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Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii – from David Butler’s collection 

Be sure not to miss our  

32nd Sarcanthinae Native Orchid Show! 
 Kellyville Village (right in front of COLES),  

92A Wrights Rd, Kellyville NSW 2155 

21 Oct. 8:30 am – 4:00 pm 
(Benching 7:30 – 9:00 am; Judging 9:00 - 10:00am Saturday) 

 
Disclaimer - All material contained in the newsletter remains the copyright of the author or 
photographer or artist. ANOS Sydney Group will not take responsibility for damage or loss as a result 
of actions arising from advice or views given within The Orchidophile.  
 
All correspondence to The Orchidophile should be addressed to the Editor. The opinions expressed by 
the contributors to the newsletter are not necessarily those held by the Editor, committee or ANOS 
Sydney Group.   
  

. 
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ANOS Sydney 2017  
Sarcanthinae Native Orchid Show! 

 
Saturday 21 October at Kellyville Village 8:30 am – 
4:00 pm. 
 
The Sarc Show is only a few days away. Members are asked to 
participate in whatever way possible. The show is for ALL 
members to exhibit and it goes without saying that if each 
member could bring along a few plants we could again present 
an out-standing display of both native species and hybrids (all 
native orchids not just sarcs). 
 
This is a wonderful chance for everyone to participate and 
produce a show of the usual high standard and on completion to 
go away with a sense of satisfaction for a job well done. 
 
This year the show will be held in the foyer of Kellyville Village 
just outside Coles Supermarket (92A Wrights Rd, Kellyville). A 
map with directions on how to get there can be found on the 
last two pages of this newsletter. It is also available on our ANOS 
Sydney web site.  
 
Set up is from 7:00 am and benching of plants should be 
completed by 8:30 am.  
 
 

President’s Report 
 
Welcome to another edition of The Orchidophile, I hope you and 
your family are well and your orchids are growing well.  
 
I would like to thank Erik Lielkajis for his wonderful presentation 
last month on some of the less common and really rare native 
orchids. Many of us will never have the chance to see them in 
the wild so seeing this presentation was really worthwhile. 
 
I would like to thank everyone involved in the Spring Show at 
Eden Gardens. Eden Gardens is a wonderful venue for us and we 
look forward to returning in 2018. I would also like to again 
thank our show sponsors Takchi and Associates and The 
Australian Orchid Nursery. Finally thank you to our Patron, Show 
Secretary and Show Marshalls, the runners, security, sales and 
everyone else that contributed plants for sale and display. 
 
This month were holding our Sarcanthinae Show at Kellyville 
Market Place. We will need your help with running the show. If 
you can assist with show security, selling plants and talking with 
the public then we will need your help. 
 
This is our first return to a shopping centre environment and we 
need all members to contribute where they can. This show is for 
the members and a chance to showcase our wonderful 
Sarcanthinae orchids. Happy growing and I look forward to 
seeing you at our meeting. 
 

Andrew Locke 

 
 
 

Our Guest Speaker: Allan Merriman 
 

Topic: “Factors that determine orchid flowering and 
growth”.  
 
This month we welcome Alan and Miriam Merriman. Alan is well 
known to most orchid growers having presented and provided 
advice to societies and growers for many decades. Alan’s 
background is in the agricultural chemicals industry as well as 
orchids. This has lead to Alan being a leading expert on pest, 
diseases, fertilisers, and chemicals and their proper use.  Alan is 
author of the books 'Alan's Pest and Disease Handbook' and 
‘Alan's Fertilizer Handbook’.  
 
Alan will talk about orchid flowering and growth and the various 
factors that influence these. Alan will also discuss what 
fertilisers, hormones and other chemicals do to plants, including 
how they affect plant development, and how they can be used 
to optimise orchid growth and flowering. 
 
Alan will also bring for sale his fertilisers (MERRIFERT and 
MERRICOTE - which have been on the market and sought after 
for more than 30 years!), and a limited range of hormones, 
tonics and plant growth regulators, and some specialised 
chemicals that are not usually available. Alan also supplies Port 
Pots - which he can bring on request. Don’t forget to bring along 
some extra cash to the meeting to take advantage of Alan’s 
specialised supplies. Alan’s goods will be for sale prior to the 
meeting, during supper and following Alan’s presentation. If you 
want Alan to bring anything in particular please get in contact 
with him prior to the evening (mirannorchids@pnc.com.au). 
 
 

Membership Fees 
 

Annual membership fees are due on 1st October.  
Fees can be paid by: 

1. Direct deposit into the group's bank account. The 

details for this are as follows: 

Account name: Australasian Native Orchid Society 

Sydney Group 

BSB: 032289 

Account Number: 130506 

(Please enter your name in the relevant field when 

making online payments) 

2. Cash directly to our Membership Secretary Joe Portelli 

at our meetings. 

3. Posting a cheque or money order payable to  ANOS 

Sydney Group, to: 

The Membership Secretary 

ANOS Sydney Group 

9 Alicia St Glenwood 

NSW 2768. 

The cost of renewal is $20 for Single or Joint Family 
Membership. If you have any queries please contact the 
Membership Secretary at anossydney@gmail.com. 

 

Our Club Bulletin Board 

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_bfb9730850e34ef7bbc3c0017ae603dc.pdf
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_bfb9730850e34ef7bbc3c0017ae603dc.pdf
mailto:mirannorchids@pnc.com.au
anossydney@gmail.com
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Minutes of the ANOS Sydney Group General 
Meeting Held at Baulkham Hills Community Centre – 
Friday 18 August 2017  
 

Meeting opened: 8:20 pm by President, Andrew Locke 
welcomed members and visitors. 

Apologies: Ron Formby, Phyll Murn, Bill Bradley, Clover Bradley.  
 
New members: John Happ, Eric Richards, Reiner and Judy 
Schneidereit. 
Visitors: Kevin Edwards, Robbie Edwards. 
 
Minutes of previous (May) meeting:  Shoo Peng Siah moved 
that the minutes be accepted as printed in the September 
Orchidophile seconded Bernadette Williams. 
 

Correspondence:  

In: Calendar from Australian Garden Club. 

Out: Nil 

Treasurer’s Report: presented for the period of 9th August to 
12th September.  A summary of the revenue from the Castle Hill 
Display and the Eden Garden Spring show was also presented.   
 
General Business: 
The President indicated that: 
 
 A change in venue for future Spring shows should be 

considered to maximise opportunities for revenue takings 

from the show.   

 

 Members are invited to volunteer at the Sarc show on 

Saturday, 21st October. Please bring display and sale plants 

on Saturday at 7:00-8:30am to Kellyville Shopping centre. 

Pull down of the display is at 4pm. Please let a committee 

member know if you can assist. More information will be 

forthcoming by email.   

 

 Five Dock RSL Orchid Society Show (14th - 17th September) 

will be held at Rhodes Waterside Shopping Centre. 

 

 North Shore Orchid Society Show (14th – 16th September) 

will be held at St Ives Shopping Centre.  

 

 Royale Orchids Open weekend (20th - 22nd October) will be 

held at 70 Brieses Road, 2250 Peats Ridge.  ANOS Central 

Coast Group Spring show (18th – 20th August, 2017) will be 

held at Narara Valley Nursery, Narara.  

 

 Barrita Orchids open day (22nd October) will be held at 121 

Barnes Rd, Kulnura. 

 

 Central Coast ANOS Sarc Show (14-15th October) will be 

held at Narara Valley Nursery, 2 Manns Rd Narara.  

 

 
 

 Illawarra ANOS Spring Show is held this weekend (8th – 9th 

September) at Wollongong. 

 

 Society shirts are still available for sale from Charlie.   

 

 The Annual general meeting is due to be held on 21st 

October 2017.  All position, including the President and 

other committees becomes available. 

 

 As the AGM falls on the Friday before the Sarc show, Charlie 

moved that the AGM be postponed to 17th November 

2017.  The majority of the members in attendance are in 

favour of moving the AGM to November.  

 

 Subscriptions for the membership is due by October 2017.  

Meeting broke for refreshments. 
 
Presentation by: Presentation by Erik Lielkajis : “You don't see 
that real often” 
Lucky door and raffle prizes were drawn.  
 
Plant of the Evening: Dockrilla Stephen – Y. & S. Chan 
 
The Australian Orchid Nursery Popular Vote Competition 
winners: 1

st
 Den. Rutherford Surprise x speciosum - B. Moore; 

2
nd

 Dock. Stephen – Y. & S. Chan; 3
rd

 Plect. Western’s Surprise - B 
Spurrs 
 
Lucky door and raffle prizes were drawn.  
 
Next meeting: 21st October 2017. Speaker: Alan Merriman 
 
Meeting closed at 9:55pm 
 
 

Eden Garden Spring Show Photos 

 
Click here for more Spring Show Photos  

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

 
Don Barnham Trophy Winners 
(Champion Specimen Species) 

Yin and Sua-wan Chan 

http://anossydney.wixsite.com/orchidophile/2017-spring-show-eden-gardens
http://anossydney.wixsite.com/orchidophile/2017-spring-show-eden-gardens
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Benching results for September 2017 (with 
Section Numbers) 

 
Section 1 - Dendrobium species (7 entries) 
1. Den. kingianum    L. & B. Dobson 
2. Den. kingianum 'Meg' x 'Persephone'    Y. & S. Chan 
3. Den. agrostophyllum    B. Williams 
 
Section 2 - Dendrobium hybrids (12 entries) 
1. Den. Rutherford Surprise x speciosum    B. Moore 
2. Den. Johnathan's Glory 'David'    C. Nidagal 
3. Den. Amber Banks 'Kittaz'    T. Miller 
 
Section 3 - Dockrillia species (2 entries) 
1. Dock. striolata 'Neville'    Y. & S. Chan 
2. Dock. calamiformis    J. Portelli 
 
Section 4 - Dockrillia hybrids (6 entries) 
1. Dock. Stephen    Y. & S. Chan 
2. Dock. Julie Skillicorn    T. Miller 
3. Dock. Grey Ghost    B. Williams 
 
Section 5 - Sarcochilus species – classic shape (6 entries) 
1. Sarco. falcatus    B. Spurrs 
2. Sarco. falcatus    B. Spurrs 
3. Sarco. falcatus    B. Spurrs 
 
Section 6 - Sarcochilus species – novelty (1 entry) 
1. Sarco. olivaceous    B. Spurrs 
 
Section 7 - Other Sarcanthinae species – non Sarcochilus (5 
entries) 
1. Papillilabium beckleri    L. & B. Dobson 
2. Plect. tridentata    L. & B. Dobson 
3. Plect. tridentata    G. Steenbeeke 
 
Section 8 - Sarcanthinae hybrids (13 entries) 
1. Plect. Western’s Surprise    B. Spurrs 
2. Sarco. Allure    Y. & S. Chan 
3. Sarco. Thoughtful    Y. & S. Chan 

 
 
 
Section 9 - Other epiphytic species (2 entries) 
1. Bulbo. nematopodum    B. Spurrs 
2. Bulbo. nematopodum    B. Spurrs 
 
Section 12 - Australasian hybrids (2 entries) 
1. Den. Gowan's Tangello    C. Nidagal 
2. Den. Gowan's Tangello    B. Spurrs 
 
Section 13 - Pterostylis species (1 entry) 
1. Pterostylis curta    S. Holland 
 
Section 15 - Caladenia species (1 entry) 
1. Caledenia latifolia    Y. & S. Chan 
 
Section 18 - First flowered seedlings (5 entries) 
1. Den. Rutherford Pink Moon x Lisa Turner    G. Rusell 
2. Den. Kayla 'Calderpark' x Yondi Tina 'Goliath'    Y. & S. Chan 
3. Plect. Kilgra    B. Spurrs 
 
Section 10 - Other epiphytic hybrids (0 entries) 
Section 11 - Australasian species (0 entries) 
Section 14 - Diuris species (0 entries) 
Section 16 - Other terrestrial species (0 entries) 
Section 17 - Terrestrial hybrids (0 entries) 

Plant of the evening: 

Dock. Stephen    Y. & S. Chan 
 

Bulletin Board (Cont..) 
 

 
info@australianorchids.com.au 
www.australianorchids.com.au 

 
 Den. Angus 2016        

      Australian Orchid Nursery 

 

 
Dockrilla Stephen 

Photo by John Klepetko 

http://www.australianorchids.com.au/
http://www.australianorchids.com.au
http://www.australianorchids.com.au/
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Standing in my bushhouse writing some notes after just 
watering all the plants. My tank has run dry! I have never 
experienced this in over 20 years. Ah well just as well the dams 
are full as I will now have to rely on Sydney water, which is the 
best in the world. All things considering the plants are doing well 
if not a little shrivelled. Part of this is the effort taken out 
because of flowering and part because of the lack of humidity 
and water and that damned wind that keeps on blowing. 
 
I have removed all the old racemes from all the Den speciosum 
and notice that many have started to put out new roots and 
growths. So get stuck into your repotting or breaking up plants 
NOW. I hope to have mine completed by end of November, at 
least that is the plan. 
 
I have broken some up and settled into new pots and topped up 
with slow release and blood and bone. I am also giving a small 
layer of fine (10mm) bark this year and will let you know how 
that goes. 50 down and hundreds and hundreds to go! 
The slow part is making up bags and bags of bark but strangely 
quiet and rewarding. 
 
Some late flowering plants of Dendrobium monophyllum, 
Dockrilla pugioniforme, Dockrilla schoenina  and well as 
Plectorrhiza tridentata whose perfume is wafting through the 
bushhouse. Plants of Den. kingianum and Sarcochilus falcatus 
are in various stages of flowering. 
 

All of a sudden the plants of hybrid and species Sarcochilus 
hartmannii and Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii are coming into bloom 
and the variety of colour is amazing. 
 
Be prepared to keep the water up to your plants while this 
condition of dry and low humidity lasts. The poor plants in the 
bush are not faring too well as there is a huge amount of leaf 
drop from the trees as they scale back to survive this current dry 
spell. 
 

I haven’t seen any Dendrobium beetles yet but won’t be long to 
keep a lookout. 
 
Also the one pest that has arrived are aphids so be prepared. 
Either use Pirimor® or similar for Aphids as they will multiply 
rapidly as one female can give birth to 100 live young overnight 
and then the trouble expands exponentially.  
 
Also beware of fungal conditions as the winds subside and the 
humidity increases so be prepared to spray as a preventative Eco 
fungicide and Eco oil are available as safe and effective sprays. 
 
Good growing and hope the rain comes soon. 
 

Bill Dobson 

 

 
The plant is a small specimen dockrillia hybrid. It is a rather old primary dockrillia hybrid of Dockrillia schoenina and Dockrillia 
striolata (registered in 1983), both Australian species. It had 12 attractive very well presented, large flowers, with an average width 
of 45mm across the lateral sepals. The flower size is considerably larger than either parents.   
 
The flower bears the characteristics of both parents. The widely spreading tepals and the attractive purple markings on the margins 
of the mid-lobe of the labellum come from Dockrillia schoenina whereas the colouration and striations of the tepals are 
characteristics of the Wattagan form of Dockrillia striolata. 
 
We obtained the plant as a small division in 2011 and mounted it on a piece of cork bark.  It hangs east facing in our shade-house 
with the other Dockrillias and has flowered every year. 
 

 
 

In My Bushhouse 

By Bill Dobson (ANOS Sydney & Warringah Group) 

ANOS Sydney September 2017 Plant of the evening – Dockrillia Stephen 
By Yin and Sau-wan Chan 

 

 

Photos by Sau-wan Chan 
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Early morning class with the Master  

(Take note of the port pots Henk uses for his plants). 

  

  

Last September, Barry Moore and I took a trip up north to visit 
fellow members Henk van den Berg in Maitland and Mark 'Bush 
Basher' Daniels in Clarence Town.  
 
We first dropped in on Henk who after tea and coffee, gladly 
showed us around his orchid shade houses and was so generous 
in sharing his knowledge on how he grows his champion native 
orchids. 
  

 
Here are just some of the lessons we learned off Henk: 
 

 In nature, most native orchids grow on the branches of 

trees and are exposed to gentle breezes most of the 

time. Henk has fans running inside his orchid houses to 

maintain that airflow around his plants.  

 

 When using composted pine bark mixed with charcoal, 

make sure to re-pot with a fresh mix every 2 – 3 years. 

Charcoal absorbs salts and over time this can be 

detrimental to your plants. 

 The floor of Henk’s orchid houses are covered in a thick 

layer of river pebbles. He wets this down in summer to 

increase humidity and help cool down his shade 

houses. 

 Spanish moss (tillandsia usneoides) is hung on the sides 

of the orchid benches. This is also wetted down to help 

maintain humidity. 

 Once a year, you can make a lime water mixture (1g 

dolomite lime per litre of water) and apply this to your 

plants to reduce the acidity of your mix. Don’t worry 

about the fine bits that don’t dissolve in the water. Just 

let this settle down to the bottom of the container. The 

water will have enough dissolved CaCO3 & MgCO3 to do 

the job. 

 Aside from using a liquid chemical fertiliser (e.g. Peters 

or Alan's Merri-Fert), you can make a tea out of chicken 

or cow manure and apply this once a month during the 

growing season. Although Henk didn’t tell us how to 

make this tea, other orchid growers have told me that 

they place the manure inside a hessian bag and leave it 

in a 50 – 70 litre container of water for a few weeks 

until the water turns dark. They then mix a litre of this 

“tea” with 10 litres of water and use it on their orchids. 

 
 

Road Trip Visit to the Master and the Bush Basher! 

 
Fans maintain a constant airflow rain or shine! 

 
Native orchids grown the Henk van den Berg way! 
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We spent pretty much the whole morning at Henk’s place and as 
we were about to leave and meet up with Mark Daniels up in 
Clarence Town, Barry noticed that his car had a flat tire! Henk 
again was very kind to offer to drive us in his car instead. Henk 
took us through the back roads around the Hunter region, 
passing through some very picturesque farms and the historical 
town of Paterson where bushranger Frederick (a.k.a. Captain 
Thunderbolt) Ward’s wife, Mary Ann Bugg (one of two known 
women bushrangers), was tried at the Paterson Court House 
during the 1860s. 
 
Mark Daniels lived on a property in Clarence Town where he 
grew his native orchids and ran Strongrow Orchids. He and his 
wife had decided to wind down his orchid business and had just 
sold their property. Barry and I wanted to buy a few of his native 
hybrids and agreed to meet up with him at a cafe in Clarence 
Town for lunch before heading out to his place on Limeburners 
Creek Road. 

 
Mark and his wife Anna were in the middle of packing their 

things to take with them to their new home in Macksville. Mark 

was also dismantling the orchid houses and preparing to move 

his orchids over to his friends Kevin Hipkins from Royale Orchids, 

and Tony Blewitt in Kempsey. Nevertheless, he took the time to 

show us some of his orchids and Anna very graciously prepared 

some afternoon tea for us! 

After that it was back to Henk’s place to change the tire on 

Barry’s car, transfer the orchids that we had bought from Mark 

and make the trip back to Sydney. 

A really big thank you to Henk, Mark and Anna for a great day of 

enjoyable and interesting conversations, plenty of laughs and 

wonderful company! 

Mark, I know you said you weren’t going to keep more than a 

hundred plants in your new place, but I don’t believe you! You 

can’t keep a good orchid man down. The ‘Bush Basher’ will be 

back.  

Charlie Moraza 
 
 

Road Trip Visit (Cont..) 
 

 
....and more native orchids! 

 
Smiles and smiles to go after a delicious lunch of country style 

beefburgers and chips (L-R: Henk, Mark & Barry). 

 
Carefully crossing the busy main street of Clarence Town. 

 
A few of Mark’s beautiful hybrids were still around. 
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Repotting Time 
Repotting should be done as required however, late September 
or early October in Sydney is the time that you should be doing 
the majority of your potting as most of the spring flowers have 
finished and all the young plants are starting to put on new 
growths, or will be soon. It’s time to look at a maintenance 
program for your plants to build them up and provide the basis 
for next year’s flowers.  

 
Fertilising 
To start with let us look at a fertilising program. It’s not what you 
use, but a balanced program that will regularly nourish and build 
your plants without a stop start.   

 
Plants cannot get by without food just as we cannot. They must, 
and do get nutrients from somewhere. However, depending on 
the potting media they are in, or on, and the type of plant they 
are, could determine the best type of food suitable for them to 
obtain optimal growth. Optimal growth is what we strive for to 
get a good healthy root system that will generate the biggest 
pseudobulbs so the plant can have strong fat healthy 
inflorescences loaded with beautiful flowers. The bottom line is 
look after the root system and the plant will look after itself.  

 
All fertilisers are designed to give plants a boost in one direction 
either growth, or fruit so they can grow and reproduce through 
their flowers. Flowers and lots of them is what we are aiming 
for. 

 
On fertiliser labels you should see the words N:P:K. Do you know 
what they stand for and what they do for your plants?  

Nitrogen (N) Gives leaf, pseudobulb, stem and fruit growth. It 
promotes dark green colours to foliage, and improves the 
quality of the leaf. It can produce rapid growth and increases 
protein content of plants. 

Phosphorous (P) Stimulates early root formation and hastens 
maturity and gives a rapid and vigorous start to plants. Also 
stimulates blooming and aids fruit formation.  

Potassium (K) Gives increased vigour and decisive resistance to 
plants, improves seed quality and is essential to formation and 
transfer of starches, sugar and oils in the plant system. 
 
As well as these you might see calcium (Ca), which influences 
absorption of plant nutrients, neutralises acid condition in soil or 
compost, it promotes early root growth and formation and 
neutralises toxic compounds produced in the plant. 

 
Chemical Fertilisers 
Peters, Phostragen, Campbells, Aquasol, HSO 
All of these are basically the same, chemical salts, which are 
prepared in quantities by the manufacturer according to the 
plants to be fed and the potting mix used. All these must be 
mixed with water and sprayed or watered over the plants, using 
a flow proportioner and hose or a watering can. 
These are easily mixed with water and are completely soluble. 
They are easily dispensed over a plant and absorbed by the root 
system and foliage. 
So what do we use? Peters Hi-K now called Peters Cal Mag 
Grower 15+2+12+5Ca+TE or Peters Cal Mag Finisher 
13+2+17+5Ca+TE... 

Natural or Organic Fertilisers 
Seasol, Maxicrop, Chicken Pellets, Cow or Horse manure, Blood 
‘N’ Bone. All organic based can be used dry as a dressing or 
soaked in water as a concentrate and mixed in a watering can. 
 
Slow Release Fertilisers 
Osmocote, Nutracote, Basacote. Handy to use see notes later on 
this. 
 
When to Fertilise 
Morning, Evening? Depends on the time of year. I have had 
many discussions on this subject and I won’t go into the 
technical reasons here except to say that I water and fertilise 
very early in the morning when the plants are more receptive to 
take in nutrients through their root system and the leaves. I will 
continue on hot days to spray the leaves at dusk or early evening 
on hot summer days to cool the plants and water under the 
benches for added humidity. 

 
Media & Mounts 
Bark, Bark and Styrene Foam, Sphagnum Moss, Stones, Absorba 
Stone, Sand, Coconut fibre. Mounts of hardwood, Australian 
treefern, and cork, charcoal.  
 
Media that contains a large amount of bark is constantly 
decomposing due to microbial activity and is accelerated by 
watering and fertilising, this causes a reduction of soluble 
nitrogen in the mix, called ‘Nitrogen Drawdown’. To combat this 
some people advocate a higher nitrogen content in the fertiliser.  

Whatever you use, that is suitable for your area, it is better if all 
your collection is in the same type of mix and pots. 
 
Be careful of the mix that you use if other than bark. Coconut 
fibre and Peat and perlite mixes should only be used when 
growing under a solid roof. As when it rains often (and it does 
and will), the mix could be soaked for months on end. People 
who sell these won’t tell you that. 
 
I use and have for the better part of 20 years a combination of 
pine bark and styrene beads. 2 parts medium bark, 2 parts large 
bark, and 1 part styrene beads. Works for me where I grow and 
with my micro climate. I adjust this for different plants and 
change pots from shallow to deep and standard pots to net pots 
as required. 

 
Additives 
Trace Elements (a good balanced fertiliser will have these), Lime 
for pH correction, Calcium see above, KDL (Liquid Potassium), 
root starters (hormones e.g. ‘Formula 20’, Auxinone

®
). These are 

used to revive plants and/or stimulate root activity.  

 
Water 
We must have it! Life will not exist without it. Rainwater for 
preference, from the sky or from a drum collected from rain. If 
this is not available then I can tell you that Sydney water is some 
of the best in the world for your plants and you. The crunch is 
this; no one can tell you how often to water your plants. This will 
depend on the microclimate in your back yard. How much 
sunshine you get during the day and how much wind your plants 
receive. 

Maintaining Your Collection (2017 Update) 
By Bill Dobson (ANOS Sydney & Warringah Group)  
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The quicker your plants dry out the more water your plants can 
and should have. You may even have to change your mix to suit 
your conditions. If the mix stays too wet in your environment 
then use a more open mix. The most important thing is to make 
sure that your plants roots can breathe. They must not remain 
wet and saturated or like you they will stress and eventually 
expire. 

 

Use of a Wetter 
If you want to get more out of your fertiliser and have more of it 
taken up by the plant, as well as paying for less water, I 
recommend the use of a good wetter. WA100 is one, Chemspray 
have one and others are available. You don’t use much, but 
could cut your water bill by as much as 25%. 

 

Our program for 2017-2018 
Every Month from October to January:  Starting the first 
weekend I will give all our plants and orchids a good solid 
watering with a solution of ‘Seasol’ at a weak ratio of 1.5 ml per 
litre. To this I will add some Auxinone to get the root activity 
started. Then follow this up every weekend (rain or shine) for 
the rest of the month with Peters Cal Mag Finisher. 
 
Febuary to April: Cut off the Seasol and Auxinone. Every 
weekend (rain or shine) for each month use Peters Cal Mag 
Finisher  
 
April: 2

nd
 weekend, Lime the plants with Hydrated Lime at the 

rate of 1.5 gms per litre. This month is a time to re-pot plants 
that need it and some will. Don’t leave plants in the same mix 
for more than 4 years, a maximum of 3 is best. 
 
One other thing when we re-pot, we sprinkle a small amount of 
Osmocote Pro Low Phosphorus OSNATIVE89 16+1.3+9.1+TE on 
top of the pot and tap it in. This is a 8-9 months slow release 
which has a good N:P:K. 
 
Osmocote® consist of fine NPK granules, trace elements and 
added magnesium. All these elements are essential for plant 
growth. Every granule is covered with an organic, semi-
permeable coating (a kind of membrane) of biodegradable resin 
made of vegetable oils. After application of Osmocote®, water 
penetrates through the semi-permeable coating and starts to 
dissolve the nutrients present in the granule. The release of 
nutrients starts once they have been partially dissolved. A 
pump-like action is initiated due to differences in osmotic 
pressure. The plant is able to take up the released nutrients. In 
general, the start-up phase lasts approximately 1 to 2 weeks, 
depending on the longevity.  
 
There’s no effect on the release by other factors. Salt level, pH, 
microbial activity, water quality or rainfall has no influence on 
the release of nutrients. Only the temperature is important, 
making Osmocote

®
 very reliable in its use. Once all the nutrients 

have been released, the membrane starts to degrade. How long 
this takes is dependent on the composition of the soil or 
substrate and on microbial activity. 
 

So, Osmocote
®
 releases on temperature alone! No amount of 

rain or irrigation will lead to excessive leaching. 
 

Bugs and Fungus 
In November, hopefully you will have finished potting, you 
should spray for bugs with Carbaryl or similar. I use Bugmaster

®
 

at rate of 2ml/litre and add EcoOil
®
 at 5ml per litre. Do it on a 

windless day. One thing I have learned about Dendrobium 
Beetles is that you only have to spray the NEW growths. Leave it 
for 2 weeks and spray with Mancozeb to protect new growths 
for diseases. Follow up the bug spray every 3 weeks. Keep 
Cinnamon and Fongarid

®
 handy for rots. 

 
Lastly a mix that I have been using for some years now from 
information I learned when talking with Phil Spence over some 
orchid re-potting. I have been using AusGrow bark for 20 years 
and the process I go through is this, my OCD, shake the bark 
through a garden sieve, remove and wood or gravel pieces. Wet 
the bark and sprinkle a little ‘pinch’ of the mix below over it then 
mix the bark around thoroughly till all is covered. The roots love 
it.  

 
This originally came from a book by the University of California 
titled “The U.C. System for producing Healthy Container-Grown 
Plants” edited by Kenneth F. Baker 1957. 
 

2270 gms  Blood meal or Hoof and horn. 
  115 gms Potassium sulphate. 
1135 gms Single super phosphate. 
3400 gms  Dolomite lime. 
1135 gms Calcium carbonate lime.4 

 

Good luck with the new season and watch those plants grow. 
Hope to see them on the bench next year. 
 

Bill Dobson. 
 
 

Maintaining Your Collection.......(Cont.) 

Credit: http://photos.hamariweb.com/funny/how-rain-is-
made_pid6304 
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Caladenia arrecta  

Mt Baker Mondorup reserve WA 

Terrestrial Orchids in Western Australia 
By Jan & Margaret Mohandas  

On their recent travels around WA visiting the national parks, Jan & Margaret sent over these amazing photos of the terrestrial 
orchids found there. - Editor 

 
Cyanicula sericea  

Walpole WA area with Maggie et al 

 
Diuris littoralis Emu Point Albany WA 

 

 
Diuris littoralis Emu Point Albany WA 

 

 
Caladenia straminichila 

Mount Barker Mondorup reserve WA 
 

 
Caladenia straminichila 

Mount Barker Mondorup reserve WA 
 

 
Lyperatus serratus  

Gull Rock Road Albany WA 
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Plant of the Evening (PoE) and Australian Orchid Nursery (AON) Popular Vote Competition: 

 

Photos from our September 2017 Meeting 
by John Klepetko 

 

 
AON 1st

 
Popular Vote 

Den. Rutherford Surprise x speciosum  – B. Moore 

 
AON 3rd

 
Popular Vote 

Plect. Western’s Surprise – B. Spurrs 

 
Plant of the Evening & AON 2nd Popular Vote 

Den. Stephen – Y. & S. Chan 

 
Caladenia latifolia – Y&S Chan 

 
Den. Gowan's Tangello – C. Nidagal 

 
Den. agrostophyllum – B. Williams 

https://www.australianorchids.com.au/


12 
 

Dates to 

Remember... 

  

14 – 15 October 2017 
 

ANOS Central Coast 16th Annual Sarcochilus Show 2017   
Narara Valley Nursery, 2 Manns Road, NARARA 
Show open to the public at the completion of judging (9:00am start) to 
5.00pm, Sunday 15 October – 9.00am to 3.00pm. 

14 – 15 October 2017 ANOS Illawarra Late Spring Show 
Old Courthouse, Cliff Road, Wollongong 

20 October 2017 ANOS Sydney Group – Monthly Meeting  8:00 pm to 10:00 pm  
Baulkham Hills Community Centre, 15 Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills 
Guest Speaker:  

21 October 2017 ANOS Sydney 2017 Sarcanthinae Native Orchid Show  
(Sat. 8:30 am to 4 pm) 
Kellyville Village (in front of COLES), 92A Wrights Rd, Kellyville NSW 2155 

21 – 22 October 2017 ANOS Newcastle Sarcochilus Show 
Windale-Gateshead Bowling Club 2A Lake Street, Windale 

28 October 2017 Macarthur Late Spring Show - venue to be advised. 

3 December 2017 Hills District Orchids Summer Open Day 
183 Windsor Rd Northmead NSW (Please park in Mary St. or Windermere Ave.) 

Vendors include: Tinonee Orchid Nursery & Macquarie Native Orchids 

15 December 2017 ANOS Sydney Christmas Party! 
Baulkham Hills Community Centre, 15 Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills 

Come and enjoy our sumptuous Christmas dinner of KFC, salads and 
gourmet pizzas!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.gotoorchids.com/events/anos-central-coast-16th-annual-sarco-show-2017/
http://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/south-coast/wollongong-and-surrounds/wollongong/events/the-illawarra-native-orchid-society-late-spring-show
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_a89157f7d0964d74af272b0c2e86610d.pdf
http://anossydney.wixsite.com/orchidophile/dates-to-remember
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_bfb9730850e34ef7bbc3c0017ae603dc.pdf
http://www.hillsdistrictorchids.com/
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/183+Windsor+Rd,+Northmead+NSW+2152/@-33.7785408,150.9971777,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a24b43091ffd:0x9cdad02ff3ad4f8f!8m2!3d-33.7785453!4d150.9993664?hl=en
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d05fbd_a89157f7d0964d74af272b0c2e86610d.pdf

