy at the
nursery for your indoor plants. These will break down in seven
or eight years which is not a bad life span | suppose. I've gone off
strips of hardwood timber and old fence palings. They eventually
rot or get the usual borer in them. But they are cheap and
readily available. | have seen S. falcatus grow really well when
tied to a sock of plastic ‘Gutterguard’ filled up with coconut
fibre. It just doesn’t look natural to my eyes but good results are
certainly to be had.

The next thing’ you have to decide is whether to moss or not to
moss. | don’t mean sphagnum moss, but | refer to that long

green epiphytic moss that grows in damp gullies and ridge tops
where you'll often find S. falcatus growing naturally. This aspect
of S. falcatus culture is the one I've changed my mind about
more times than anything else. | used it extensively and thickly
years ago. It certainly aids in the establishment of roots and
ensures humidity during long hot summers.

If used too thickly it breaks down and attracts unwanted grubs,
springtails and even slaters after a while. A few years ago |
decided to go without any moss whatsoever. And still the S.
falcatus grew reasonably well, but not to my entire satisfaction.
These days I've settled for something in between feast and
famine. | put just a few strands of this moss behind the oldest
leaf and wrap it around the rhizome a couple of times and leave
any excess hang. It is not tied on at all.

This frugal application of moss seems to suit my watering and
bush house practices pretty well and | recommend it. Young
roots will appreciate that little bit of pampering in the very early
stages. If you live where you can’t get a supply of this moss
(scientific name unknown) | guess you’ll need to try some other
sort of moss or a whole different system of cultivation.

Watering is something that I've experimented with frequently
with S. falcatus . For many years | tried growing them slightly dry
with the hope of keeping the dreaded crown rot at bay. Then |
learnt that crown rot seemed to affect a percentage of my plants
regardless of how | watered. These days | give them what | call
an average amount of water and am now of the opinion that it
would be difficult to over water this species. Certainly in hot
weather | tend to give them more water than most other
species. Alternatively, in Winter, hand watering is almost
dispensed with because natural rainfall reaches the plants.

S. falcatus will accept a fair amount of shade and still put in a big
flowering effort. But | suggest that if you don’t get frosts in your
area then you should give them at least 50%. Because | get
heaps of frost here in western Sydney, with temperatures down
to -4 C occasionally, and lesser minuses being common place, my
plants have to live under 70%.

Humidity is important with S. falcatus but it can be hard to
provide. My bush house floor is covered with crushed gravel to a
depth of 150 mms on average and this never dries out.
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Sarcochilus falcatus.......(Cont.)

Because there is 52 tonne of this wet gravel on the ground my
humidity level is always satisfactory. On really hot days in
summer | have been known to hang a few of my pet plants up in
full shade and only inches above this humid flooring. It must
help these plants tolerate the heat and certainly makes me feel
better knowing I’'ve done all | can to help them. There really isn’t
much else | can do short of giving them each a can of beer.

There is no doubt in my mind that S. falcatus likes a good feed
of fertiliser —and on a regular basis. Sure, your plants will look
OK to you and they’ll flower every year even if you don’t
fertilise. But you should be aiming to get the very best out of
them. S. falcatus is a species that can look staggeringly more
attractive if one plant has longer racemes and bigger flowers
then the also-rans beside it at the spring show. With some
species it doesn’t seem to matter whether you fertilise or not ...
they don’t really look any different for all the feeding. But
definitely not S. falcatus — it is within your power to make a
difference.

Besides SSDS and/or crown rot, which seems to affect the odd
plant whatever you do, S. falcatus isn’t particularly pre-disposed
to any other specific problem. However, sometimes a plant
that’s been growing along great guns for years will suddenly
stop growing roots. Gradually the older roots lose their grip and
the plant will hang on to the mount with less and less conviction
as each root fails, eventually falling to the ground, It doesn’t
seem to matter what you do ... the condition persists. The plant
will still keep flowering all this time.

™ N

. Big‘White Form,hin situ, Barringtoh Tops, November 2012

Ty

I don’t know what causes this loss of vigour. | have resurrected
the odd worthwhile plant by removing it before it gets too close
to the cemetery gates and soaking it in a sugar and hormone
solution for a few days. Then I’'ve put them in a small pot of
loose sphagnum moss, which is then put in a plastic bag for a
few weeks. Eventually, some new root may start anew. After a
few months it will be ready for planting out again — but this
doesn’t always work.

Right at the end of this spoof it has occurred to me that | haven’t
said a word about the common name for S. falcatus . Every one
of you would know that its common name is “Orange Blossom
Orchid”. And what an apt name this is. The flower colour is that
same stylish white as the citrus flowers. As well, the heavy
perfume of S. falcatus creates an association with orange trees
in bloom, even if it isn’t exactly the same scent.

| suppose | could keep bringing up little snippets about S.
falcatus until the cows come home — because, as | said at the
beginning, this is species exhibiting great variation over a huge
range of latitude and elevation. But | think you must be in the
picture by now. So I'll put away the quill with a final
recommendation that you look more closely at this beautiful
native orchid. Try a little harder to feed it regularly and if your
plants look a bit down on their luck, don’t be afraid of
experimenting with them.

As I've pointed out . .. S. falcatus is about as user friendly as a
Sarcochilus can get. If they aren’t growing the way you’d like
them too, then remember —it’s probably your fault.

Editor’s Note:
- Reprinted with permission from Gerry Walsh.

- All photos by Gerry Walsh.
- Contact Gerry:
http://therocklilyman.com/contact-me/

- Gerry’s web site: http://therocklilyman.com/
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Native Orchids Around Annangrove
Photos by Joe Portelli and Shoo Peng Siah

On a bush walk recently in the Sydney North West region of Annangrove, Shoo Peng Siah our club secretary and our treasurer Joe
Portelli discovered these beautiful terrestrial orchids in flower.

Glossodia minor

Y

Orchid paparazzi — Joe PorteII

Thelymitra ixioides

Caladenia catenata

Caladenia catenata Pink Flush
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Photos from our August 2017 Meeting
by John Klepetko

Plant of the Evening (PoE) and Australian Orchid Nursery (AON) Popular Vote Competition:

AON Eq. 2nd Popﬁlar Vote
Sarco. hartmanii—Y. & S. Chan

AON Eq. 2nd Popular Vote
Den. kingianum x Den. Jonathon's Glory — P. Murn

AON Eq. 2nd Popular Vote Den. Avril’s Gold —J. Happ
Den. Henk van den Berg — B. Williams
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https://www.australianorchids.com.au/

Dates to
Remember...

9 — 10 September 2017 ANOS Sydney Group 35th Annual Spring Native Orchid Show 2017
9:00am — 4:30pm Saturday, 4:00pm Sunday.
Eden Garden Nursery, Lane Cove Road, North Ryde

9 — 10 September 2017 | ANOS lllawarra Group Spring Show 2017 (9am to 4pm)
The Old Courthouse Cliff Rd., Wollongong NSW

9 — 10 September 2017 ANOS Warringah Group Spring Show (Sat. 9am to 4pm & Sun. 3 pm)
Forestville Memorial Hall, 3 Starkey St., Forestville

9 — 10 September 2017 Wyong Spring Time Orchid Show 2017
Wyong Race Club, Howarth St, Wyong NSW

24 September 2017 Hills District Orchids Winter Open Day
183 Windsor Rd Northmead NSW (Please park in Mary St. or Windermere Ave.)
Vendors include: Tinonee Orchid Nursery & Macquarie Native Orchids

21 October 2017 ANOS Sydney Sarcanthinae Show (Sat. 9am to 3pm)
Kellyville Village (in front of COLES), 92A Wrights Rd, Kellyville NSW 2155

15 December 2017 ANOS Sydney Christmas Party!
Baulkham Hills Community Centre, 15 Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills

Come and enjoy our sumptuous Christmas dinner of KFC, salads and gourmet pizzas! @

MACQUARIE NATIVE
ORCHIDS

Michael & Roslyn Harrison

[AKCHI & ASSOCIATES |
= SOLIGC vﬁ'g;\;;ch [ERSIECNGTAR!
Suite 1, Level 3

.. Specialist Breeders of Australian

60 Macquarie Street Natsve Specias dnd Bybrids
Parramatta NSW 2150 N S —
Phone: 02 9687 7933

Fax: 02 9687 7944

www.takchilaw.com.au
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https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eden+Gardens/@-33.780415,151.1319881,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a6047ebb3eed:0xf017d68f9f2f3a0!8m2!3d-33.7804195!4d151.1341821?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/Eden+Garden+Nursery,+Lane+Cove+Road,+North+Ryde/@-33.7804445,151.1323116,17z/data=!3m1!4b1?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Old+Court+House,+Wollongong/@-34.4222631,150.9024115,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b1319007e266089:0x7ee4be8464051edb!8m2!3d-34.4222675!4d150.9046055?hl=en
http://anoswarringah.org.au/ANOS%20Warringah%20Group%20Show%20Schedule_2017.pdf
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Forestville+Memorial+Hall/@-33.761615,151.217064,19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a99bc46cf9df:0x1dc1a9648e93b6ef!8m2!3d-33.761615!4d151.217064
http://www.gotoorchids.com/events/wyong-spring-time-orchid-show-2017/
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Wyong+Race+Club+%26+Function+Centre/@-33.2814725,151.4285443,17.5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b72d1fe75c804c5:0x2fef10c940d6ddc5!8m2!3d-33.2811769!4d151.4310308?hl=en
http://www.hillsdistrictorchids.com/
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/183+Windsor+Rd,+Northmead+NSW+2152/@-33.7785408,150.9971777,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a24b43091ffd:0x9cdad02ff3ad4f8f!8m2!3d-33.7785453!4d150.9993664?hl=en
http://anossydney.wixsite.com/orchidophile
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/92A+Wrights+Rd,+Kellyville+NSW+2155/@-33.7130769,150.9707442,835m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a1c917c18815:0x45f0269e53f30813!8m2!3d-33.7130814!4d150.9729382?hl=en
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_a89157f7d0964d74af272b0c2e86610d.pdf

