
 
 
 
 

 

On Monday the 3rd July, Melbourne had its coldest night in 30 
years. Here at the nursery we recorded Minus 4oC. Damage is 
not a huge loss, as I was prepared and had all the nursery igloos 
closed down tight. Unfortunately and unpredictably most of the 
damage was on the orchids hanging on the barb wire strands up 
high. Why? Because they were closest to the frozen ice and frost 
on the igloo skins. Like standing too close to a radiator, but in 
reverse!! I though higher would be safer, but not the case.  

 
Certain corners copped it worse than others, and plants in the 
centre of the igloos fared better. Dendrobium hybrids with Kayla 
in their backgrounds copped it far worse than other natives with 
total bud and raceme collapse. Sarcochilus as always hated it 
and developed watery lesions. Thank goodness 90% where in a 
separate heated igloo made for “Sarcs” in winter. 

 
We expect these minus 3 – 4oC nights once every 14 years or so 
and this one, like a good earthquake was overdue. So in South 
Eastern Australia, we usually break a cold record every 15-30 
years. 
 
So that means, unless you have measures in place, your 
collection is going to cop a cold bite badly every 15 years. So 
what can you do? 

• Have a carry tray ready every winter to bring inside 
your favourite gems of orchids, Avrils Golds, etc. 

• Don’t live in Canberra. 
• Have a hard cover over your shade house for winter, 

frost will go through shade cloth. 
• Don’t grow orchids without heavy protection if you live 

on the INSIDE of the great diving range. 

Cymbidiums, Laelias, Sarcochilus and Aussie Dendrobiums all 
froze to death at minus 7oC. Once it gets that low, there is 
nothing to do. Even if the frost needle crystals are not present, 
damage will still be done. These photos are of extreme cold 
death and damage. 
 
What else can you do? 

• Run a fan. Moving, mixed air tends to be a little warmer 
and frost crystals can’t grow. 

• If your growing area is enclosed, run a small cheap 2kw 
fan heater. It may cost you $20 in juice for the night, 
but that’s better than all the damage a valuable orchid 
collection might strike. Keep the heater on a bed of 
bricks or concrete for extra safety and to create a 
warmth bank. I have known two collections to be 
destroyed by these heaters going up in flames. If using 
an extension cord to reach the growing area, 
electrically tape the connections. 

• Have a large fish pond or barrels of water in your 
growing area. Frosty nights are accompanied by sunny 
days so the water can heat up and store warmth. 

• Place a cheap $28 aquarium heater in a barrel or large 
container of water. 

• Never, ever water on a still sunny day in winter!!!  
Frosts may come and all that water won’t be 
evaporated by nightfall and will freeze on the foliage. 

• In winter, water on a windy overcast day, even if it 
means weeks without watering. We are currently 
watering only every 2-3 weeks. Even the weeds wilt. 
But great roots are produced on the orchids chasing 
water! 

• If you live in a colder area don’t try to grow Genera not 
suited to your area. We use the word “Temperate 
Grower” for anything that needs strong winter 
protection. 

 
Email Wayne: info@australianorchids.com.au 
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