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Dendrobium Anne's Rainbow Surprise 

Photo by George Oehm from Henk van den Berg’s collection 
(1 August 2017) 

 

"If anything is going to throw you a curve about  
where it chooses to grow, it will be an orchid" 

 

 
Disclaimer - All material contained in the newsletter remains the copyright of the author or 
photographer or artist. ANOS Sydney Group will not take responsibility for damage or loss as a result 
of actions arising from advice or views given within The Orchidophile.  
 
All correspondence to The Orchidophile should be addressed to the Editor. The opinions expressed by 
the contributors to the newsletter are not necessarily those held by the Editor, committee or ANOS 
Sydney Group.   
  

. 
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ANOS Sydney Display and Sales Table  
Saturday 26 August at the Federation Pavilion, 
Castle Hill Show Ground. 
 
ANOS Sydney Group is holding a one day Display and Sales 
Table on Saturday 26 August at the Castle Hill Showground.  
 
The event has been very successful the past two years and this 
year will be at the Federation Pavilion at Castle Hill Showground. 
The event will also coincide with the very popular Castle Hill 
Farmers and Fine Food Market which are held at Castle Hill 
Showground on the 2nd and 4th Saturday’s of each month (8am 
-12 noon). The Federation Pavilion is next to the Farmers 
Markets and we should get many members of the public visiting 
us.  
 
Our display provides a fantastic chance to showcase ANOS 
Sydney Group to the public, promote native orchids and their 
culture, and attract new members. A sales table will also be 
available, located in the most prominent area to promote plant 
sales. 
 
Tables for the event are already at the venue, so set-up and pull-
down will be easy. Members are encouraged to display plants 
in flower and bring plants to sell at the event. The aim of the 
display is to be eye-catching and a talking point for the public, 
and consequently plants in the display need not be perfect or 
award quality! Also there will be plenty of room for the display 
and sales, so the more plants members can bring the better. 
 
Details: 
Display and Sales times: Setup will start after 7:00am. Pull down 
will be at 1pm.  
Display plants ideally should arrive early in the morning or by 
9am at the latest.  
Sales plants can be brought in at any time during the day. Please 
clearly label any sale plants with the price and your initials. (A 
sales commission of 15% will go to ANOS Sydney Group).  
 
Location and Access: The Federation Pavilion at the Castle Hill 
Showground is accessed via Showground Road (take the set of 
traffic lights between Gilbert and Carrington Rd. onto Doran 
Drive and drive around the showground – as per map). 
 
Parking: Parking is available on site in car parks outside and 
around the showground area. 
 
More information on the Castle Hill Showground and Markets 
can be found at: 
Castle Hill Showground 
Castle Hill Farmers & Fine Food Market  
 
Helpers: If anyone can assist for an hour or two, either manning 
the sales table, or talking to the public and acting as security 
around the display, this would be greatly appreciated.  
 
ANOS Sydney contacts: John Klepetko (0447 497 001), Charlie 
Moraza (0413 440677), or Andrew Locke (0401 990 739). 

 
 
 

Secretary’s Report  

 
Our annual auction on Friday 21

st
 of July was a great success! 

We would like to thank YOU, our member growers and our 
illustrious and knowledgeable auctioneer – Mr David Banks- for 
making it a lively, enjoyable and successful night.   
 
Unfortunately, these two auction plants were mistakenly 
removed before it could be passed on to the winning bidder:   
Label                  Name of plant 
GW86                  Dendrobium lichenastrum var lichenastrum  
GW87                  Dendrobium lichenastrum var prenticeii   
 
If you find it in your collection, do please return it so we can 
forward to the rightful bidder.  
 
On to happier news, it is my great pleasure to announce that the 
auction will be held in one year’s time on the Friday 20

th
 of July 

2018, so please save this date in your calendar (and start 
thinking about the plants you might want to put up for the 
auction).  The committee has been revising the auction event 
but your feedback and suggestions will be invaluable in helping 
us improve for next year’s event.  Is there something we can 
improve upon? Is there something we did well?  Please do 
approach one of our committee members at the monthly 
meeting with your comments or email us at 
anossydney@gmail.com.  

(continued on page 4)  
 

Our Guest Speaker: Alan Stephenson 
 

Topic: "If anything is going to throw you a curve 
about where it chooses to grow, it will be an orchid" 
 
Alan will talk about odd orchids and the many strange places he 
has found them. Some of the places are hard to believe, and 
these orchids have only been found as a result of getting out and 
about as much as Alan does. Alan's presentation will not focus 
too much on conservation; however finding orchids outside of 
the usual habitats has implications regarding orchid 
conservation. Alan's presentation will show the benefits and 
encourage members to visit areas at different times of the year 
outside of the normal orchid flowering times in these areas. 
 
Alan is a passionate conservationist and advocate for native 
orchids. He has been on Gardening Australia, is the author of 
"Orchid species of the Shoalhaven" and has been a regular 
contributor to the Orchadian and Australian Orchid Review for 
many years. He is currently the Conservation Director of the 
Australian Orchid Council. Corunastylis stephensonii was named 
after Alan in recognition of his dedication and roles over 
numerous conservation issues, often contentious, over many 
years. Alan's fieldwork has resulted in the discovery of more 
than five orchids not previously documented. Alan is an 
inspiration to all native orchid lovers and conservationists. 
An open invitation is extended to visitors and members and 
friends of other ANOS and AOC groups to hear Alan’s 
presentation. 

 

Our Club Bulletin Board 

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_0ce7da5846644fcc9f59e6acac442fde.pdf
https://www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/Venues/Parks-Recreation/Castle-Hill-Showground
http://www.harvesttrailsandmarkets.com.au/markets/castle-hill-farmers-fine-food-market/
mailto:anossydney@gmail.com
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Dendrobium cacatua (Photo by Sau-wan Chan) 

 
 

 

 

ANOS Sydney July 2017 Plant of the Evening  
By Yin and Sau-wan Chan 

 

Dendrobium cacatua (Den. tetragonum var. cacatua) 

It is a well- grown plant with 10 canes, seven of which were bearing flowers.  The flowers had the characteristic spidery shape of 
those of the tetragonum complex, but with attractive pure apple green tepals and pure white labella, the latter a characteristic of 
this species (variety).  
 
Dendrobium cacatua is a northern species of the tetragonum complex, occurring in north-eastern Queensland from Mount Windsor 
Tableland to Eungella. Its geographical distribution overlaps with another probably better known northern species, namely 
Dendrobium capitisyork. However, the two species are physically segregated altitudinally, while Dendrobium cacatua is found at 
altitude 900—1200m, the other species is found at altitude 0-900m. Apparently, DNA data show that the two species are very 
similar and it is interesting to note the difference in morphology existing between them. This orchid occurs in dense rainforests and 
rainforest margins where it grows on trees in shady sites beside streams. 
 
Because of its high altitude origin, this orchid grows quite well in Sydney area. In culture this orchid is usually mounted on fern slab 
and hung vertically to simulate its natural conditions and for better display at flowering. According to Bryan Spurrs, his plant is hung 
on the south facing side of his shade house which has a polycarbonate roof. It is misted everyday using a FOGG-IT green nozzle 
attached to the hose throughout the year. Fertiliser is applied weekly using Peter Excel at 1 gm/litre concentration. 
 
Because of the uncertainty associated with the classification of this orchid, namely its status whether as a species or a variety of 
Den. tetragonum, it is difficult to determine the extent this orchid has been used in breeding. Currently in orchid hybrid registration 
with RHS, only the record of species (not details of variety) is required. 
 
 

 
 
 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
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 Library News 
 
I would like to carry out a stocktake so we can update the record 
of our library.  Please return any library book of ANOS (Sydney 
Group) in your possession to the library.  I will be available to 
collect them in the next two monthly meetings. 
 
After updating our library record, I intend to place the library 
catalogue on our website so as to improve access to our library 
books by our members.  Thank you for your assistance 
 

- Yin Chan 

Reminder of how the library works:  
A library borrowing record (book) exists and is kept with the 
library.  Members need to write down the required details (the 
book name/number, their name, and the date borrowed) when 
borrowing a book from the library, and when returning the book 
make sure it signed off as returned. 

- John Klepetko 

 

 
Secretary’s Report (Cont.) 

 
On Saturday August 26th, we will be holding our market place 
event at the Federation Pavilion at Castle Hill Showground (8am 
to 1pm).  Do please take the opportunity to visit us there.  If you 
would like to offer your orchids for sale on the day, please 
forward details of your plant and preferred sale price to John 
Klepetko or a member of the committee at the monthly 
meeting. If you can assist by offering your time, this will be 
greatly appreciated. Please contact a member of the committee 
at our monthly meeting, or you might like to email us at 
anossydney@gmail.com . As a side note, the Castle Hill Farmer’s 
Market is also held on the same Saturday so you can also enjoy 
some good food and pick up some high quality fresh produce!   

 
Shoo Peng Siah 
 

 

 
 

 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

 

 

 
A full house on auction night! 

mailto:anossydney@gmail.com
http://www.kempseyspeciosumspectacular.com.au/
http://www.gotoorchids.com/events/anos-central-coast-group-37th-annual-spring-show-2017/
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Benching results for July 2017 (with Section 
Numbers) 

 
Section 1 - Dendrobium species (6 entries) 
1. Den. cacatua    B. Spurrs 
2. Den. tetragonum    B. Spurrs 
3. Den. cacatua    B. Spurrs 
 
Section 2 - Dendrobium hybrids (9 entries) 
1. Den. Aussie Victory x spreciosum 'Windermere'    M. Daniels 
2. Den. Avril's Gold 'Pure Gold'    Y. & S. Chan 
3. Den. Sunglow 'KWR'    Y. & S. Chan 
 
Section 4 - Dockrillia hybrids (4 entries) 
1. Dock. Ida Mary    B. V. Williams 
2. Dock. Tweetas    B. Spurrs 
3. Dock. Tweetas 'Leprechaun' x (dolichophylla x fuliginosa)    B. 
Spurrs 
 
Section 9 - Other epiphytic species (1 entry) 
1. Cadetia taylori    B. V. Williams 
 
Section 11 - Australasian species (1 entry) 
1. Dipodium repanda    G. Steenbeeke 
 
Section 18 - First flowered seedlings (1 entry) 
1. Den. schneiderae x gracilicaule    G. Steenbeeke 

 
Section 3 - Dockrillia species (0 entries) 
Section 5 - Sarcochilus species – classic shape (0 entries) 
Section 6 - Sarcochilus species – novelty (0 entries) 
Section 7 - Other Sarcanthinae species – non Sarcochilus (0 
entries) 
Section 8 - Sarcanthinae hybrids (0 entries) 
Section 10 - Other epiphytic hybrids (0 entries) 

 
 
 
 
Section 12 - Australasian hybrids (0 entries) 
Section 13 - Pterostylis species (0 entries) 
Section 14 - Diuris species (0 entries) 
Section 15 - Caladenia species (0 entries) 
Section 16 - Other terrestrial species (0 entries) 
Section 17 - Terrestrial hybrids (0 entries) 

Plant of the evening 

Den. cacatua – B. Spurrs 

 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

 
info@australianorchids.com.au 
www.australianorchids.com.au 

 

  
Den. Flinders Gray Lady                                                               

Australian Orchid Nursery 

 

 
Photo by John Klepetko 

http://www.australianorchids.com.au/
http://www.australianorchids.com.au
http://www.australianorchids.com.au/
http://www.australianorchids.com.au
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Editor’s Note: ANOS Sydney & Central Coast member George Oehm spent the day on the 1
st

 of August visiting another fellow 
member – Henk van den Berg. He shares with us his photos taken on that day so that we can also be blown away like he was!   
 
 

 
 

 
 

Blown Away! 
(Photos taken by George Oehm of Henk van den Berg’s Orchid Collection) 
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Blown Away (Cont..) 

 
Dendrobium Awespot 'Ang' 

 
Dendrobium Binh Ba 'Exotic' 

 
Dendrobium Grace Robson x Aussie Victory 

 
Dendrobium Jazz Red Lip x spec. Windermere 

 
Dendrobium Awespot 'Ang' 

 
Dendrobium Binh Ba 'Exotic' 

 
Dendrobium Saigon x Ray’s Spot 

 
Dendrobium Saigon x Ray’s Spot 

 

 
Dendrobium Saigon 

 
Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow Surprise x  

Rutherford Blushing Bride 
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On Monday the 3rd July, Melbourne had its coldest night in 30 
years. Here at the nursery we recorded Minus 4

o
C. Damage is 

not a huge loss, as I was prepared and had all the nursery igloos 
closed down tight. Unfortunately and unpredictably most of the 
damage was on the orchids hanging on the barb wire strands up 
high. Why? Because they were closest to the frozen ice and frost 
on the igloo skins. Like standing too close to a radiator, but in 
reverse!! I though higher would be safer, but not the case.  

 
Certain corners copped it worse than others, and plants in the 
centre of the igloos fared better. Dendrobium hybrids with Kayla 
in their backgrounds copped it far worse than other natives with 
total bud and raceme collapse. Sarcochilus as always hated it 
and developed watery lesions. Thank goodness 90% where in a 
separate heated igloo made for “Sarcs” in winter. 

 
We expect these minus 3 – 4

o
C nights once every 14 years or so 

and this one, like a good earthquake was overdue. So in South 
Eastern Australia, we usually break a cold record every 15-30 
years. 
 
So that means, unless you have measures in place, your 
collection is going to cop a cold bite badly every 15 years. So 
what can you do? 

 Have a carry tray ready every winter to bring inside 

your favourite gems of orchids, Avrils Golds, etc. 

 Don’t live in Canberra. 

 Have a hard cover over your shade house for winter, 

frost will go through shade cloth. 

 Don’t grow orchids without heavy protection if you live 

on the INSIDE of the great diving range. 

Cymbidiums, Laelias, Sarcochilus and Aussie Dendrobiums all 
froze to death at minus 7

o
C. Once it gets that low, there is 

nothing to do. Even if the frost needle crystals are not present, 
damage will still be done. These photos are of extreme cold 
death and damage. 
 
What else can you do? 

 Run a fan. Moving, mixed air tends to be a little warmer 

and frost crystals can’t grow. 

 If your growing area is enclosed, run a small cheap 2kw 

fan heater. It may cost you $20 in juice for the night, 

but that’s better than all the damage a valuable orchid 

collection might strike. Keep the heater on a bed of 

bricks or concrete for extra safety and to create a 

warmth bank. I have known two collections to be 

destroyed by these heaters going up in flames. If using 

an extension cord to reach the growing area, 

electrically tape the connections. 

 Have a large fish pond or barrels of water in your 

growing area. Frosty nights are accompanied by sunny 

days so the water can heat up and store warmth. 

 Place a cheap $28 aquarium heater in a barrel or large 

container of water. 

 Never, ever water on a still sunny day in winter!!!  

Frosts may come and all that water won’t be 

evaporated by nightfall and will freeze on the foliage. 

 In winter, water on a windy overcast day, even if it 

means weeks without watering. We are currently 

watering only every 2-3 weeks. Even the weeds wilt. 

But great roots are produced on the orchids chasing 

water! 

 If you live in a colder area don’t try to grow Genera not 

suited to your area. We use the word “Temperate 

Grower” for anything that needs strong winter 

protection. 

 
Email Wayne: info@australianorchids.com.au 

Frost and Cold Damage on Orchids  
By Wayne Turville – Australian Orchid Nursery 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.australianorchids.com.au/
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From what I have seen on my travels, very few orchids grow in 
pots in nature - orchids grow on trees, rocks, and in the ground. 
We put orchids in pots purely for our own convenience, which 
brings us to the need to provide a medium in the pot. It is 
impossible to reproduce an orchids natural root environment in 
a pot or any other way but what we can do, in our artificial 
growing houses, is to provide a benign root environment with an 
appropriate balance of  air, moisture, and mechanical support. 
Luckily for us, orchids are very adaptive little devils and most will 
take to our pot culture without too much fuss. 

The balance of air and moisture in the pot seems to be the 
critical factor. They will all put up with being saturated 
temporarily when we water them but they need excess water to 
be shed pretty quickly. As the pot then dries out in the days 
following watering, the medium needs to provide an airy but 
moist environment in which the roots can live and thrive. The 
need for moisture hardly needs explanation but keep in mind 
that air is an equal necessity. Roots are a living organ of the 
plant and they have to breathe as they function. In a well 
functioning medium, fresh air will be drawn into the pot as the 
medium dries out, and will be exchanged evenly throughout the 
pot. There will be no stale pockets of air. 

Different plants require different rates of drying out and it is this 
that we design into the various mixes we use. Any number of the 
commonly used potting materials will do the job provided that : 

 you get the air/water balance within bounds acceptable 
to the plant concerned, 

 you give the plant regular food and water,  

 the mix provides a reasonable pH in which the roots can 
live and grow.  

The latter point is very important. The recommended pH range 
for orchids is 6.0 to 6.5 as this optimizes the availability of the 
nutrient elements in the fertilizer you provide. Orchids will of 
course tolerate a much wider range of pH than this but some 
kinds of orchids are touchier than others in this regard. In my 
experience, the roots of some, like Paphiopedilum and 
Odontoglossum, decline rapidly as the mix ages and I think this is 
because it gets too acid.  

As I said above, many different combinations will serve 
adequately if other factors are right, but to improve on 
‘adequate’ I think you need to focus on the root system. Roots 
are the key to maximizing growth. The bigger and more vigorous 
the root system, the bigger and more robust will be the rest of 
the plant. Fine tuning the potting medium is the way to 
maximize root growth and to do that you need options with 
your potting materials.   

When you take your car to a garage for repairs you expect the 
mechanic to have a full set of whatever tools are necessary for 
the repair. Why then, do we think we can grow orchids to their 
potential if we only keep two kinds of bark in the potting shed. 
For any reasonably sized, mixed orchid collection, the range of 
environmental needs will be far too wide for any medium to suit 
all. It is my contention that we need more tools in our shed than 
that.  
 

 

There are 4 basic potting medium components that I 
recommend you keep on hand. These are bark, sphagnum moss, 
perlite (with peat moss or coco-peat), and coconut fibre. Each 
has different characteristics and its own strengths and 
weaknesses. There are a range of other materials that are 
useful, such as styrene foam, pebbles, sand, etc) but I consider 
these fringe additives as opposed to major components and I am 
sure you can succeed without them. 
 
The challenge in a mixed collection is that the plants are usually 
all jammed together. Watering often takes place for all at the 
same time regardless of the needs of some plants for different 
moisture requirements and different drying times. Some 
differences can be accommodated through choice of 
microclimates in your growing area. eg hanging plants higher, 
placing them in the bright end versus the shady end, or nearer 
the fan etc, but beyond that, adjusting the potting medium gives 
us a mechanism that can have a multiplier effect on 
microclimate differences. 

1 – Bark medium bark (coins are 5, 10, 20cents) 
Bark is readily available, relatively cheap, and comes 
conveniently graded by the size of the bark pieces. One brand 
calls the bark fine, medium, or course, another by approximate 
particle size in millimetres. There are also more specialised 
mixes such as Miscellaneous Mix (a combination of sizes and 
components perfect for natives) and Cymbidium Mix (in its 
various brands and forms) . Some of the bark quality isn’t what it 
was 20 years ago but it is still a very useful medium. I use 
medium and coarse barks for Laelias, Cattleyas, Vandaceous, 
and other coarse rooted dryer growers, and a blended mix of 
sizes and components for more general miscellaneous orchids.  

If you are a heavy waterer, bark can tend to go off in the pot as 
quickly as even one or two years, staying wetter and wetter 
after each watering. Judicious use of a little garden lime or 
dolomite, sprinkled over the top of the mix once a year, can 
extend the life of bark in the pot and aid in balancing the pH but 
dont overdo it. With bark, the pH in the pot is a serious factor 
and can also eventually sink down to as low 4 unless you are 
very clever with the addition of lime.  

When you use bark, make sure you feed the plants regularly and 
watch the wetness of the pot. If they look too wet they probably 
are so either try to water less often or place the plants where 
they will dry out more quickly. 
 

A Discussion on Media for Epiphytic Orchids (updated version 2017)           
Reprinted with permission from Jim Brydie (Kurringai Orchid Society) 

https://kuringaiorchidsociety.org.au/
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2 - Sphagnum Moss  -  Sphagnum Moss is an amazing medium. It 
has terrific remedial properties for sick plants and there is 
nothing better for striking backbulbs and divisions. It can be 
obtained as live moss, or dried, and both work well. The dried 
product keeps well and the amount you need can be rehydrated 
as needed. 

Every grower should have at least a small supply available. Even 
for healthy plants it is a very good medium in its own right but 
like all media, it has its drawbacks. It is expensive and it is 
getting harder and harder to obtain fresh, good quality moss. 
Good moss lasts about 12 months in the pot but much less if it 
gets regular fertilizer. Once the sphagnum moss has “gone off”, 
you need to get the plant out of it quickly because all of its 
positive qualities are reversed and roots quickly die. 
 

3 – Peat and Perlite (“P&P”)   -  Perlite is an expanded volcanic 
glass that is completely inert & pH neutral. The perlite most 
growers use comes from Chillagoe in Queensland and comes 
graded in particle sizes called “coarse”, “super coarse”, and 
“jumbo” where jumbo is the largest (particles up to at about pea 
size). Perlite on its own it doesn’t provide any organic 
interchange buffer for fertilizer and once it starts to dry out, 
perlite alone goes from moist to dry very quickly. It is usually 
used in combination with peat moss, to provide the organic ion 
interchange, and the basic formula most people use is 1 part 
peat to about 5 or 6  parts jumbo perlite. I have experimented 
with ratios of 12, 16, and then 20:1 but I concluded that it 
doesn’t work properly with less and less peat.  

 

 

 

P & P mixes are very stable. The perlite is inert and the peat has 
already reached a point of almost nil decay over thousands of 
years in the ground. The combination has a slightly acid pH 
around 6.0 (perfect for most orchids) and lasts virtually forever. 
However, you still need to repot relatively regularly because 
plants outgrow pots and because dead roots eventually 
accumulate in the pot and need to be cleaned out. 

Be Aware – peat and perlite mixes are generally wetter than 
fresh bark mixes. Reduce your overall watering for best results. 
Varying the P : P ratio, choosing the grade of perlite you use, 
adding styrene foam, and/or mixing perlite grades together, can 
also give you some control over how quickly the mix dries. I use 
P&P mainly for Pleurothallids, Dendrochilums, Dendrobiums, and 
a few others.   
 

4 - Coconut Fibre 
Although commercial nurseries here and overseas have been 
using it for quite a few years, coconut fibre is a relatively new 
medium to most of us. It obviously has great potential.  As a 
medium it is long lasting, slow to bio-degrade, and depending on 
the brand and the washing process, has a pH of about 6.0 – 6.5. 
The material comprises two natural materials which form the 
husk of the coconut. A coarse, stiff, woody, thread like material 
we call coir, which is the same fibre used to make coir doormats 
etc., and a peat like material that fills the spaces between the 
coir fibres.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Discussion on Media for Epiphytic Orchids (Cont..) 
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The commercial orchid potting material is basically the chopped 
up fibrous husk off coconuts, a byproduct of the copra 
production plantations in India and Sri Lanka among other 
places.  It comes in dried, compressed blocks of more or less 
cubed chunks pre-cut into specific sizes to different grades of 
fineness. There are various brands available - one used to be 
available from Bunnings hardware stores but I am not sure that 
source is still available.  I believe that Ray Clement’s ‘Tinonee 
Orchids’ still markets another type.  

The material needs to be soaked and rinsed before you use it. 
Stories are told that some supplies are contaminated with sea 
salt from the discarded coconut husks being stored too close to 
the ocean before they are processed and compressed for 
horticultural use. Hence the need to wash and rinse.  

To prepare the material for use, I soak a half of a block in a 
garbage bin for 3 or 4 days to let it thoroughly stew, then tip it 
out into foam boxes fitted with a couple of layers of shadecloth 
in the bottom. A half a block fills 2 foam boxes after soaking. I 
then give the boxes a thoroughly rinse with a hose to wash out 
any salts released by the soak. Be careful when you rinse it 
however. All these coconut fibre products include a significant 
proportion of fine peaty  material and you need to retain a 
decent proportion of these fines as an integral part of the mix. If 
you remove too much of the fines by washing or sieving, the mix 
dries faster than is practical for most orchids and doesn’t retain 
sufficient water. A dry mix can be a useful trick for one or two 
oddball orchids, but it isn’t suitable for most.   

As with bark and perlite mediums, you can adjust the moisture 
content of your coconut fibre potting medium by choosing the 
coarse or fine grades, reducing the peaty component, or by 
adding other components like styrene foam. I experimented 
with mixes of 4 parts fine or medium coir, 4 coarse coco-fibre, 1 
and 2 perlite, 1 styrene foam. I was very impressed with results 
in the first 6 months or so but after that I began to experience 
rots killing off some plants and others just suddenly stopping 
their forward progress. I am not sure why, but I think part of the 
problem was that the finer, peaty materials may wash out from 
between the coir strands and accumulate in the bottom of the 
pot creating a bog zone which leads to root decline.  

At present, I have cut back my use of coco-fibre to just use it as a 
smaller additive to some of my specialist mixes to deliberately 
retain a little more moisture – such as for Paphs. However, I 
know many nurseries and other growers are still getting 
excellent results in coco-fibre dominant mixes so the problem 
may just be the way in which I was using it. 

Fringe Materials - As I mentioned earlier, there are dozens of 
side components that experienced growers use as additives or 
even as major components. For example: shellgrit, charcoal, 
pebbles or stones, wine corks, crumbled cork. Over the years, I 
have tried just about all of them as each waves of “new 
discovery” swept the orchid grower world. I probably still have 
half bags of some of the stuff stashed away in the shed 
somewhere.  

Many are useful, and have their place, but none are the new 
magic potting material that they were once thought to be. 

However, there is one ‘side material’ I do use in nearly every 
blend, and that is crumbled styrene foam. I use it in quantities 
from 10% to 25% in nearly every combination and I am 
convinced it provides a substantial positive benefit - mainly in 
improving drainage and air content in the pot.  

 

However, before you rush off to smash up one of those white 
foam boxes you carry your plants in, or to buy a bag of bean bag 
balls, let me stress that there are many types of styrene foam. 
The boxes we all use are very dense, strong foam and unsuitable 
for this purpose, nor do I like bean bag balls either. Their 
roundness makes them too hard to blend with other 
components and they seem to have a hardened surface that 
repels water. 

The foam I use is the softer more easily crumbled type that is 
often used as packing material in glassware, or electrical 
equipment. However, even this more easily crumbled type of 
foam can vary a lot. I search out the types made from ‘larger’ 
rather than ‘finer’ bubbles of styrene, and that can be fairly 
easily broken up by hand, or shredded on a cheese grater etc.  

Electrostatic attraction is somewhat of a problem when handling 
styrene foam, or when smashing up blocks or sheets of styrene, 
but this can be managed reasonably if you do it directly into a 
tub of whatever bark or potting mix you are adding it to. The mix 
needs to be moist and you need to keep mixing the foam into 
the moist mix as you shred or crumble the styrene. Just take 
your time.  

 

Editor’s Note: All content in this article are the copyright of 
Jim Brydie. No text or images can be reproduced in any form 
without permission from Jim Brydie. 
 
Please direct all email enquiries to: anossydney@gmail.com 

mailto:anossydney@gmail.com
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Plant of the Evening (PoE) and Australian Orchid Nursery (AON) Popular Vote Competition: 

 

Photos from our July 2017 Meeting 
by John Klepetko 

 

 
Plant of the Evening  

Dendrobium cacatua – B. Spurrs 

 
AON 1st

 
Popular Vote 

Dendrobium Avril's Gold 'Pure Gold' – Y. & S. Chan 

 
AON 2nd

 
Popular Vote 

Dipodium repandum– G. Steenbeeke 

AON 3rd Popular Vote 
Den. Tweetas x dolichophylla x fuliginosa – B. Spurrs 

 

 Den.Han Chu – Y. & S. Chan 

 

https://www.australianorchids.com.au/
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Dates to 

Remember... 

  

18 August 2017 ANOS Sydney Group – Monthly Meeting 8:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

Baulkham Hills Community Centre, 15 Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills 

Guest Speaker: Alan Stephenson 

17 – 20 August 2017 ANOS Central Coast Group 37th Annual Spring Show 
Venue: Narara Valley Nursery, 2 Manns Road, Narara, NSW 
 

18 – 20 August 2017 St. Ives Orchid Fair 
St. Ives Showground, Friday & Saturday 9am-4pm | Sunday 9am - 3pm 

26 August 2017 ANOS Sydney Display & Sales 
Federation Pavilion, Castle Hill Show Ground, Castle Hill 

30 Aug. – 2 Sept. 2017 Cumberland Orchid Circle Spring Show  
Winston Hills Mall, Winston Hills NSW (Shopping Centre Hours) 

1 – 3 September 2017 2017  Kempsey Speciosum Spectacular Native Species & Hybrid Show 
Macleay Valley Motor Cycle Track, Alverton St, Greenhill via Kempsey 
Friday & Saturday 9am-4pm | Sunday 9am - 2pm 

9 – 10 September 2017 ANOS Sydney Group 35th Annual Spring Native Orchid Show 2017 
Eden Garden Nursery, Lane Cove Road, North Ryde 

9 – 10 September 2017 ANOS Illawarra Group Spring Show 2017 (9am to 4pm)  
The Old Courthouse  Cliff Rd., Wollongong NSW 

9 – 10 September 2017 ANOS Warringah Group Spring Show (Sat. 9am to 4pm & Sun. 3 pm) 
Forestville Memorial Hall, 3 Starkey St., Forestville 

21 October 2017 ANOS Sydney Sarcanthinae Show (Sat. 9am to 3pm) 
Kellyville Village (in front of COLES), 92A Wrights Rd, Kellyville NSW 2155 

15 December 2017 ANOS Sydney Christmas Party! 
Baulkham Hills Community Centre, 15 Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills 

 

 

  

http://anossydney.wixsite.com/orchidophile
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_a89157f7d0964d74af272b0c2e86610d.pdf
http://www.gotoorchids.com/events/anos-central-coast-group-37th-annual-spring-show-2017/
http://www.gotoorchids.com/media/1673/google-map-narara-valley-nursery.jpg
http://www.stivesorchidfair.com/
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_0ce7da5846644fcc9f59e6acac442fde.pdf
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/Winston+Hills+Shopping+Centre,+Winston+Hills+NSW+/@-33.7739857,150.9639463,16z?hl=en
http://www.kempseyspeciosumspectacular.com.au/
http://anossydney.wixsite.com/orchidophile
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/Eden+Garden+Nursery,+Lane+Cove+Road,+North+Ryde/@-33.7804445,151.1323116,17z/data=!3m1!4b1?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Old+Court+House,+Wollongong/@-34.4222631,150.9024115,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b1319007e266089:0x7ee4be8464051edb!8m2!3d-34.4222675!4d150.9046055?hl=en
http://anoswarringah.org.au/ANOS%20Warringah%20Group%20Show%20Schedule_2017.pdf
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Forestville+Memorial+Hall/@-33.761615,151.217064,19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a99bc46cf9df:0x1dc1a9648e93b6ef!8m2!3d-33.761615!4d151.217064
http://anossydney.wixsite.com/orchidophile
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/92A+Wrights+Rd,+Kellyville+NSW+2155/@-33.7130769,150.9707442,835m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a1c917c18815:0x45f0269e53f30813!8m2!3d-33.7130814!4d150.9729382?hl=en
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_a89157f7d0964d74af272b0c2e86610d.pdf

