
  

 The Australasian Native Orchid Society   

        Sydney Group 
 

“The Orchidophile”  January  2016 
 

  www.anos.org.au/groups/sydney 

  www.facebook.com/ANOSSydney 

 

The Group meets on the 3rd Friday of each month at 8.00pm in the  

Baulkham Hills Community Centre, Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills 

 

Next Meeting Friday 15th January 2016 

Members Night 

 

Disclaimer - All material contained in the newsletter remains the copyright of the author or photographer or artist. 
ANOS Sydney Group will not take responsibility for damage or loss as a result of actions arising from advice or views given 
within The Orchidophile.  
All correspondence to The Orchidophile should be addressed to the Editor. The opinions expressed by the contributors to the 
newsletter are not necessarily those held by the Editor, committee or ANOS Sydney Group.   

Christmas Popular Vote  

Den. Alice’s Rainbow Surprise  
Grower - Graeme Russell 

Christmas Popular Vote  

Sarco. ceciliae   
Growers Yin and Sau-wan Chan 
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Vice President Vacant Committee  Ron Formby, Chris Nidagal and Laurie Treanor Librarian John Klepetko 

Editor 

Graeme Russell 

0408 436 972 

email - rustyruss9@gmail.com 

 

Correspondence: The Secretary ANOS Sydney Group - 9 Alicia St Glenwood NSW 2768 

President’s Report 

 

Welcome to another edition of The Orchidophile and Happy New Year, I hope you all had an enjoyable 
festive season with your family and friends. 
 
I would like to thank everyone for their efforts in regards to our Christmas Party. We had a really enjoyable 
evening. 
 
The committee is currently in the process of filling guest speaker roles for 2016. If you have any sugges-
tions, please see a committee member. We would also like to know what activities you might be interested 
in for 2016. 
 
This month is our member’s night. We encourage our members to discuss anything they would like to raise 
and also we would love to hear about any of your issues or successes. 
 
It’s also an opportunity to discuss our activities for 2016 and what you would like to see happen during the 
year. 
 
Happy growing and I look forward to seeing you at our meeting. 
 

Andrew Locke 

President 

ANOS  Sydney  Directory             Patron    Michael Harrison 

President  

Andrew Locke  

0401 990 739 

Secretary 

John Klepetko 

0447 497 001 

Treasurer 

John Hurst 

 (02) 9481 8665 

   

Growing Competition    
 
The competition provides an opportunity to see how different cultural techniques and conditions can affect 
plant growth.  
Competition plants benched also provide a talking point and an opportunity for members to learn from 
other growers. Please don't forget to bring in your plants - regardless of how they are growing.  
 
The plants involved are  
 

 - Dendrobium fleckerii   and   Dendrobium Warragul ‘Magenta’ x Flinders ‘World’s Best’.   
 
Benching months are February, May, August and November each year with final judging at the Novem-
ber 2017 meeting. See September 2014 Orchidophile for full details. 

Thank you to  

John Klepetko  
for photographs on pages  

1, 2, 3, 4 & 6 
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ANNUAL POINT SCORE 2015 

 

 1. Y. & S. Chan   ........ 140 

 2. B. Spurrs   .............. 133 

 3. C. Bradley   ............  80 

 4. G. Steenbeeke   ......  70 

 5. B. V. Williams   ......  64 

 6. D. Butler   ..............  49 

 7. M. Harrison   ..........  48 

 8. P. Murn   .................  46 

 9. T. Miller   ...............  28 

10. J. & Y. Villien   ......  24 

11. C. Nidagal   ............  22 

12. S. Holland   ............  20 

12. G. Russell  .............  20 

13. D. Tomich   ............  15 

14. S. & F. Sweetman    12 

15. L. & B. Dobson   ...  10 

16. T. Dunshea   ...........   8 

17. M. Daniels   ...........   4 

17. G. Oehm   ...............   4 

17. J. Portelli   ..............   4 

17. B. Toombs   ............   4 

18. C. Shaw   ................   3 

19. J. Hurst   .................   2 

 

Monthly Benching Sections/Classes 
 
A reminder on benching categories 
 
1. Dendrobium species 
2. Dendrobium hybrids 
3. Dockrillia species 
4. Dockrillia hybrids 
5. Sarcanthinae species 
6. Sarc. and Other Epiphytic hybrids 
7. Other Epiphytic species 
8. Australasian species 
9. Australasian hybrids 
10. Pterostylis species 
11. Diuris species 
12. Caladenia species 
13. Other Terrestrial species 
14. Terrestrial hybrids 
15. 1st flowering seedlings (ex mericlones) 
 
Judges also select a Plant of the Evening. 
 
See page 4 for an explanation of how the     
Annual Scores are calculated. 

Andrew and Sau-wan 

Andrew and Bryan 

Andrew and Clover 

Andrew and Greg 



4 

Annual Point score explained 
 
The Point score is run between January and November 

each year, with points awarded only for our monthly 

table benching results.  No points are awarded for our 

Spring and Sarcanthinae Show. 
 

Plants benched for judging must have been owned and in 

the possession of the exhibitor for at least six months.  

Benching slips must be “filled in” legibly with the name 

of the plant, section benched and the name of the 

exhibitor. 
 

The Judges indicate the place any individual plant has 

attained in its respective class, on the Benching Slip. 
 

All Benching slips are collected at the finish of each 

monthly meeting, and the points tallied up and added to 

the monthly results of each member.  
 

At the end of the year the cumulative points of each 

member are totaled and arranged in numeric order.  With 

prizes awarded for 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
, and the prizes 

presented at the Christmas Party.  
 

Points awarded (to each plant) vary depending on the 

number of plants benched in the individual sections – 

refer table 
 

Place in 
section 

1 to 10 
Plants 

in Section 

11 to 20 
Plants 

in Section 

21 to 30 
Plants 

in Section 

First (1st) 4 5 6 

Second 
(2nd) 

3 4 5 

Third (3rd) 2 3 4 

every 
other plant 

1 1 1 

 

An additional 3 points is awarded for "Plant of the 

evening", irrespective of any points that plant may have 

already received. 
 

Every other plant benched is awarded 1 point, so you 

could feasibly win the Point score just by benching the 

most plants throughout the year.  The Point score is not a 

quality "thing", it is to encourage members to bring their 

plants along to meetings.  Although I am sure you will 

gain much more kudos from your fellow members, if 

you bench well grown quality plants. 
 

So, if you aspire to fame and fortune, bring those 

flowering plants along to our monthly meetings. 

 

 

 

 Christmas Party Popular Vote 

 
Six plants were benched at our Christmas party  - an 
increase of 100% over Christmas 2015!  
 
Yin and Sau-wan’s Sarco. ceciliae  and Graeme     
Russell’s Den. Alice’s Rainbow Surprise were equal 
first place in the Popular Vote. The plants are shown 
on the cover page.  
 
Some of the other benched plants are shown below. 
 

 

Sarco. Velvet #3 

Diplocaulobium regale 

Speciosums Never Flower at Christmas in Sydney   

  -  well perhaps sometimes 

Den. spec. var boreale ‘Atherton Lassie’ x 

spec. (pedunculatum x grandiflorum) 

We occasionally see small racemes developing on a couple of speciosums in December but usually 

they ‘burn off’ after a day or two of hot December weather, The speciosum above, benched by the 

Editor, managed to (just) make it to our Christmas benching on 18th December. Interestingly the 

Editor has another  speciosum (at right) flowering as at 7th January and in reasonable condition.  

One explanation may be that both plants are divisions of separate plants which were broken up in 

early November 2015 and so perhaps both flowered as a survival mechanism? The North        

Queensland parentage in each plant may also be a contributing factor?  

(Please send any comments to the Editor which may lead to a discussion in next 

month’s Orchidophile). 

Den. spec. ‘Atherton’ x spec. ‘Tony’s 

No1’ x spec. ‘Daylight Moon’ 
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 The Importance of Fresh Air to Orchids*  

 

The importance of fresh air to orchids is possibly the least appreciated aspect of growing orchids. All the 

orchid books tell you to ensure there is air movement around your orchids. For years I kept adding fans to 

my growing area thinking I was satisfying this basic requirement. But orchids don’t want recirculating 

stale air, they want to be bathed in fresh air, particularly the wafting breezes they get when they are out-

doors. 

The first time Dr. Ruben Sauleda of Ruben In Orchids visited our greenhouse, we talked about how I could 

improve my orchid growing. At that time, we had the traditional greenhouse with a water wall at one end, 

exhaust fans at the opposite end and polypropylene covering all the other surfaces. Ruben took one look at 

the greenhouse and said rip out the water wall and replace the side wall with stucco metal laths. Also, keep 

the vents open at either end of the greenhouse and open the top vent. This allowed free movement of air 

throughout the greenhouse during the growing season. A retractable curtain closes off the stucco metal lath 

during cold weather, but otherwise the plants are always bathed in fresh air. That was the year the green-

house exploded with new growth and an incredible display of blooms. 

I struggled trying to grow Vandas in the hoophouse that was covered with greenhouse film with doors at 

either end. When Rafael Romero of Plantio La Orquidea looked at our growing set up, he told us to rip out 

the film on the side wall and replace it with stucco metal lath and a retractable curtain. Voila, the Vandas 

bloomed freely and the incidence of leaf spotting and rots was greatly diminished. During the summer 

growing season, the Vandas are now all moved out into summer shade structures that allow free air move-

ment on all four sides. The Vandas grow like weeds in the fresh breezes.  

The demand for fresh air makes sense if you think about how many orchids evolved from understorey ter-

restrials to epiphytes. The orchids left the forest floor to grow high in the canopy on the trunks or branches 

of tall forest trees where more light was available and where winds were stronger than on the ground. The 

wafting breezes offer many benefits to your orchids:  

Fresh moving air improves gas exchange through leaf pores and around the rhizomes and roots, a   

process which is required for the plant metabolic processes to proceed. 

Fresh moving air cools the leaves during warm weather when high light and high temperatures could 

otherwise cause the plant to overheat and restrict its metabolic processes, and possibly result in leaf 

sunburn. 

Fresh moving air helps distribute warm and cold air so harmful air pockets will not form. 

Fresh moving air helps dry excess moisture from the leaves so bacteria and fungi will not proliferate. 

Of course, air movement and humidity must be in balance. In a low humidity environment, excess air 

movement will cause more evaporation and possibly result in dehydration of the orchid. In a high humidity 

environment, air movement is a must to prevent orchid disease problems. During the cooler months, your 

orchids are probably in their winter homes inside. You can group your plants on humidity trays with filled 

with pebbles to hold the extra water after watering and provide some humidity around the plants. A fan 

blowing a gentle breeze around your plants is good. When the temperature is right, you can open a window 

by your plants and let them get a taste of the fresh air they crave. When the warm weather returns, try to 

find a location outdoors where the orchids can get loads of fresh air. A screened porch is great, particularly 

for your Phalaenopsis that want shadier conditions and a covered roof where water won’t accumulate in 

the crown of the plant causing rot. Hanging your orchids under an oak tree where they’ll receive dappled 

light and fresh breezes 24 hours a day will result in an incredible summer growth surge, particularly if you 

ramp up your watering and fertilizing schedule to match the increased plant vigor. 

Proper air movement is just as important to your orchid as providing the proper amount of water and light 

to your plant. It is also the least appreciated aspect of orchid growing. If you find fungal and bacterial 

problems on your orchids, you can apply chemicals to treat the symptoms. However, in many instances, 

proper air movement would have prevented the problem from arising in the first place. 

* reproduced with the permission of the author Sue Bottom 

This article appeared in a recent Orchid Society newsletter. It is considered , by the Editor, as being 

equally relevant to Australian and Australasian Native Orchids. 
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What have you photographed? 

 

 

Cymbidium suave  -  Mooney Mooney 

Dipodium punctatum  -  Pennant Hills Park 

Microtis species  -  Spencer 

Thank you John Klepetko for these photos from your       

December 2015 bush walks. 
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Dates to Remember...  

 

 - 15 January 2016 - ANOS Sydney Group - Members Night 

 - 15 - 16 April 2016  -  Castle Hill Orchid Fair  - Castle Hill Showground  

 - 13 - 15 May 2016 - Orchids Out West - Hawkesbury Racecourse, Clarendon (opposite RAAF Base) 

 - 9 - 10 July 2016 - Tinonee Orchids Open Day and Show - 768 Tinonee Rd, Tinonee 

 - 19 - 21 August 2016 - St Ives Orchid Fair - St Ives Showground  

 - 1 - 4 September 2016 - 8th ANOS Conference and Show - Kempsey 

 - 17 - 18 September 2016 - ANOS Sydney Spring Show - Eden Gardens Nursery, Lane Cove Rd,  

               North  Ryde 

 - 15 October 2016 - ANOS Sydney Sarcanthinae Show, 41 - 43 Eaton Rd, West Pennant  Hills  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Suite 1, Level 3  
60 Macquarie Street 
Parramatta NSW 2150 
Phone: 02 9687 7933 
Fax: 02 9687 7944 
 

www.takchilaw.com.au 

SPECIES SECTIONS 
 

1. Sarcochilus hartmannii 
1st   Sarcochilus hartmannii ‘Goodie’ 

     David Butler  
2nd  Sarcochilus hartmannii   

     David Butler 
3rd  Sarcochilus hartmannii var ‘Red Circle’

     Yin & Sau-wan 
Chan 

 
2. Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii   

1st  Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii ‘Ruby’  
     David Butler 

2nd  Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii ‘Fire Trail’ 
     David Butler 

      

info@australianorchids.com.au 
www.australianorchids.com.au Den. Flinders ‘Grey Lady’  

http://www.takchilaw.com.au
http://www.australianorchids.com.au

